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HILLSBOROUGH CELEBRATES STANDOUT
JROTC CADETS, NAMES CADET OF YEAR

Staff Report

Hillshorough Coun-
ty Public Schools
(HCPS)  announced
its JROTC Cadet of
the Year at a special
event held at the
University of South
Florida. The district
announced the top
10 cadets, along with |
the overall winner at |4
the year-end awards “*
program. C/Lt Col
Vidyarth Sathya from Middleton High
School took home the top honors for Ca-
det of the Year.

HCPS has 28 Junior Reserve Officers’
Training Corps (JROTC) programs and
over 5,000 cadets this school year. Cur-
rently, there are 11 Army JROTC pro-
grams, nine Navy programs, seven Air
Force programs and one Marine Corps

C/LTC Isabelle Rivera from Newsome High School.

program. Each cadet that
was nominated from the
programs went through a
rigorous board selection
process to be considered
for the top awards.

“The competition for
Cadet of the Year is highly
competitive, making this
recognition a significant
accomplishment,” said
Van Ayres, superintendent
of schools. “Congratula-
tions to each
of these out-
standing ca-
dets on being
named among
the very best
— your hard
work and ded-
ication  truly
set you apart.”

This year's
winners are:
Top winner: C/
Lt Col Vidy-
arth Sathya from Middleton High
C/LTC Marielis Pena from Brandon High
C/Col Charlotte Belloso from Durant High
C/LTC Isabelle Rivera from Newsome
High.

C/CDR Andrew Papp from Riverview High

For more information about the JROTC
programs at HCPS, visit the district web-
site at www.hillsboroughschools.org.
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RIVERVIEW LIONS CLUB TAKES SHAPE,
BRINGING CENTURY-LONG LEGACY OF
SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY

For more than
100 years, Li-
ons Clubs have |,
served with un-
common  kind-
ness, putting the
needs of their
neighbors, their
communities
and the world FEg€
Through

first.

the  incredible
work of Lion and
Leo  members F

and the support [
of their associ-

ation and their
foundation, they are
serving a world in need.

‘Driven by ser-
vice, united by values,
strengthened by diver-
sity’ are core beliefs of
Lions Club members.
Lions Bernadette and
Bob Kalle have been charter members of
the Fishhawk Lions Club for the past four
years. They have been involved in projects
like the collection of eyeglasses for reuse,
early vision screening of children, volun-
teering at ECHO, the collection of food and
clothing for foster children and playing
Santa to raise money for charity, among
other community events.

"As time passed, we saw a need to reach
out to the greater Riverview community
and provide service to our hometown,”
said Bob Kalle.

The couple decided to form a new River-
view Lions Club chapter.

"Since the club is still in formation, there
is flexibility in the actions of the club,” Bob
Kalle said. "Currently, we are meeting the
first and third Thursday of the month at
the Riverview Public Library. However, as
the club grows, the needs of the members
of the club will determine any change in
the schedule.”

At the heart of everything Lions do are
the values that inspire their service and
the people they serve. Their core values
consist of commitment to service, dedi-
cation to excellence, appreciation of di-

By Libby Hopkins

versity, dynamic
collaboration,
personal and
8 professional in-
tegrity and spir-
it of innovation.
| "The goals of the
club will be de-
termined by the
members,” Bob
Kalle said. "As a
new club, there
are many admin-
istrative actions
that need to take
place, and the
club is focused on creat-
ing that foundation. Once
the club is chartered by
the Lions Club Interna-
tional, we will start to
determine the actual
goals of the club. We do
know that we have an
interest in continuing to
screen the vision of children and want to
be known for that action.”

The couple hopes for the club are to be
a major source of service to the Riverview
community.

"We would like to have a community
reputation and perception of our Lions
motto, '‘We Serve,” Bob Kalle said. “"As
any service club, we are always looking
for new members that would like to serve
the community. There are no rules about
participation since everyone is a volunteer.
The door is open to any idea of any mem-
ber about the direction of the club.”

If you would like more information
about the new club or are interested in
joining, please feel free to contact Bob
Kalle at 813-625-9985 or at bkalle813@
gmail.com.
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Hello One of the Last Local Private Practices

Doctor-owned. Locally operated. No corporate influence.
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LAURA COYLE BRIDGES, D.M.D.

4316 New River Hills Parkway
Valrico, FL 33596
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NEW PATIENT SMILE GREDIT NEW PATIENT SPEGIAL

FREE Exam & X-Rays S99 N i

ew Patient Package

PLUS $250 Credit Toward Treatment (Exam - X-Rays - Healthy Mouth Cleaning)
Applied to crowns, bridges, implants, Invisalign, or PLUS $99 Future Treatment Credit
restorative care. We will waive any out-of-pocket
2:59;‘?;%’“' insurance does not cover for the exam Credit may be applied toward any future treatment.
*With this m\;pon. Not valid with other offers or prior services. With this coupon. Not valid with use of our wellness plan or prior

Treatment credit valid on procedures $1,000+. Expires 7/31/2026 services. Expires 7/31/2026

Dr. ' : [ : : . .
x Garolina Daer | D Lauea Bridges Proudly accepting the following dental insurance providers:

* Aetna » Assurant PPO « Connection Dental « GEHA » MetlLife e Principal
» Ameritas » Cigna » Blue Cross Blue Shield » Delta Dental » Guardian * Premier .

The patient and any other person responsible for payment has a right to refuse to pay, cancel payment, or be reimbused for payment for any other service, examination, or treatment
that is performed as a result of and within 72 hours of responding to the advertisement for the free, discounted fee, or reduced fee service, examination, or treatment.

813.438. 59
NEEDREED.CO

101 E. Lumsden Road
Brandon, FL 33511
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BELL SHOALS ACADEMY INVESTS IN
FUTURE WITH NEW HIGH SCHOOL
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DBREAKING

Pastor Corey Abney and Bell Shoals Academy leaders participate in the

By Olivia Clark

live for Christ.”

The project has been
years in the making,
supported by the dedi-
cation of church mem-
bers, school leaders
® and families who have
@ invested in the acade-
my's mission over de-
M cades. Leaders noted
= that many individuals
M have prayed for and en-
visioned a high school
campus for more than
40 years.

"This future extends

ceremonial groundbreaking for the academys future high school building. {5, beyond the stu-

Bell Shoals Academy marked a significant
milestone on March 2 as school and church
leaders, families and community members
gathered to celebrate the groundbreaking
of its future high school building. The cere-
mony represented not only the beginning of
construction but also the continuation of a
long-standing mission to provide Christ-cen-
tered education to students in the commu-
nity.

Bell Shoals Academy, a ministry of Bell
Shoals Church, has served families for more
than 60 years. The new high school facility
is part of a larger vision to expand the acad-
emy's ability to prepare students academi-
cally and spiritually for the future.

School leadership emphasized that the
new building represents more than physi-
cal growth. It reflects a commitment to fu-
ture generations of students who will walk
through its doors.

"Today, we break ground on something
more than just a building,” said Pastor Co-
rey Abney. “This new high school represents
growth, opportunity and a bold commit-
ment to preparing the next generation to

vintage home

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS

“DREAMING IN
VINTAGE”

|| PRI &SAT - April 24-25

v Vintage Goods
v Farmhouse Finds
v Artisan Jewelry
v Great Food

v Ladies Fashions

REGISTER T0 WIN AN ADORABLE |
MARKET BIKE AT THE SHOW!

o

dents we're serving
today,” said Pastor Abney. "It's about laying
the foundation for generations we haven't
even met yet."

The new high school is designed to sup-
port Bell Shoals Academy's continued
growth while strengthening its mission of
educating students academically and spiri-
tually. Leaders shared that the goal of the
school is not only to prepare students for
future careers but also to encourage them
to live lives of faith and purpose.

As construction begins, academy leaders
remain focused on the long-term impact the
new facility will have on students and fami-
lies in the community.

The groundbreaking marks the first step
in a project that leaders hope will serve gen-
erations of students while continuing Bell
Shoals Academy's legacy of Christ-centered
education through expanded opportunities,
new classrooms and a dedicated learning
environment for high school students.

The school is located at 2102 Bell Shoals
Rd. in Brandon. For updates and more info,
visit www.bellshoalsacademy.com.
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16TH ANNUAL CRAWFISH FESTIVAL
PROMISES FLAVORFUL FUN FOR A CAUSE

The 16th annual
Crawfish Festival is ke
set to bring a taste of
Louisiana to Riverview
in April, inviting the
community to enjoy a B
lively day of food, mu- |
sic and family-friendly
fun — all for a good
cause.

Hosted by the Fish-
Hawk-Riverview Ro- °
tary Club, the popular
event will take place
on Saturday, April 25,
from 11 am.-4 p.m. at
Winthrop Town Centre
in the Winthrop Com-
mons field behind Don-
ovans. Admission and
parking are free, mak-
ing it an accessible out-
ing for families, friends
and even four-legged
companions, as the
festival is dog-friendly.

Festivalgoers  can
look forward to fresh

crawfish delivered (@

Saturday  April 25, 2026

Founders Square Park
‘at Winthrop Town Centre
from 11am to 4pm
Rain or Shine

By Marie Gilmore

goods, crafts and
festival  merchan-
dise. A dedicated

children's area will
, provide activities for
_ younger attendees,
making the event a
well-rounded experi-
" ence for all ages.
Food and bever-
o ages at the festival
& are purchased using
‘Crawfish Cash’ or
prepurchased  meal
tickets, available on-
line and at the event.
A standard crawfish
dinner, featuring ap-
proximately 2 pounds
of crawfish, is priced
at $25, with addition-
al food items ranging
from $2-$8.

Beyond the food
and  entertainment,
the Crawfish Festi-

val serves a mean-

FishHawk - Riverview

Rotary

straight from Louisiana on the morning of
the event, served Cajun-style with corn and
potatoes. In addition to the signature dish,
attendees will find a variety of Louisiana fa-
vorites, including gumbo, crawfish étouffée,
red beans, rice and dirty rice. Other menu
options, such as pulled pork sandwiches,
hamburgers, hot dogs and smoked fish dip,
ensure there is something for every palate,
along with sweet treats offered by local
vendors.

Live entertainment will be provided by
Mike Imbasciani & His BluezRockerz, set-
ting the tone for a festive atmosphere, while

ingful purpose. Proceeds benefit the Fish-
Hawk-Riverview Rotary Club Foundation,
which supports initiatives aimed at allevi-
ating hunger, poverty, illiteracy and disease
both locally and internationally. Notably,
90 percent of proceeds remain in the local
community, funding charitable organiza-
tions, youth scholarships and leadership
development programs. With the support
of attendees and volunteers, the foundation
contributed $40,000 to community organi-
zations in the past year alone.

To purchase tickets in advance, visit on-
line at www.luvcrawfish.com.

9am-

215 Sydney Washer Rd.
Dover, FL

Admission: $8.00,
\ 12 & Under Free
.| Complimentary Parking
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FIT-HER AND 5TH GEAR FITNESS
UNITE UNDER ONE WELLNESS ROOF

Riverview Edition

Volume 24, Issue 4

FROM HOME SALES TO SCAVENGER
HUNTS, CLARKIN CREATES FUN

By Olivia Clark

FIT-HER Health & Fitness owner Ann
Gilbert (center) welcomes the 5th Gear
Fitness team.

in a strategic collaboration designed

to elevate the member experience. [
This is a strategic collaboration |

and shared-space partnership, not a

merger,” said Ann Gilbert, owner and =" 5=

operator of FIT-HER Health & Fitness. "We
are bringing two respected brands under
one roof to elevate the fitness experience
while maintaining the integrity of each iden-
tity.”

The partnership is rooted in a long-stand-
ing relationship between the two businesses,
built through years of collaboration across
the Brandon and Valrico communities.

"This was built on a long-standing rela-
tionship rooted in trust, shared education
and community collaboration,” said Gilbert.
"We've worked side by side for years host-
ing charity events, supporting initiatives like
the American Cancer Society and even cre-
ating the world's largest outdoor step event.
This next step felt natural.”

For current members, the transition
brings expanded access without sacrific-
ing the supportive environment FIT-HER is

known for.

"It means more access, more ex-
pertise and more opportunity, all

while maintaining the supportive,

§ welcoming environment they love,”

said Gilbert.

The collaboration combines two
distinct but complementary ap-

z proaches to fit-
|l ness. FIT-HER fo-
B Cuises on women's
health and creat-
ing an empower-
ing environment
for all life stages,
while 5th Gear
| emphasizes per-
formance-driv-
L en training and
tructured coach-
ing.

"Together, we
create a full-spec-
trum fitness experience, from beginner to
advanced,” said Gilbert.

The result is what Gilbert describes as
a "one-stop wellness hub,” offering a wide
range of services including personal train-
ing, small group coaching, cycle classes,
strength training, Pilates reformer and
aquatic fitness programming.

"This level of variety, expertise and com-
munity under one roof is unmatched in the
area,” said Gilbert.

New offerings are already on the horizon,
including Pilates reformer classes launch-
ing on Sunday, June 1, expanded cycle and
strength formats, summer aquatic fitness
programs and small group training led by
certified coaches.

FIT-HER Health & Fitness for Women
is located at 731 W Lumsden Road. Visit
www.FIT-HER.com.

In a community that
continues to grow and
evolve, Kerin Clarkin has
made it his mission to en-
sure Riverview grows with
heart, connection and a
whole lot of fun.

Clarkin is a local realtor
serving Riverview and sur-
rounding areas including
Tampa, Seminole Heights
and St. Petersburg. Since
entering the Tampa Bay
real estate market in 2015,
he has built his business [
on a simple philosophy: §
Put clients first and focus R
on relationships. His team
does not charge cancella-
tion fees or other hidden
fees, keeping the process
transparent for clients.
This approach reflects his
commitment to transpar- W&
ency and long-term trust.

Originally from Long
Island, New York, Clarkin
moved to the Tampa area in 2009 to work
in apparel design and marketing. What be-
gan as a short-term move quickly turned
into something permanent as he became
immersed in the community and saw the ar-
ea’s growth and potential. When he stepped
back into real estate, he did so with a desire
to serve the place he now calls home.

Clarkin describes his style as hands-on
and highly personal. He prides himself on
being known for trust, respect, honesty and
strong customer service.

“Our clients come first, always,” Clarkin
said. "By the end of the process, they're not
just clients anymore. They're friends.”

His involvement in the community nat-

_—
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2 The Regent At Winthrop
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P2 %  Taste foods from around Riverview
while having some fun and
ing prizes!
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By Makenzie Atkins Noel

urally expanded beyond
real estate. Through his
Riverview Fun and Events
Facebook group, Clarkin be-
gan organizing giveaways,
~ scavenger hunts and free
events designed to support
local businesses and bring
neighbors  together. His
Riverview-only  scavenger
hunts have become espe-
cially popular. In an effort
to support small businesses
in the community, he pur-
chases gift cards from local
businesses and hides them
throughout Riverview,
posting clues for residents
to follow.

Over the years, he has
given away more than
P $3,000 in gift cards and
& cash, hosted a 350-person
8 bingo event with $1,000
in winnings and even gave
away a car during a sports
watch party. He regular-
ly supports local schools and celebrations,
helping make events more memorable and
giving back to the students and families who
call Riverview home.

Most recently, Clarkin expanded into the
entertainment space with Cory Casino, a
party casino business featuring professional
dealers and travel-ready casino games. His
goal is twofold. He wants to host free com-
munity events that bring people together
in a new way, and he also offers the casino
experience for businesses and organizations
looking to elevate their own events.

Visit www.thekerin.com/ or find Clarkin
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/groups/
riverviewevents/.
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of Every Month

at 6:30 pm

Meeting in
Person & Via Zoom
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Hybrid Dementia and Rizheimer’s Support Groups
for Gare Partners of those with any type of Memory LosS

Zoom Meeting ID:
993 4701 6039

Passcode:
459148

Join by phone:
833.928.4608

DID YOU KNOW?

Sleep deprivation
can increase the
risk of dementia.
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Come a little early for refreshments!
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150
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Fourth
Wednesday

of Every Month

at 2:00 pm
Meeting in
Person & Via Zoom
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ING COMPANY

813-315-8664

MONDAY

Kids Eat Free With The Purchase of
an Adult Entree 4PM-Close

—12-10PM WED-MON

WEDNESDAY

Trivia Wednesdays Every Week From
7-9PM Hosted by Jamie Hartman

Featuring Local Artists From 6:30PM-Close

CATERING SERVICES

Doctor’s Offices * Box Lunches * Corporate Events
Weddings * Rehearsal Dinners * Engagements
Charity Events * Family Gatherings * Private Parties
Pasta Bars * BBQ * and More!

WEEKLY FOOD | PRIVATE TEACHER
SPECIALS FROM| EVENTS HAPPY HOUR
OURSCRATCH |NOCOVER | FRIDAYS 3-

KITCHEN CHARGE 6PM

3434 STATE ROUTE 60 VALRICO, FL
WWW.VALRICO.VOODOOBREWERY.COM
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2026 Mitsubishi Outlander Is Attractive Choice

—  FLORIDA

By Nitish Rele

The most un-
derrated and ne-
glected compact
SUV on the road? [
Hands down the
Mitsubishi  Out-
lander! And sad-
ly, it's been the
case for several
years now. That [
could very well
change soon with
the 2026 ver-
sion, which gets a 1.5-liter
four-cylinder turbocharged
engine to replace the previ-
ous 2.5 liter. Basically, it is
a mild hybrid with 48-volt
starter-generator  battery
for substantial fuel savings
and quick acceleration. The
seven-seater puts out an
adequate 174 horsepow-
er at 5,000 rpm and 206
pounds-feet of torque at
3,000 rpm. A continuous

& variable transmission re-
sults in a drivetrain that is quiet and re-
sponsive.

A MacPherson strut front and a multilink
rear suspension navigate sharp corners and
turns with confidence and poise. The elec-
tric power rack-and-pinion steering cali-
bration is spot-on, with superb on-center
feel and excellent feedback. Lest we forget,
Mitsubishi's all-wheel drive system (Super
All-Wheel Control) puts the mind to rest in
any untoward road/driving conditions. And
if you venture off the beaten path, rest as-
sured that ground clearance is high enough

Magruder

Inc

Agency/

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

“If you have only
one smile inyou,
give it to the people

you love.”
-- Dr. Maya Angelou

Contact us Today for a FREE Quote!
Email: Stephanie@MagruderAgency.com

Phone: (813)654-3100
655 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon
magruderagency.com

INSURANCE: CAR * HOME ¢ LIFE * BUSINESS
MOTORCYCLE ¢ RV * BOAT

at 84 inches in the 2,000-pound-tow-ca-
pacity vehicle. A knob in the center console
allows the driver to switch to eco, normal,
tarmac, gravel, snow and mud modes.

The front fascia shows off a ‘dynamic
shield’ black grille with the recognizable
Mitsubishi insignia, surrounded by hori-
zontal LED headlights and fog lamps. Step
into the clean and simply designed cabin
and find yourself staring at dual 12.3-inch

City/hwy/comb:
26/30/27 mpg
Base price: $40,845
Price as tested: $47,235
Web site:
www.mitsubishicars.com

screens: one
for infotain-
ment and
the other the
digital driv-
| er display.
™\ Eight-way
2} front heated/
)/ cooled leath-
d er seats are
sumptuous to
touch. Its to-
tal passenger

OUTLANDER (SEL) space of 120.8 cubic feet
Tires: 255/45R20
Wheelbase: 106.5 inches
Length: 185.8 inches
Height: 68.8 inches
Width: 84.4 inches
Weight: 3,942 pounds
Fuel capacity: 14.5 gallons

is plentiful, though oc-
cupants of the third-row
50/50 seat, which folds
rearward into a deep well
in the floor, may find the
room tight. The tri-zone
auto AC, thick-rimmed

leather tilt/telescopic
steering wheel, power
liftgate/sunroof, heated

second-row seat, rear-
door manual sunshades
and wireless phone char-
ger/Android Auto/Apple CarPlay are a few
numerous amenities. Fancy semi-aniline
leather seats or a 12-speaker Yamaha au-
dio system? Then opt for the $3,050 pre-
mium package, which also comes with a
10.8-inch head-up display, digital rearview
mirror and black spoiler.

Dual front and knee airbags, side curtain
airbags, a multiview camera, active stabili-
ty and traction control, blind-spot and lane
departure warnings, lane keep and hill start
assists, rear cross-traffic alert, adaptive
cruise control, automatic emergency/four-
wheel antilock brakes, antitheft alarm, an
electronic parking brake, daytime running
lights and tire pressure monitoring system
are standard.

Though slightly lacking in power, the
1.5-liter, four-cylinder turbo Outlander is a
tempting proposition. After all, it makes up
for the deficit with considerable cargo and
passenger space, decent fuel mileage and
a price that isn't astronomical, so to speak.

813-741-3633 - WWW.PFAUTOGLASS.COM
Serving Our Community Since 1994!

FL Reg #MV-24096
Preferred by your
insurance company.

1/2 Off

Appetizer with

any dinner entree.

Friday & Saturday
6pm-Close

Dine In ONLY
Note Available For To Go

10288 Causeway Blvd

Teacher’s Happy Hour
Every Friday, 3-6 p.m.
All Teachers Receive
the Founder’s Family

Discount

10% OFF

ENTIRE
Purchase

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchiase

813-643-7777

Only valid with
regular menu.

With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid

with other offers.

LUNCH SPECIALS
EVERY DAY
FAMILY MEAL
SPECIALS

$49.95
Take Out & Delivery

10% OFF
ENTIRE Purchase

Suntlower Cafe

Happy Hour
Thursdays 4 - 6 pm

$5 Classic
Shakes

PlheShatke

TRCO DIRTY

— Bouls. Faces, Weaican Frings—

FREE
TACO

Wwith any purchase

&1 FACTORY

813-65-SUSHI

Only valid with regular menu.
With this coupon. Must
present before submitting
payment. Before tax. One
coupon per visit. Not valid with
other offers.

La Septima Cafe
702 W Lumsden Rd. Brandon
Not Valid with any other

discounts, promotions or
coupons. No Cash Value.

10446 Stelling Dr.

Riverview
(in the Mission BBQ plaza)

10460 Stelling Dr.
Riverview
(inthe Mission BBQ plaza)

Must present coupon. Not
valid with any other discounts.
No cash value.
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Animals are more
than just pets. They are
our companions. They
can serve as trusted law
enforcement  partners
and even save lives. It is
hard to imagine anyone
intentionally ~ harming
one of our furry friends,
but unfortunately it hap-
pens right here in our
community.

That is why April,
recognized as National
Animal Cruelty Preven-
tion Month, is an important time to raise
awareness. When people know the signs
of abuse and understand how to report it,
they can help protect vulnerable creatures
who cannot speak for themselves.

And when those cases are reported, our
office can take action. Earlier this year, our
office secured a conviction against Daniel
Kujawa, a former Manatee County depu-
ty, for felony aggravated animal cruelty
against his dog, Rex. He was sentenced to
270 days in the Hillshorough County Jail,
followed by 36 months of probation. He
is also required to register in our county’s
Animal Abuser Database.

While Rex endured unimaginable cruel-
ty, his story has a hopeful ending. He has
since found a safe and loving home after a
rescue in Apollo Beach helped him to get
adopted.

Pursuing these cases does more than
protect our pets. It helps keep our entire
community safer. Studies show that peo-
ple who commit violent crimes against
animals are up to five times more likely
to commit violent crimes against people.
That's why these cases must be taken se-
riously and why collaboration with other
agencies is so important.

State Attorney Suzy Lopez.

Riverview Edition

WORKING TOGETHER TO PREVENT
ANIMAL CRUELTY

By State Attorney Suzy Lopez

I am proud that our
office has joined the
Central Florida Animal
Cruelty Task Force, a
partnership of prosecu-
tors, law enforcement of-
ficers, veterinarians and
animal welfare experts.
We will aim to increase
collaboration with other
agencies and strength-
en animal cruelty cases
throughout our region.
By working together,
we can hold offenders
accountable while educating the public
about responsible pet ownership. But we
cannot do that work alone.

Many animal cruelty cases start with
a tip from someone in the community. If
you see or suspect abuse, please report it
to law enforcement immediately. Warning
signs can include extreme thinness, un-
treated injuries, lack of shelter or no ac-
cess to food and water.

When you speak up, you are helping us
to hold these offenders accountable. My
office remains committed to aggressive-
ly prosecuting these crimes and working
with our partners to ensure they are treat-
ed with the seriousness they deserve. To-
gether, we can make sure every pet in our
community is treated with the care and
dignity it deserves.

The State Attorney’s Office of the 13th Judicial

circuit encompasses all of Hillsborough County,
including the cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace

and Plant City. The office staff consists of approx-

imately 320 dedicated public servants including

130 prosecutors, as well as investigators, victim

advocates and support staff. The office handles
approximately 50,000 cases every year. To learn
more about the organization or apply to become
part of the team, visit www.saol3th.com.
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LEAGUE PROVIDES DISABLED
ATHLETES A CHANCE TO COMPETE

CEO and
Commissioner
of A League Of
Their Own, Da-
vid Ramos, has }
helped expand ®
the Tampa or- &
ganization to F
the Riverview
area, providing
a place where |
adults with e
unique abilities
come together to enjoy the game of base-
ball. The inaugural season starts April 11.

ALOTO was founded by Stephenie Coon-
rod and Dennis Mueller, both of whom
were inspired by their children with Down
Syndrome.

A League Of Their Own provides ath-
letes with mental and physical disabilities
a chance to compete in sports that they
normally wouldn't have the opportunity to
partake in. Participants in the league are
18 years and older. According to Ramos,
they have athletes in their 60s.

Ramos is also the Executive Direc-
tor and Founder of First Steps Learning,
which provides services to intellectually
disabled adults. The agency has 12 em-
ployees that are rigorously screened and
are compassionate towards others. The
former assistant principal in Hillsborough
County teamed up with A League Of Their
Own to give disabled athletes a chance to
show their individuality and give them a
sense of community. In his time working
with children with autism and Down Syn-
drome, he developed a love for that com-
munity and started his agency, First Steps
Learning, and brought his clients to the
league.

"The league is one of the happiest en-
vironments. These are folks that have of-

By Nick Nahas

== ten never been
- seen their entire
| lives because of
| their disability,”
said Ramos. "Of-
ten times they
| are marginalized
b and their needs
are  considered
Iast and many of
them have never
4 played in asports
2 league. I wanted

to give them an opportunity to shine.”

Ramos's clients have aged out of school
and don't have many social activities. As a
part of his agency, his clients are given the
opportunity to go out and have a fun time,
and this also provides the parents some
relief. He wants them to have an oppor-
tunity to compete in a league, have fans
cheer for them, have the announcer say
their name and have walkout music. They
want to give the players that special feel-
ing that major league players experience.

A League Of Their Own wants to expand
to other areas besides Riverview and Tam-
pa to help serve more people with disabil-
ities. They have raised funds for the cause,
but still need volunteers and donations to
get things off the ground. The Tampa Bay
Rays donated a field with artificial turf to
the league. The astroturf is necessary for
the players that are non-ambulatory and
use wheelchairs to get around the bases
safely.

“This community has so much love,” said
Ramos. "They just want to be seen, to be
normal and to not be treated differently.
Seeing their joy is my favorite part of the
jobh.”

For more information, or if you want to
volunteer or donate to the league, visit
AlotoRiverview.org.
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s TESSERA

Independent Living

With Complimentary Services

Assisted Living

“Tessera Brandon...living your lifestyle.”

Memory Gare

“Living the present...cherishing the past.”

Assisted Living Facility #AL13150

)
to me

Call for details and pricing!

813-607-6880
TesseraBrandon.com | 1320 Oakfield Dr. Brandon, FL 33511

#1 BUG MUGGERS
SINCE 1973

TERMIDOR 10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST SUBTERRANEAN TERMITESy ,

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE -
CALL (813)685-7711

&% @@@E

MAIN OFFICE: 108 S. ST. CLOUD AVE, VALRICO
HOURS: 6AM - 6 PM
FAX (813)685-3607 | BRANDONPESTCONTROLE@TAMPABAY.RR.COM

SERVING: CLEARWATER - TAMPA -

(813) 515-3464 | WWW.TACODIRTY.COM

ORLANDO - PLANT CITY

10480 STELLING DR, RIVERVIEW

(IN THE MISSION BBO PLAZA)
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR NATION'S
LARGEST ONE-DAY FOOD DRIVE

Staff Report
Residents across ’ . ’ Apollo Beach,
the Brandon and Valrico,  Seffner
South Shore commu- & STAMP OUT HUNGER 1 and Sun City Cen-
nities are invited to WITH ECHO ~ ter. Tasks include

make a meaningful
difference on Satur- |
day, May 9, as ECHO
(Emergency  Care
Help  Organization)
hosts its largest food
drive of the year in
partnership with the
United States Postal

)lJ for ge
drive of the yea

Service. alrico POSKOfice!
The annual | B RiverviewPOS!
"Stamp Out Hunger” B SEUOCIEL <o)L

e

food drive is part of §
a nationwide effort
led by the National
Association of Letter Carriers, which mo-
bilizes thousands of cities to collect food
for local families in need. Locally, donations
gathered from neighborhoods will go direct-
ly to ECHO's Resource Centers, helping stock
pantry shelves for months to come.

Last year, the community contributed
more than 80,000 pounds of non-perishable
food—an impressive show of generosity or-
ganizers hope to surpass in 2026.

"This is truly a community-wide effort,”
said event organizers. "From residents leav-
ing food by their mailboxes to volunteers
sorting donations, every role plays a part in
feeding families right here at home.”

Participation is simple. Residents can
leave non-perishable food items by their
mailbox on the morning of May 9, and letter
carriers will collect and deliver them to local
distribution sites. For those looking to get
more involved, ECHO is actively recruiting
volunteers to assist throughout the day.

Volunteer teams will be stationed at mul-
tiple post offices and ECHO Resource Cen-
ters in areas including Brandon, Riverview,

n'Saturday, May
¢ folols

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEE
=1g i iﬁ,%mﬁﬂlu,

transporting dona-
tions, unloading ve-
hicles and sorting
food for storage
and distribution.

Organizers em-
| phasize that volun-
=8 teers are especially
W needed for “critical

| shifts” at ECHO's
® centers, where the
¥ bulk of donations
are processed. Par-
ticipants should be
prepared to work
outdoors, remain on their feet for extended
periods and lift at least 25 pounds. Volun-
teers must be at least 15 years old, making
this an excellent opportunity for high school
students seeking Bright Futures service
hours.

Those with pickup trucks or trailers are
also encouraged to assist with transporting
food from post offices to ECHO facilities.

The need remains significant. Nationwide,
one in ten Americans faces food insecurity,
and local organizations like ECHO rely heavi-
ly on events like Stamp Out Hunger to meet
ongoing demand.

Community members are encouraged to
sign up for volunteer shifts, invite friends
and family, and take part in a day dedicated
to giving back.

To learn more or register to volunteer, vis-
it ECHO's website or contact event organiz-
ers directly.

As organizers put it, “Let's stamp out hun-
ger—together.”

Sign up to volunteer today: https://buff.ly/
JhkoT61.
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Get 5% off per month!

TWIN
CREEKS

ASSISTED LIVING &
MEMORY CARE F

i | C' ‘%‘

We treasure every resident and provide
personalized, enriching experiences that
brighten each day. Live as independently as
you like in assisted living or benefit from our
specially designed memory care services. We
recognize retired military and first responders
with 5% off each month!

Call 813.278.5802 today
to schedule a tour or request
more information.

TwinCreeksRetire.com

13470 Boyette Rd.
Riverview, FL 33569

HONORING OUR NATION’S HEROES

Assisted Living Facility License #13122

Looking For a Local Insurance Agent?

Look no further than
IRON ROCK INSURANCE!

IRON ROCK INSURANCE is a team of LOCAL AGENTS specializing
in providing quality protection for you and yours. We
insure homes, autos, boats and much more!

Lisa Hast
Managing Partner

Katie, Licensed Agent Torie, Licensed Agent

0

Scan code Now
for a quote!

Kate, Licensed Agent

IRON--..ROCK
B13-218-9600

400 Frandorson Circle, Apollo Beach

Amanda, Licensed Agent

813-213-9600 | IronRockins.com

Restore, Refine, Renew—Expert
Jewelry Repalr Services

Resizing * Setting Stones * Prong Work * Chain Repairs

Estlmates!

%Aul

FINE JEWELR\?y
Open Tuesday - Friday 10 - 6 » Saturday 10 - 4

813-689-8124
201 S Kings Ave, Brandon

Custom Bridal Design | Loose Gemstone Sales
Watch & Jewelry Repair On Site. We purchase your scrap GOLD!
But we’ll give you more in trade!
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THE FLOWER SHOP, DIRECTED BY
VILLAGE PLAYERS' OWN T. ABBOTT

Staff Report

The Village Players in-
vite audiences to experi-
ence The Flower Shop, a
heartfelt drama about
second chances, recon-
ciliation, and the fragile
work of rebuilding fam-
ily. The production is
directed by acclaimed
local performer and sto-
ryteller Terry Abbott, a
familiar and much-loved
presence  throughout
the Tampa Bay arts
community. Abbott is
also known to many as
"The Captain” with the
Lorelei of Florida and as
a featured entertainer
at the Bay Area Renais-
sance Festival.

A Florida native, Abbott is widely rec-
ognized for his creativity and his ability
to connect with audiences through music,
performance, and story. His warmth and
emotional authenticity bring a distinctive
vision to this powerful production.

The Flower Shop follows a man newly re-
leased from prison as he steps into the life
of the daughter who never knew he existed.
As past mistakes collide with the hope for
a new beginning, both must navigate the
distance between them and decide wheth-
er forgiveness is possible. The play explores
fractured families, long-buried truths, and
the quiet courage it takes to start again,
reminding us that even the most damaged
roots can grow into something unexpect-
edly beautiful.

While the production stands on its own,
it also continues the story first introduced
in the 2010 original show The Prophet,
offering longtime audiences a meaning-

ful return while
welcoming  new
viewers into a
moving, self-con-
tained theatrical
experience.

Cast: John (Jim
Sigal), Tiffany
(Sara Horrocks),
Joyce  (Teagan
McCarthy), Su-
sette  (Heather
Horning),  Mike
(Steve  Pruess),
Sophia (Lucy Rog-
ers) and Judge/
Bartender( Chris
Duncan).

The perfor-
mances will be
held at James McCabe Theater, located at
506 N. 5th St. in Valrico and take place at
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, May 1-2, 8-9
and 15-16, with Sunday matinees at 3 p.m.
on May 3 and 10. The doors open at least
30 minutes before curtain.

Tickets for senior, student and military
are $20; general admission is $23.

This intimate drama continues The Vil-
lage Players' tradition of bringing powerful,
community-driven storytelling to the stage
in Valrico. For tickets and additional infor-
mation, visit thevillageplayersvalrico.com.

About The Village Players

The Village Players is a nonprofit, all-vol-
unteer teaching theater performing in the
charming James McCabe Theater in Valri-
co (506 N. 5th St., Valrico, FL 33594). The
organization proudly spotlights local tal-
ent, teaches every aspect of stagecraft to
performers of all ages, and works to make
theater affordable and accessible for the
entire community.

PINCH-A-PENNY
POOL-PATIO-SPA

CLEANING &
MAINTENANCE
EQUIPMENT & REPAIR
RENOVATIONS
NEW CONSTRUCTION

813-951-4789

11339 Big Bend Road, Riverview
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RIVERFEST RETURNS TO LIGHT UP
TAMPA RIVERWALK FROM MAY 1-2

Residents
and visitors
alike are in-
vited to expe-
rience one of
the city's most
anticipated an-
nual traditions
as Tampa Riv-
erfest returns
on Friday and
Saturday, May
1-2, along the
scenic  Tampa
Riverwalk. Pre-
sented by Pub-
lix Super Markets, the free, two-day fes-
tival will once again transform downtown
into a vibrant hub of food, music and fam-
ily-friendly entertainment.

Spanning the entire 2.6-mile riverwalk,
the event will activate several waterfront
parks, including Curtis Hixon Waterfront
Park and Water Works Park, drawing an
estimated 25,000 attendees and generat-
ing a significant economic impact for local
businesses.

Festivities kick off on Friday evening
with the popular Taste of Riverwalk,
where attendees can sample offerings
from a variety of local restaurants. The
celebration continues on Saturday with
Taco Fest, featuring a wide array of taco
vendors serving up creative and tradition-
al flavors.

Live entertainment will be a centerpiece
throughout the weekend, with a full con-
cert series showcasing regional and local
bands performing on the main stage at
Curtis Hixon Waterfront Park. As the sun
sets each evening, the crowd will gather
for the dazzling Balloon Glow, lighting up
the downtown skyline.

Staff Report

Among the
most  antici-
pated events
is the Lantern
Parade on Sat-
urday  night,
beginning  at
Water Works
Park and wind-
ing its way
along the Tam-
pa Riverwalk
to Curtis Hixon.
Spectators can
also enjoy a
crowd-favorite
Wiener Dog Derby, along with unique ac-
tivities, such as a paddle invasion, a water
ski show and community yoga sessions.

New this year is a dedicated kid zone
at Water Works Park, which will offer
expanded activities for families, ensuring
younger attendees have plenty to enjoy
throughout the weekend.

In addition to entertainment, the festi-
val will feature a bustling vendor market
and opportunities to explore Tampa's cul-
tural institutions, all set against the back-
drop of the city's growing and accessible
waterfront.

While general admission is free, VIP
tent experiences will be available for pur-
chase for those seeking premium viewing
and amenities. Organizers encourage early
ticket purchases, as prices typically in-
crease closer to the event.

With something for all ages, Tampa
Riverfest continues to celebrate the spir-
it, culture and community that define the
city — inviting everyone to come out and
enjoy the waterfront at its liveliest.

For full schedule and details, visit
https://thetampariverwalk.com/.
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HONESTY & INTEGRITY
THE CORNERSTONE OF BUSINESS

Theresa Turner, CPA

Certified Public Accountant With Master’s Degree in Taxation

Tara Dibble, EA

Enrolled Agent

WHAT SETS US APART

Every return is expertly prepared by seasoned professionals—
never Al. We combine precision, security, and personalized tax
strategies to deliver filings you can trust, backed by real insight,
real accountability, and a distinctly human touch.

.3 miles to

Riverview
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Tax Happens has moved
10031 Water Works Lane, |[°
in the Boardwalk Office Park
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2\' Tax Happens

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE TO FIND OUT WHY

WE HAVE A 4.9 STAR RATING FROM
102 REVIEWS ON 90 gle

42 RECOMMENDATIONS ON # Nextdoor

AND 61 yelp** REVIEWS
Phone: 813-603-2073 Fax: 813-603-2074 Text: 813-603-2075

www. FaxHappens.com

10031 Water Works Lane in Riverview
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INCREDIBULL GAMES CELEBRATE 10

YEARS OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS INCLUSION

Bloomingdale S
Senior High School
recently marked a
major milestone as
it hosted the 10th |§
annual IncrediBULL lg
Games, a Special gl
Olympics-style event
that continues to
grow in both size
and impact across Hlllsborough County. This
year, the event welcomed 595 student-ath-
letes from 18 schools, supported by nearly
1,000 student volunteers.

"Bloomingdale High School and Newsome
High School proudly celebrated the 10th an-
nual IncrediBULL Games, a signature event
dedicated to promoting inclusion, teamwork
and the spirit of Special Olympics,” said
Marcos Rodriguez, principal of Bloomingda-
le High School. "As the IncrediBULL Games
mark their 10th anniversary, Bloomingda-
le and Newsome high schools continue to
honor the event's mission of inclusion while
strengthening partnerships among schools,
students and the broader community.”

Athletes participated in a variety of ac-
tivities, including soccer, track events and
softhall toss, while also enjoying the Olympic
Village, a carnival-style space featuring in-
teractive games and stations led by student

) b | clubs. The day emphasized
not only competition but
also connection.

“The event is the high-
> light of the year for our ath-
#S |etes, buddies and all of the
student volunteers,” said
4 Debra Bellanti, director of
media and public relations
for Hillsborough  County
Public Schools. "It not only
promotes
N inclusion
@l but helps
to  build
= friendships
that last
over the
years."

A de-
fining el
ement of
the Incre-
diBULL Games is its buddy system, which
pairs student volunteers one-on-one with
athletes for the entire day. This ensures that
every participant feels supported and cele-
brated throughout the experience.

“In addition to the competitive events,
athletes spent time socializing and cele-
brating their special day, which is what
makes this event so meaningful,” Rodriguez
said.

The event's origins date back a decade,
when educators at Bloomingdale sought
to bring a similar experience to the east
side of the county after seeing the success
of another local program. That vision has
since evolved into one of the area’s most
anticipated annual events.

Community members interested in sup-
porting future IncrediBULL Games can
volunteer or contribute financially to help
sustain and expand the event's reach.

Food you love
for the people
you love

Let us cater your next gathering.
Pickup or delivery now available.

.!".'
@RA‘AE@&;& Catering

Nuggets * Wraps * Sandwiches
Box Meals » Mac and Cheese - Salads
Lemonade - Sweet Tea « Desserts
& More

Scan here to see our full catering menu

R 'ui!z‘*

@%%Eﬁ
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RIVERVIEW (FL)

KRISTI MCCART, ESQ.

813-498-2757

10011 Water Works Lane, Riverview

LAURELTESMER, ESQ.

Family Law ~ Estate Planning ~ Guardianship ~ Probate

www.McCartTesmer.com

By Olivia Clark
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FAMILY MEALS

(Serves 4 to 6-Take Out Only)
All meals include: Yellow or white rice, black beans, onions,
salad & dressing, bread and a 2 liter soda

YOUR CHOIGE OF PROTEIN:
Picadillo (2 Ibs)
Ropa Vieja (2 Ibs)
Lechon Asado (2 Ibs)
Bistec Milanesa (4)
Breaded Palomilla Steak (4)
Pescado a la Rusa Fillet (4)
Baked Chicken (4 leg quarters) i ) & -85 A

(813)685-0502 | 702 W. Lumsden Rd. Brandon Iwww laseptimacafe.com

Mon - Sat 11 am - 8 pm Closed Sunday
30 Years in Brandon!

12 4,200
S GRUBHUB DOORDASH

e NON-ELECTRIC

NEVER « HEALTHEER
BUY SALT ALTERNATIVE
AGAIN « NOSALT
& v » C L ;‘#
- -\

PURIFIER ANTI-SCALE

Info@McCartTesmer.com

WHOLE
HOUSE WATER TREATMENT
(WATER HEATER NOT INCLUDED)

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE
WATER SOFTENER CHECKUP!

(813)684-7873(PURE)

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR 33 YEARS!

GARY BANCROFT
OWNER

BBB.
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QUEST INC. OPENS THERAPY CENTER FOR
CHILDREN AND TEENS WITH DISABILITIES

Staff Report
Quest  Inc. y\\

new center,
recently held a !

Page 10

DONOVAN'S FUNDRAISER SUCCESS
SUPPORTS CYSTIC FIBROSIS
RESEARCH

Staff Report = we're meet-

The Wine and Roses for a
Cure Gala, held on March 8,
raised over $35,000 in sup-
port of finding a cure for cys-
tic fibrosis.

Co-chairs Robin Hujar and
Sharon Sefcik expressed
their heartfelt gratitude for
the incredible way the com-
munity came together, along
with the generosity of many
friends and donors, to make this annual
event such a success. The gala sold out
two months prior and was held at Dono-
van's Meatery in Riverview.

Robin Hujar and Sharon Sefcik shared
that Donovan's Meatery could not have
been more gracious in opening its doors
to host the committee and guests. With
spectacular service, exceptional food,
live music and a wonderful selection of
wines provided by Buckley Farm Winery
Vineyards and Chateau Meichtry Family
Vineyard and Winery — both located in
Ellijay, Georgia — the evening was truly
a triumph.

They would also like to extend a sin-
cere thank you to the many generous
sponsors, including Donovan's Meatery,
Buckley Vineyards, Chateau Meichtry,

FreshEdge, Brandon Elks
Lodge #2383, Jerry and
Roxanne Hujar, Robin
and Dennis Hujar, Jeffrey
. #%.= Homes, Supreme Roofing
B Services, RE/MAX Ex-
perts Property Manage-
ment, Outdoor Lighting
Perspectives, Krewe of
65 Roses, Total Resource
Financial, Planta-
J tion Realty, Beach
Place One Real
Estate Group,
Gene and Lucy
Watford and Tom
and Debbie Waw-
rzyniakowski, as
well as the doz-
ens of individuals
who contributed
items to both the
silent and live
auctions.

In addition, this event would not have
been possible without the dedicated team
of volunteers, including Serena Cole, Lucy
Watford, Jerry and Roxanne Hujar, Den-
nis and Roxanne Hujar, Mark and Debbie
Perricone, Sharon and Brian Sefcik and
Nathan Maloney and Ryan Reid from the
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.

Planning is already underway for next
year's event. Please mark your calendars
for ‘The Gift of Breath Gala,’ taking place
on March 28, 2027, at The Regent in Riv-
erview.

Robin Hujar, Sharon Sefcik and the en-
tire committee look forward to welcom-
ing you to what promises to be another
highly anticipated and meaningful eve-
ning.

ing that
| demand by
bringing pos-
d itive change
and hope to

celebration for
its Quest Kids &
Therapy Center |

in Brandon, lo- |

cated at 1307 {1 even more
Providence Rd., families in
as the nonprof- . the  Tampa
it expands ser- Bay commu-
vices for youth ity.”
with develop - Quest
mental disabil- - serves more
ities. = : than 800 in-
The Bran- Leaders from Quest Inc. and the Brandon Riverview Chamber of  dividuals dai-
don Riverview Commerce celebrate the grand opening and ribbon-cutting of the ly, providing
Chamber of W Quest Kids Therapy Center on Providence Road in Brandon education,
Commerce joined Quest § employment, life-skills

for the ribbon-cutting
ceremony on March 18
to unveil a new facility
where certified profes-
sionals help children ¥
and teenagers with
autism and other de-
velopmental disabilities
using applied behavior ¢
analysis (ABA) — one
of the only clinical-
ly proven methods to
change behavior. Fam-
ilies are offered expert
guidance on: :

* Early intervention services for autism

spectrum disorder
* Toilet training and personal hygiene
* Motor skills development

— training and residential
- = opportunities that em-
' power individuals with
developmental disabil-
ities to achieve greater
independence and qual-
ity of life.

®  For more information
* about Quest Inc. and its
services, visit https://
& questinc.org.

About Quest Inc.

For over 60 years,
Quest Inc. has trans-
formed the lives of
thousands of adults and children with de-
velopmental disabilities through a range
of services proven to increase capabilities
and quality of life. From the humble be-

* Life skills development ginnings of a single location serving eight

* Health and safety individuals to currently over 20 locations,

"The need for ABA therapy services has serving over 800 individuals each day in
never been greater, as doctors diagnose 1 Orlando and Tampa, Quest continues to
in 31 children with autism,” said John Gill, help those with developmental disabilities
president and CEO of Quest. "Through this experience a full life.
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'} Health Care
Designed for
Your Convenience

When life is nonstop, health care appointments shouldn’t slow you

down. At AdventHealth Care Pavilion Bloomingdale, we provide

comprehensive services for your whole health — all in one place.

Flexible and extended hours help you schedule an appointment that
works for you, so you can focus on the moments that matter most.

DINNETZ-

Bloomingdale

Imaging | Lab Services | Primary Care | Specialty Care

Schedule your appointment today.
@ AdventHealthCarePavilion.com
® 833-779-4326

AdventHealth

Care Pavilion
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; CELEBRATE AMERICA’'S 250TH BIRTHDAY \'g i kg

q AND FLORIDA'S BEST AVIATION EVENT! S :
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Live Country Daily Airshows & ‘ Thousands of Kids 12
Music by and Two Night Aircraft and a and Under
Cooper Alan and Airshows , Full Week of Fun FREE
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TICKETS
flysnf. org
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MORE THAN A JOB FAIR: ECHO
CONNECTS NEIGHBORS TO STABILITY

ECHO's mission
is to assist resi-
dents of unincor- |-
porated Hillsbor-
ough County who
are in crisis by

providing emer-
gency food and
clothing,  along §

with life-stabiliz-
ing programs and
resources.

ECHO's Oppor-
tunity Center works with |nd|V|duaIs ev-
ery day who are ready to work but need
support connecting to the right opportuni-
ties. The center hosted a job fair this past
March at New Hope Church in Brandon.
"This job fair was created to address a very
real need in Southeast Hillshorough Coun-
ty, helping neighbors move from instabili-
ty (unemployment or underemployment)
into sustainable employment,” said ECHO's
Director of Opportunity, Dianne Horncas-
tle. "ECHO is partnering with New Hope
Church and Better Together Jobs, an orga-
nization that hosts highly effective job fairs
across Florida and is known for creating an
encouraging, supportive experience for job
seekers.

Together, this collaboration allows us to
create a job fair that is not just about hir-
ing, but about restoring confidence, build-
ing connections, and opening doors.”

At a previous ECHO hiring event, even
with just one employer present, 55 neigh-
bors attended, and more than 30 left with
contingent job offers. "It's a powerful re-
minder of what's possible when opportuni-
ty and preparation come together,” Horn-
castle said. “This upcoming job fair expands
that impact significantly, bringing together
dozens of employers and hundreds of job

seekers in one
place.”

Attendees
got more than
a traditional
job fair; it was
designed to be
a  supportive
and empower-
ing experience
from start to
finish. “We had
approximately
40 employers on-site who are actively hir-
ing, along with 20 resource partners offer-
ing additional support services,” Horncas-
tle said. "Throughout the event, volunteers
greeted attendees, walked alongside them,
and helped make introductions to employ-
ers.”

"While employer and resource partner
spots for this event were full, there were
still meaningful ways for the community
to be involved,” Horncastle said. "We had
75-80 volunteers who helped to create a
welcoming and encouraging environment.
Volunteers served as guides and cheerlead-
ers, greeting attendees, walking alongside
them, helping make introductions, and of-
fering encouragement throughout the day.”

Horncastle and the team at ECHO hoped
that every person who attended would
leave with more than they came with at
the job fair. "That may be a job offer, a new
connection, a stronger resume, or renewed
confidence in their ability to move forward,”
Horncastle said. "We wanted neighbors to
feel seen, supported, and capable, and for
employers to connect with individuals who
were ready and motivated to work.”

If you would like to learn more about
ECHO or their future job fairs, you can visit
their website at https://echofl.org.
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FREEZE HITS HARD, BUT BLUEBERRIES
STILL HEADED TO MARKET

After a winter &
that hit harder |
than anyone ex-
pected, freezing
blossoms and
fruit and bruis- S
ing hopes, Florida &
blueberry grow- a&
ers are working to §Z=
recover from this [
chilly season. ‘

They're  coax- [
ing every bit of
sweetness they can from the surviving fruit,
ready to deliver berries that are as vibrant
and nutritious as ever, University of Florida
(UF) experts said.

Farmers are always trying to produce the
best berries for the market. Florida’s har-
vesting season runs from March through
May.

"Growers have already begun their recov-
ery efforts, including debris cleanup from
broken plants, resetting dislodged plants,
spraying fungicides, repairing irrigation sys-
tems and more,” said Doug Phillips, state-
wide blueberry Extension coordinator for
the UF Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences (UF/IFAS). "These efforts are in-
tended to promote plant health and recov-
ery, with an eye toward having a full crop
for the 2027 season.”

"There will be Florida blueberries in the
market this spring, although the volume
will be less than in a typical season,” Phillips
said. "Harvest is starting in the south re-
gion, that was less damaged by the freeze,
as well as in the north in protected tunnels.”

For other growers, blueberry season will
be in early to mid-April.

The extent of blueberry damage remains
to be seen, as UF/IFAS economists put to-
gether an official assessment of statewide

Staff Report

crop damage
from the 2025-
26 freezes
statewide.

Over
g 80-plus-year

d history of the
B UF/IFAS blue-
berry  breed-
w7 ing  program,

g researchers
have developed
about 70 va-
rieties. The latest should please the palate.
They include ‘Sharper,’ ‘Falcon’ and 'Senti-
nel.’

Growers are planting those berries
throughout much of Florida, Phillips said.

"These varieties provide high yields and
flavorful fruit. ‘Sharper’ and ‘Falcon’ in par-
ticular are large, very firm, tasty fruit, which
should help growers be profitable and con-
sumers to have a great eating experience
and repeat as blueberry buyers during our
market window," he said.

Josh Payne, a registered dietitian with
UF/IFAS Extension Hillsborough County,
categorizes blueberries as a 'superfruit,’ so
consumers eagerly await this fruit at the
market.

"Blueberries are one of those foods that
check every box,” Payne said. "They're
sweet, versatile and easy to add to yogurt,
oatmeal or just grab by the handful. If you
already love blueberries, it makes sense to
ask for Fresh From Florida blueberries at
the supermarket. You'll likely get better
flavor and freshness, and you're supporting
Florida farmers at the same time.”

If you are a blueberry grower, UF/IFAS
wants to hear from you about the extent of
the damage you experienced from this win-
ter's freezes. Visit https://ufl.qualtrics.com.
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KEEL FARMS BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL
RETURNS EVERY WEEKEND IN APRIL

Staff Report

Riverview Edition

Volume 24, Issue 4

ESPN2 TO AIR BIG BOY SOAP
HOCKEY'S RIVERVIEW TOURNAMENT

By Nick Nahas

Keel Farms is
excited to an-
nounce that the
18th annual Tam-
pa Bay Blueberry
Festival will kick
off on Saturday,
April 4. The Blue-
berry  Festival
will be open from
10 am-3 pm.
every Saturday
and Sunday in April
(except for Easter Sun-
day, April 5). It has be-
come one of the most &,
attended festivals for §#
both Tampa Bay area &
residents and tourists. 8

The Blueberry Fes-
tival spans the acre- KSR
age of the Keel Farms gz
property at 5202 W. &
Thonotosassa Rd. in
Plant City, offering fun
for the whole fami-
ly amid the beautiful
backdrop of the Keel + Curley Winery and
Keel Farms Agrarian Ales and Ciders.

This family and pet friendly celebration
of the blueberry harvest features local food
trucks, craft vendors, a kids" zone, bounce
houses, camel rides, a petting zoo, blueber-
ry shortcake eating competitions, U-pick
blueberries, games and special blueberry
releases by Keel + Curley Winery and Keel
Farms Agrarian Ciders.

"Our Blueberry Festival is our most popu-
lar event,” said Clay Keel, president of Keel
Farms. "Many families have made this a
springtime tradition, and we love welcom-
ing them back every year. For newcomers,
get ready to be blown away. There's no

£
------

powered by

qGH

other festi-
4 val in Tampa

#l Bay where
; you can take
. a camel ride,
= drink a blue-
= berry cider,
shop  local
vendors,
have a great
meal and
leave  with
J buckets of blueber-
ries."

The blueber-
2 ry U-pick will be
o offered on each
day of the festival
while supplies last
and weather per-
mits.  Harvested
prepackaged blue-
B berries will also
& be available for
purchase by the
& pound.
~  Admission is
free and on-site parking is $10.

Water will be available along with food
and drinks. No outside food or beverage
is permitted. Buckets are provided for the
U-pick, and no outside containers are per-
mitted. For more information about every-
thing Keel Farms has to offer, visit www.
keelfarms.com. For more festival informa-
tion, visit www.keelfarms.com/festivals.

About Keel Farms

Keel Farms is home to Keel + Curley
Winery and Keel Farms Agrarian Ales and
Cider. Its mission is to grow people, com-
munity and agriculture by always providing
memorable experiences through quality
farm products and sustainable practices.

SENIOR CENTER

greenbrook medical

The Big Boy
Soap  Hockey
League returns [m F
for its second gk
tournament
in two years
in the Tampa [
area. The tour- *
nament takes
place at the
Showmen's ™=
Club, located &=
at 6915 River- ==

view Dr. in Riverview, on Saturday May

16, from 10:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and will air on
ESPN2 in August.

The first tournament was held in Bran-
don last year at the J.C. Handly Sports
Complex and made its TV debut on ESPN2
in August 2025. Reruns on ESPNews are
shown frequently throughout the year.

Bloomingdale High School graduate
Nick Pletcher, who runs production com-
pany Glass Eye Creative out of Atlanta,
Georgia, wanted to bring soap hockey to
his hometown because of the potential in-
terest he thought the game would garner.
Over 100 people attended the filming of
the event last year. The popularity of the
contest made ESPN want to air anoth-
er tournament this summer. Spectators
are encouraged to attend the free event,
which will have food trucks, a drum line
and a live DJ to accompany the festivities.
A new mascot called Duck Duck Dude will
attend. The giant rubber duck with a wa-
ter gun will harass the players throughout
the afternoon.

The Big Boy Soap Hockey League, which
was created by Pletcher and his friends,
is back with new players, new uniforms
and brand-new logos, along with some
new concepts. Soap hockey is played on a

5 giant 30-foot-
by-40-foot,
§ soap-drenched
" tarp and is
| usually  three
™ versus three.
- Unlike regular
hockey, soap
hockey doesn't
have very many
rules but is also
very rough and

: tumble. Players
are aIIowed to grab other players sticks.
The style and concept are in the same vein
as the Savannah Bananas, with lax rules
and a goofy, fun environment.

“I'm really looking forward to kind of
trying to perfect this format and this tour-
nament some more,” said Pletcher. "Year
one was really about just getting togeth-
er and physically making it when kind of
figuring it out as we're going. I think we
really figured it out and I think that we are
going to catch lightning in a bottle, and we
have some really cool stuff in store.”

The event will consist of eight teamsin a
single-elimination format with 10-minute
games and live commentators. Popular In-
stagram hockey influencers from On The
Bench will be the two power players that
are allowed to sub in once a game for two
minutes to help out a team. Power-ups
are also a new addition this year, where
for one minute a team can force the oth-
er players to either swap out their sticks
for pool noodles or smaller sticks, or wear
blindfolds or ankle weights.

“Last year, I think we had a lot of fun,
it was a lot of high energy,” said Pletcher.
He wants the league to grow in popularity
like the Savannah Bananas.” For more, vis-
it www.boysoaphockey.com.

MEET YOUR
NEW DOCTOR

The New Standard in Senior Care.
Backed by Tampa General Hospital

Dr. Aida Berdasco

TGH Senior Center of Brandon

Dr. Leila Shafiq

TGH Senior Center of Riverview

“Dr. Berdasco and the entire staff
provide a warm, professional
atmosphere and are genuinely
concerned about your health and
well-being. It is always a positive
experience for me when | have an
appointment!” — Beverley W.

“Dr. Shafiqg has been great. She
spends extra time answering
my questions and is the first
doctor to convince me to take
some necessary medications.
VERY Pleased.” — Mark C.

Call (813) 725-1904 to Become a Patient! Rated 4.9 Stars on Google
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LENNARD JROTC RECOGNIZES SENIOR

HCPS SECURITY CHIEF NAMED FL
SAFETY SPECIALIST OF THE YEAR

John Newman,
chief of school ©
security and
emergency man-
agement for Hill-
shorough County

Public  Schools, .

has been select-

ed as Florida's

School Safety pintnmis
Specialist of the

Year, an honor
recognizing  ex-

ceptional  lead-

ership,  profes-

sionalism and dedication to the safety and
well-being of students and staff statewide.

The annual award is presented by the
Florida Department of Education to recog-
nize outstanding school safety specialists
who exemplify the highest standards out-
lined in Florida law. The 2026 honoree was
announced during Florida's National Sum-
mit on School Safety, held from March 29
through April 1 in Orlando.

Newman has served Hillsborough Coun-
ty Public Schools as chief of security and
emergency management since 2014. Under
his leadership, the district has strengthened
a comprehensive, districtwide approach
to school safety across more than 250
instructional and district sites, as well as
56 charter schools — supporting the daily
well-being of more than 200,000 students
and approximately 24,000 employees.

Among his many accomplishments, New-
man led the implementation of innovative
safety practices, including making Hillsbor-
ough County Public Schools one of the first
districts in the nation to adopt CENTEGIX
CrisisAlert countywide. He has also over-
seen continuous improvement of district
safety policies and procedures to ensure

4"
kS |
QA

Superintendent of Schools Van Ayres with John
Newman, chief of school security and emergency
management for Hillsborough County Public Schools.

alignment  with
e @yolving state laws
and guidance.
__ Before joining
the district, New-
man retired from
e the Tampa Police
* Department after
29 years of distin-
&9 guished  service,
~ including  assign-
ments in patrol, in
the Criminal Intel-
ligence Bureau, in
legal and internal
affairs and as an undercover narcotics de-
tective. He coordinated security and public
safety operations for major national events,
such as the Gasparilla, three NFL Super
Bowls, NCAA sporting events and the 2012
Republican National Convention, and he
supported Florida communities during hur-
ricane response efforts.

In addition to his district leadership,
Newman was appointed in 2023 to the
Marjory Stoneman Douglas Public Safety
Commission, reflecting his expertise and
trusted leadership at the state level.

"Chief Newman's proactive, thorough and
mission-driven approach has positioned
Hillsborough County Public Schools as a
model for school safety across Florida,”
said Superintendent of Schools Van Ayres.
“His dedication and leadership continue to
set a high standard for protecting students,
staff and our community.”

The School Safety Specialist of the Year
award highlights the critical role school
safety specialists play in maintaining se-
cure learning environments and fostering
strong partnerships with law enforcement,
emergency management and community
stakeholders across Florida.
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ISABELA STITT AS CADET OF THE YEAR

Staff Report

By Madeline Gardner

On March through-
25, the Len- out  her
nard High career as
School JROTC a Lennard
recognized JROTC
senior Isabela cadet. As
Stitt as Cadet a soph-
of the Year omore,
during its she was
annual  end- awarded
of-the-year a medal
awards  cer- from the
emony. Hon- local VFW
ored before post, and
the  JROTC as a ju-
staff and her nior she
peers,  Stitt earned
described the the Supe-
mor_n?nt as Lennard High School Principal, Denise Savino, presents the Cadet rior Cadet
fu|f||||_ng. of the Year award to senior Isabela Stitt. M € dal.
"Being Ca- Stitt was

det of the Year means a lot to me be-
cause ... I feel like I've put in a lot in four
years and I've worked really hard to help
this program and do a lot for myself
while in this program,” said Stitt. "And
being able to do Cadet of the Year was
like one of the big things that I worked
... [toward] since I was like a freshman,
and just being able to do that is like [a]
full-circle moment for me because now
I've finally achieved everything I can get
in JROTC."

Having joined the Lennard JROTC pro-
gram as a freshman, Stitt has since held
several staff and leadership positions.
During her sophomore year, Stitt served
as a company commander, and later as a
junior she managed the program'’s social
media team as the head S-6 officer. Now
in her final year, Stitt currently serves
as the battalion commander.

Stitt has also received various awards

notified of her selection as the Cadet of
the Year this past December.

After high school, Stitt plans to at-
tend the University of South Florida and
obtain a degree in criminology, with a
major in cybercrime. She hopes to work
for a government agency, like the CIA or
FBI, after college. Excited for the oppor-
tunities ahead, Stitt remains grateful for
her JROTC experience and the skills she
learned through her participation in the
program.

“Being in JROTC, ... I've gotten a lot
of good leadership opportunities, which
I think is probably one of the biggest
things T'll take [away] from JROTC,
because leadership — it's everywhere
in life,” said Stitt. "It can be with your
friends, your family, your jobs ... I'm go-
ing to take what I learned here and use
it in whatever job I have in the future
and wherever my career takes me."

Great Golf! Family Friendly! Welcoming Atrmosphere!

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION OPEN!

EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE!
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Riverview Edition

Volume 24, Issue 4

TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT US

TOP PRODUCER
2002-2025

THE #1 REAL ESTATE TEAM

IN

ILLSBOROUG

COUNTY

BrendaWade.com ¢ Direct: 813-924-8677




April 2026 Riverview Edition

Page 17

SPRING INTO
SOMETHING NEW!

Lets be REMARKABLLE together! swmaoom

LISTING &

OFFERED AT 505 S Bay Blvd
$2,999 000 Anna Maria, FL 34216

EXPERIENCE
YOU CAN TRUST.

RESULTS
YOU CAN SEE.

Office: 813-655-5333 ¢ Brenda@BrendaWade.com




Page 18

MEALS ON WHEELS EXPANDS TO APOLLO
BEACH, CALLS FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Riverview Edition

Volume 24, Issue 4

HILLSBOROUGH SENIORS MEET
EMPLOYERS AT FCA HIRING EVENTS

Meals on
Wheels of
Tampa is ex-
panding its
reach into the &
Apollo Beach
area, bringing
critical  meal
delivery  and
companion-
ship  services
to more home-
bound seniors
and individuals
in need. With the
expansion comes
an urgent call for
additional vol-
unteers, drivers,
donors and recip-
ients to help sus-
tain and grow the program.

Each day, the organization prepares and
delivers approximately 1,000 meals across
Hillsborough County. For many recipients,
the service provides far more than food.

"We nourish the body and our mission
is delivered in the last mile by 1,400 vol-
unteers,” said CEO Mandy Cloninger. “The
knock on the door is more than a meal; it's
a daily check-in."

Its meals are designed to meet a variety
of dietary needs, including heart-healthy,
renal and diabetic options. Each recipi-
ent receives a daily hot meal along with
a side dish, ensuring both nutrition and
consistency. Currently, the organization
operates 113 delivery routes and 18 dis-
tribution points throughout the county,
including a pickup location at First Baptist
Church of Riverview.

Despite the scale of the program, afford-
ability remains a priority. Eighty percent

Staff Report

of recipients
pay less
than $2.50
per  meal,
made possi-
ble through
community
donations
§ and volun-
teer support.
Meals on
Wheels  of
Tampais pri-
vately fund-
ed and does not
accept  direct
government
funding, relying
instead on the
generosity  of
local residents

MEALS

ON WHEELS
OF TAMPA

nourish - enrich - strengthen

and organizations.

Beyond nourishment, the program ad-
dresses a deeper need — human connec-
tion. For many homebound individuals,
a volunteer's visit may be the only inter-
action they have all day. These brief but
meaningful encounters help reduce isola-
tion, improve mental well-being and pro-
vide a vital safety check.

Founded in 1975 by Tampa resident Glo-
ria Fuentes, the organization began by de-
livering just 14 meals. Today, it has grown
into a cornerstone nonprofit, serving thou-
sands while staying true to its mission of
helping seniors maintain independence in
their own homes.

As the Apollo Beach expansion begins,
community involvement will be key to
continuing that mission. Those interest-
ed in volunteering, donating or receiving
services can learn more at the website at
www.mowtampa.org.

Tailored Travel, Where Every Trip Is A Treasure!

-~ GRUISE PLANNERS

——i

YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Book your
Mediterranean Cruises,

River Cruises, and Land Tours

through us in 2026!

We're your travel experts!

Call Today for More Info!

2

Franchise Owners

. [=] Matthew Gordon & Marji Beam
Cruise Planners® Independent

.Q

After a year spent
exploring career path-
ways and preparing
through professional
development lessons,
including elevator
pitches, resume build-
ing, and mock inter-
views, thousands of
Hillsborough  County
Public Schools seniors
will take the final step
in their Future Career
Academy (FCA) jour-
ney this April, meeting
face-to-face with em-
ployers ready to hire.

Six large-scale
hiring events taking

JOB

GET HIRED

no"“’

Join Us At BestFloridaJobs

East Tampa:
Central & South Tampa:

NW & NE Hillsborough:

* Mealthcare
« Manufocturing  « Utilties

FERIA DE
EMPLEO

.com Job Fairs To Brij

FIND YOUR CAREER

April 2| 1-2pm | TPepin’s Hospitality Centre

April 8 | 1-2pm | Tampa Convention Conter

By Emily Harper

§ events give them
the  opportunity
“4 to apply those
skills in front of
employers  who
are looking for
the next gener-
ation of talent.
This is a recipe for
post-graduation
success.”

Each event will
feature more than
50 local employ-
ers and training
organizations

JYour
€Sume

South Hillsborough:
April 15| 1-2pm | The Regent
East Hillsborough:
April 16 | 1-2pm | The Regent

* Trodes

place April 2 - 23 from

8am. to 2 p.m. across
Hillsborough  County
will serve as the capstone experience for
students enrolled in the Future Career Acad-
emy curriculum, a program designed by
Florida-based nonprofit Workforce Develop-
ment Partners (WDP) to help high school se-
niors transition directly from the classroom
into the workforce, job training programs,
and continued education.

Throughout the school year, FCA stu-
dents complete career readiness lessons
that include resume development, mock in-
terviews, professional communication, and
workplace expectations. The April hiring
events are designed to put those skills into
action with real employers.

“These events represent the culmination
of everything our students have worked to-
ward this year,” said Van Ayres, superinten-
dent of Hillshorough County Public Schools.
"Future Career Academy prepares students
with real-world skills, and these hiring

Make th
journey

CREDIT UNION

6106 Delancey Station Street

Riverview, FL 33578

: ‘ Plant City: from 16 indus-

April 911-2pm | Tampa Convention Conter  April 23 | I1-2pm | HCC Trinkle Center ) A .
tries,  including

« Finance + Retail & Logistics -

« dommmart - kienaserices | B3 | healthcare,  con-
prensuniip éﬂ struction,  retail,
Register: BestFloridaJobs.com o UG ufacturing,
and technology,

offering on-the-spot interviews, internships,
and entry-level positions. Recruiters from
the Armed Forces will also be on-site. Partic-
ipating organizations include AdventHealth,
BayCare Health System, Florida Army Na-
tional Guard, HCA Florida Healthcare, Hills-
borough College, Hillsborough County Public
Schools, Hillshorough Technical Colleges,
JPMorgan Chase, The Mosaic Company, Re-
gions Bank, Tampa General Hospital, TECO,
and The US. Army.

“College isn't the only option after grad-
uating,” said a Chamberlain High School
alumnus. “There are entry-level positions
and apprenticeships that not only prepare
us for a desired career but also pay reason-
ably.”

While the events serve as a final step in
the Future Career Academy experience for
seniors, organizers emphasize they are also
designed to benefit the wider community.

a
‘l

619 30th Street NE
Ruskin, FL 33570
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HOW MCAULEY FINE JEWELRY TURNS

Riverview Edition

MEMORIES INTO MASTERPIECES

McAuley Fine Jew-
elry has become one of
Brandon's most trust- @
ed names in fine jewel- B
ry, known for its blend f&
of craftsmanship, cus- |
tomer care and multi- §
generational expertise.
Whether you need |
jewelry repair, inspec- F==
tion, cleaning, ring siz-
ing, watch battery re- |
placement, appraisals §
or a custom-designed
piece, McAuley is your
one-stop shop for all
your jewelry needs.

The store's reputation is

C
reflected in the words of W Au Ie
customer Terry Vassalotti,

FINE JEWELRY

who shared, "I have to say it
was a real pleasure working with McAuley
Fine Jewelry. When my mom passed nearly
nine years ago, I was left with her wedding
ring. I didn't want to wear it as a ring but
wanted to repurpose it into a pendant to
honor her.”

Vassalotti's experience highlights the
personal attention McAuley Fine Jewelry
is known for. McAuley's expert jewelers
ultimately created a meaningful custom
pendant using her mother's diamond and a
sentimental stone of her own.

"I found out that I had enough credit with
the gold I brought in to pay for the setting as
well as the gold necklace that fits perfectly,”
said Vassalotti. "I met the owner, Ed, when
I picked up the finished job, and he couldn't
have been a nicer guy. I can't recommend
them enough.”

Since taking over the business in 2017,
Ed and Jenn McAuley have guided the store
through significant growth in staff, a new

Ed McAuley and Joe Martin share a moment in the
shop where their legacies meet — Martin’s Jewelers
became McAuley Fine Jewelry.

By Kelly Wise Valdes

location, and
new technology
including  laser
welding,  CAD
- and 3D printing.

“We purchased
the old Carson
Optical building
and moved the

. jewelry store
= from 664 Oak-
— = field to 201 S.
Kings  Avenue,”
said Jenn.

Even with
these  changes,
one thing has
remained  constant:
McAuley Fine Jewel-
ry's commitment to
exceptional service.

“Service and craftsmanship are where we
excel,” said Jenn. "Our jewelers have years
upon years of experience.”

Custom design continues to be a major
part of their identity.

"We recommend an appointment [for
custom designs],” said Jenn McAuley. "We
typically will have two consults. If you don't
know what you want, Ed listens for styling
cues. Also, we'll talk about using any old
scrap gold jewelry you may have.”

"Our younger employees are learning
from our jewelers with tons of experience,”
she added, “It's fun to have people come in
and see how they can be creative. Due to our
small business size, we still have the ability
to operate with freedom.”

McAuley Fine Jewelry is located at 201
S. Kings Ave. in Brandon. For more informa-
tion, call 813-689-8124, visit https://mcau-
leyfinejewelry.com/ or follow the store on
Facebook.
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If this was

childhoc

It’s time for a
colonoscopy.

Colorectal cancer is now a
leading cause of cancer death
in adults under 50, but when
caught early, it’s

AdventHealth makes
it easier to protect your future
through whole-person care
and preventive screenings.
We’ve made appointments more
convenient, while Al-assisted
technology is helping us catch
cancer earlier — so you can
keep feeling whole.

Schedule your screening today.
YourColorectalExperts.com

AdventHealth
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STRAZ CENTER BROADWAY SEASON INCLUDES WICKED, HAMILTON & MORE

(L to R) Tyler Fauntleroy and Jimmie J.J. Jeter in Hamilton national tour.

Straz Center for the Performing Arts
is delighted to announce the 2026-2027
Bank of America Broadway at Straz Center
season. The schedule includes Buena Vista
Social Club™, ‘Twas the Night Before ... by
Cirque du Soleil, Death Becomes Her, The
Great Gatsby, The Sound of Music, Boop!®
The Musical, Disney's Beauty and the Beast,
Operation Mincemeat: A New Musical and
the return of Tampa's most “popular” mu-
sical Wicked. In addition to the nine-show
package, the season features the Florida
premiere engagement of Oh, Mary! and en-
cores of Hamilton and Jersey Boys.

"We're excited to welcome another ex-
ceptional season of Broadway to Straz
Center and to share these extraordinary
productions with the Tampa Bay commu-
nity,” said Straz Center President and CEO
Greg Holland. “"From beloved audience fa-
vorites to award-winning new productions,
this season reflects the creativity, energy
and artistry that make Broadway so spe-
cial. Whether returning to experience a
longtime favorite or discovering something
new, audiences will find performances that
inspire, entertain and bring us together. We

Photo by Joan Marcus

studio. Once known as the "Queen of Feel-
ing,” her voice was celebrated throughout
Cuba — until she vanished from the spot-
light. When an ambitious young record
producer brings her a rare opportunity, the
elusive diva must finally reckon with her
past.

‘Twas the Night Before ... by Cirque du
Soleil runs Nov. 18-29. It's the holidays, and
this year, things are different. For years,
Isabella and her father have read “A Visit
from Saint Nicholas” together, but now Is-
abella feels she has outgrown the tradition.
When the magic of the poem comes to life,
a snowstorm separates them and sends
them on a fantastic journey.

Death Becomes Her runs Dec. 8-13.
The Tony Award-winning musical comedy
is based on the classic 1992 film, with di-
rection and choreography by Tony winner
Christopher Gattelli. It has been described
as “"a laugh-filled, tuneful musical to die
for" (Variety) and “a cheek-aching laughter
roller coaster — the most fun night out!”
(The Daily Beast).

The Great Gatshy runs Jan. 19-24. Based
on the novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald, the Tony

N FitNES
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P_rivate Personal Training Studio

FREE
Styku 3D scan
with precise
Fesults for clients

13456 BOYETTE RD., RIVERVIEW, FL
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Kyra Belle Johnson and Fergie L. Philippe in Disneys Beauty and
the Beast. Photo by Matthew Murphy Photo by Matthew Murphy

and energy” (Entertainment Weekly).

Wicked returns Feb. 3-28, telling the
story of two unlikely friends in the Land
of 0z — one born with emerald-green skin
and extraordinary talent, the other bubbly
and popular. Featuring songs like "Defying
Gravity,” "Popular” and “For Good,” Wicked
has been called “a magical Broadway mu-
sical with brains, heart and courage” (Time
Magazine).

The Sound of Music runs March 9-14.
For 65 years, this Rodgers and Hammer-
stein classic has remained one of America’s
favorite musicals. Directed by three-time
Tony Award winner Jack O'Brien, the story
of Maria and the von Trapp family contin-
ues to captivate audiences with themes of
love, resilience and the power of music.

Boop!® The Musical runs April 20-25.
Inspired by the iconic Betty Boop charac-
ter, the show follows Betty's adventure as
she escapes her black-and-white world for
a colorful journey in New York City. It has
been described as a "show-stopping rain-
bow of joy” (The Daily Beast) filled with
heart and humor.

Disney's Beauty and the Beast runs

e

We Care Like Family

ur community en asizes resort-style
Our community emphasizes resort-style

living with an all-inclusive approach to

medication care, housekeeping,

maintenance, chef-prepared meals
utilities, phone, internet, and TV. We aim

to create a vibrant and active lifestyle for

Staff Report

Photo by Joan Marcus
Jessie Davidson as Elphaba in the national tour of Wicked.

Menken and Tim Rice, the production in-
cludes classic songs like "Be Our Guest”
and "Beauty and the Beast,” along with
spectacular new sets and costumes.

Operation Mincemeat: A New Musi-
cal runs June 1-6, 2027. Set in 1943, the
show tells the true story of a secret Al-
lied mission that helped turn the tide of
World War II. An Olivier Award winner
for Best New Musical and a multiple 2025
Tony nominee, it has been called the "No. 1
Broadway Show of 2025” (Entertainment
Weekly).

In addition to the season package, the
Straz Center will present the Florida pre-
miere of Oh, Mary! April 6-11, 2027. The
dark comedy explores the life of Mary
Todd Lincoln in the weeks leading up to
Abraham Lincoln's assassination. Declared
“one of the best comedlies in years" by The
New York Times, the production earned
two Tony Awards, including Best Direction
of a Play, along with multiple other honors
and a Pulitzer Prize finalist designation.

For more, call the Straz Center Ticket
Sales Office at 813-229-7827 or outside
the Tampa Bay area at 800-955-1045 or

seniors. Living Our Best Life and making

memories while doing so.

Call Kristy for a Personal Tour!
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TOURS RETURN TO THE YUENGLING
BREWERY AFTER 8-YEAR HIATUS

After an eight-year
pause, brewery tours
are officially returning | fom
to the Yuengling Tam- %
pa Brewery. Bookings 1§
went live on March
15 for visitors to begin i
making reservations, meg
and tours began on R
March 20. The expe- §
rience offers guests 3
a  behind-the-scenes
look at America’s old-
est brewery brewing
beer inside Florida's
oldest operating brewery.

The relaunch of tours gives beer lovers
and history enthusiasts alike the opportu-
nity to learn about the craftsmanship and
tradition that define the Yuengling name.
Brewed locally in Tampa for more than 26
years, the brand is rooted in the company's
nearly 200-year legacy as a sixth-genera-
tion, family-owned and operated American
brewery.

Originally constructed in 1958 by the
Schlitz Brewing Company, the Tampa facil-
ity was one of the most advanced breweries
of its time. Ownership later transferred to
Stroh's Brewery before being purchased by
Yuengling in 1999, making Florida the com-
pany's second home behind the breweries
in Pottsville, Pennsylvania — and the oldest
brewery in America. Today, the Yuengling
Tampa Brewery continues the family brew-
ing legacy, blending tradition with modern
brewing technology to produce its iconic
beers for the Southeast region.

The Yuengling Draft Haus & Kitchen
opened on-site in Tampa in June 2023, Since
then, the only public access to brewery tours
was through the restaurant's monthly Eagle
Series Beer Dinner Experiences — chef-cu-

rated, multicourse
beer pairing din-
ners featuring
Yuengling  favor-
ites, like Traditional
Lager, alongside
small-batch,  lim-
ited-release Eagle
Series beers. The
_| return of regular-
ly scheduled tours
® now makes the
brewery  experi-
ence accessible to
a broader audience
of visitors to the Draft Haus & Kitchen be-
yond these exclusive, ticketed events.

Tour Experience Details

Yuengling Tampa Brewery Tour highlights
include:

* An overview of Yuengling's almost 200-
year heritage.

* Insight into Florida’s oldest operating
brewery.

* A guided behind-the-scenes look at the
brewing process.

* Photo opportunities throughout the fa-
cility.

* Opportunity to taste the broader port-
folio of Yuengling brands and special, limit-
ed-edition beers only available on-site.

Tours will be available on Fridays and Sat-
urdays, with plans to expand availability in
the future.

Tickets start at $1095 per person, and
tours are open to all ages. Guests ages 21
and up may upgrade their experience to in-
clude a guided beer flight tasting.

The Yuengling Tampa Brewery is located
at 11109 N. 30th St. in Tampa. To book tick-
ets, visit www.yuengling.com/tampa/. For
more information, visit the website or call
813-488-6444.
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CHAMPIONSHIP BANNER RISES AS
TAMPA BAY SUN FC CELEBRATES TITLE

HISTORY IN THEIR HOMES

By Libby Hopkins

Tampa Bay Com-
munity Design Center
(TCDC) is a nonprofit
organization dedicat- 44
ed to celebrating the
region's design and
architectural heritage Wi
while  encouraging &
preservation, sustain-
ability and community
engagement. Through
events, tours and part- |
nerships, TCDC helps £
connect people to the

places, stories and
ideas shaping Tampa
Bay.

“Through our architectur-
al tours, art events, gallery
talks, walking tours and pub-
lic installations, we inspire
a deeper connection to our
built environment and em-
power residents to actively
participate in shaping the
future of their communities,”
said TCDC board member Ju-
lia Gorzka Freeman.

This past March, TCDC partnered with
the Hillsborough Library System to help lo-
cal residents whose homes are 100 years
old or older find the history of their homes.

“"Curiosity, history and home converged at
the John F. Germany Public Library as his-
toric homeowners came together to uncov-
er the mysteries of their properties,” Free-
man said.

Led by longtime librarian and fifth-gener-
ation Tampa Bay resident Pam Tucker, the
free program taught local residents how
to utilize the library's archives and historic
documents, including plat maps, the Burgert
Brothers Photographic Collection and his-

LYNN .

Tampa Bay C()mmumty Deszgn Center ( TCDC)isa
nonprofit organization dedicated to celebrating the
region’s design and architectural heritage

torical newspa-
== pers, to research
= the past lives of
£ their homes.
% “Never under-
. estimate the fun
" trivial facts you'll
b find,” Tucker said.
b < "ProQuest Histor-
' ¥ ical Newspapers
' is a resource you
can access on-
_ line for free with
your library card
through the Hill-
shorough County
library  website.
They have articles from the
Tampa Tribune 1895-2015."

Freeman's home turned
100 vyears old this year and
she is planning on throwing a
party for it. Since her home
is 100 years old, she is a
member of The Century Club,
which is another program of-
fered by TCDC.

“The Century Club honors homes and
buildings in the Tampa Bay region that have
stood for 100 years or more,” Freeman said.

On Tuesday, April 21, The Century Club
will be hosting its first annual Century Club
Birthday Party and Awards at J.C. Newman
Cigar Company, located at 2701 N. 16th St.
in Tampa, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Tickets are
$25 for the party and awards ceremony.

"We're throwing a birthday party for Tam-
pa Bay's oldest residents, the houses and
buildings that were here before most of us
and are still standing strong,” Freeman said.

To attend the first annual Century Club
Birthday Party and Awards, you can visit its
website at www.tbcommunitydesign.org.
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The Tam-
pa Bay Sun
FC marked a
defining mo-
ment in fran- e
chise history
on March 18
as the club
raised its
first national
championship
banner at Suncoast Cred-
it Union Field in downtown
Tampa. The pregame ceremo-
ny, held during Women's Em-
powerment Night, celebrated
the team's groundbreaking
inaugural title and solidified
its place in the growing land-
scape of women's profession-
al soccer.

The banner unveiling came at a pivotal
time in the Sun’s season. Just days earlier,
the team battled through a physical con-
test against Carolina Ascent FC, ultimate-
ly falling 1-0 in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Despite the loss, the performance un-
derscored the resilience and competitive
identity that fueled the championship run.

“The ladies played a really strong perfor-
mance in a tough environment against a
good team, and we created a lot of chanc-
es,” said Denise Schilte-Brown, head coach
of Tampa Bay Sun FC. "I think there's a lot
to build on. We are never happy with not
getting points, but the team performed
well, and T am proud of them.”

That same determination was front and
center as the organization shifted its focus
from a hard-fought loss to a celebratory
milestone. The raising of the champion-
ship banner represented more than a past
achievement; it signaled the standard the

By Olivia Clark

team now
holds it-
j self to in
moving
8 forward.
| Players
echoed
t hat
‘S mindset
following
the Caro-
lina match, emphasizing
both accountability and
optimism.

"T was honored to
get the start,” said for-
ward Faith Webber, who
made her first profes-
sional appearance. "I
was hoping to help us
earn three points, so I
was disappointed about that.”

Forward Madi Parsons highlighted the
team's ability to stay composed under
pressure, a trait that defined its title-win-
ning campaign.

"We have a game plan, and one of my
biggest strengths is holding up that ball
and getting into tackles like that,” said
Parsons. "It's just buying into that game
plan and continuing to stay locked in in
games like this. We had so many chances
tonight, so that gives us energy to keep
going, no matter what the scoreline is.”

As the banner rose, it served as both a
celebration and a challenge, a visible re-
minder of what the Sun has accomplished
and what it expects to achieve again. For
fans, players and the Tampa Bay commu-
nity, March 18 represented the continu-
ation of something bigger than a single
season: the establishment of a champion-
ship culture.
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COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING
ENHANCED BY Al

By the time some patients report symp-
toms of colorectal cancer to a care provid-
er, tumors have had a chance to grow or
metastasize out of colon. At later stages,
cancer is much more difficult to treat.
Fortunately, more people are aware of the
lifesaving value of routine colon cancer
screenings, including colonoscopies. Now,
when specialists enlist smart technologies
like GI Genius, colon cancer screening can
be more powerful and effective than ever.
Used to assist in polyp detection through
enhanced visualization during a colonosco-
py, GI Genius was the first artificial intel-
ligence system of its kind available in the
US. It offers immediate analysis of vid-
eo-imaging data, flagging potential prob-
lem areas so physicians can take a closer
look to identify and remove precancerous
polyps.

"It's an intelligent endoscopy module,”
says Adnan Muhammad, MD, FACG, a
board-certified gastroenterologist and
physician lead for AdventHealth West Flor-

-

flooring

GET FLOORS NOW —

ida  Division
Gastroenter-
ology. “Al-as-
sisted colorec-
tal screenings
| using the GI
|/ Genius  give
‘ us  accurate,
real-time anal-
ysis of lesions,
including pre-
cancerous pol-
yps and other
abnormalities.
It  enhances
our  viewing
and diagnostic
J capabilities.”
Guided by
the physician, the GI Genius module adds
the power of AI to routine colonoscopy.
By instantly flagging trouble spots for the
gastroenterologist to assess, the GI Genius
module offers an extra level of accuracy.
The GI Genius module has been shown to
increase adenoma (precancerous lesions)
detection rate by up to 14.4%.

“The GI Genius works in concert with
our routine screening equipment,” says Dr.
Muhammad. "It examines the video feed
from the endoscope as we work, offering
accurate identification of lesions. It is high-
ly effective.”

Recent research shows that the GI Ge-
nius positively identified 99.7% of lesions.
It is a smart guide and a step forward in
protecting patients’ health and wellness
with early, lifesaving colon cancer screen-
ing.

The GI Genius is now offered at Adven-
tHealth Riverview. To learn more, visit on-
line at www.YourColorectalExperts.com.
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BLOOMINGDALE/BRANDON: THE ONCE RURAL HOME TO THE BEGINNING FAMILIES

Riverview Edition

The Brandon High School Class of 1970 gathers in McLean Stadium for

their graduation ceremony.

Bloomingdale is now a booming area with
restaurants, schools and shopping plazas
on every corner. But for natives growing
up in the 1950s-60s, this was not the case.
The area that we now recognize with busy
traffic and a lively atmosphere was a quiet
home to these individuals.

Candi Carter Martin, Jim Quick, Gail
Askew Sweeting and Donna Railey Hawkins
Harper are all Brandon natives who share
similarities in their childhood. For example,
they all attended the same schools, Yates
Elementary School and/or Brooker Elemen-
tary School, when it opened; Mann Middle
School; and Brandon High School, as those
were the only schools in the area. They also
share similar memories of going to Lithia
Springs and walking to catch the bus on U.S.
Highway 60 from their homes.

"Tt was a great life. It was an absolutely
great place to grow up. I have wonderful
memories here,” said Martin, reminiscing on
her life growing up in what was called South
Brandon.

Martin grew up on Bloomingdale Avenue,
on the property where Walmart and Chick-
fil-A are today. Her grandparents settled
there, having property on both the north and
south sides of the road.

Martin reminisced on a funny story, tell-
ing how rural the area once was: "My job as
an elementary-age kid was to stand in the

middle of Blooming-
dale Avenue and hold
my hands up, to stop
any traffic that might
come. Which I stood
there, hoping that a
car would come so
I would get to stop
them. But typically,
there was none. It was
nothing but a loose P

gravel road at that i
time.”

In the late 1960s and early '70s, her fam-
ily had an unoccupied barn on the property.
This barn was then utilized and became the
first station for the Bloomingdale Volunteer
Fire Department.

Martin shared that four generations grew
up on that property, with her children being
the last, as they sold it to become the devel-
oped area we know today. However, Martin
still lives in the area today and is still active
in the community.

Quick was raised on the corner of
Bloomingdale Avenue and Bell Shoals Road,
which at that time was known as ‘Quick Cor-
ner.” His great-grandparents established on
that corner in the late 1920s. This property
spanned from what is now known as CVS,
north and east covering between 25-40
acres.

A McDonalds being built that still stands on us, Huwy. 60 today.

The Quick family homestead around the year 1925.

The land
was then split
up to the five
children once
they were
grown, Quick’s
parents. Quick
specifically
lived on the
lot where the
strip mall is
now, where
shops like

1

\

Green Boutique are.

During this time, Quick explained,
Bloomingdale was a distant region. When
he would mention that he lived in Blooming-
dale, people would say, "Oh, you're from way
out there?”

Today, none of the property is still in the
family, as they slowly started selling the land
in the mid '70s up until the past few years.
After graduating from Brandon High School,
he went on to serve in the Air Force for 20
years and then moved back to the area after
his retirement.

Sweeting grew up on around 80 acres
of land off Pauls Drive in Brandon. On this
property, her family lived on one street, in-
cluding her grandparents, aunts, uncles and
cousins. She stated, "We could all say good
night to each other or good morning to each

Volume 24, Issue 4

By Emily Harper

«r

The house on the north side of Candi Cater Martin’s family
property. This photo was taken circa 1928.

other,” which illustrates the proximity of the
houses.

Her family worked together on the large
property to manage a farm on their off days.
There they grew vegetables and raised ani-
mals.

Sweeting cherishes her childhood in this
area, as she met lifelong companions there.
First, her hushand and high school sweet-
heart Craig, and also one of her best friends,
still to this day, Harper. The connections that
she made through this community are ones
that she still holds close to her heart. Sweet-
ing now lives on a piece of land in Wimauma,
where she continues to enjoy a serene life.

Harper spent her childhood on 40 acres
off Bryan Road, cater-cornered to what is
now Burns Middle School. There she has
fond memories of “living out in the country,”
which is hard to fathom with the growth
and development the town has experienced.
Additionally, her mother was one of the first
Girl Scout leaders in the area. Through her
mom’s leadership, young girls in the area
learned important lessons about life, guiding
them to success.

Harper eventually moved away when she
got married and had children. However, she
found her way back to Bloomingdale where
she retired as a teacher with Hillsborough
County Public Schools and spent lots of time
as a neighbor to her grandchildren.
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ROCK STEADY BOXING HELPS
PARKINSON'S PATIENTS FIGHT BACK

A specialized
fitness  program |
designed for peo-
ple living with
Parkinson's  dis- &
ease offers partic-
ipants a chance to
improve strength,
balance and con-
fidence  through
non-contact box- |
ing exercises.

Rock  Steady
Boxing Fishhawk, . '
has been serving the communlty for the past
9 % years, using training techniques inspired
by professional boxers and adapted for in-
dividuals with Parkinson's. Classes include
stretching, balance work, strength training,
coordination, as well as guided boxing drills,
all led by trained coaches. The program is
open to men and women of all ages and
stages of Parkinson's.

Health experts note that Parkinson's dis-
ease is being diagnosed more frequently, in-
cluding among women and at younger ages
than in the past, making programs like this
increasingly important for early intervention
and long-term quality of life.

T am fortunate to be able to share this
program in the community,” said Kathy
Glazewski, a NASM-certified Senior Fitness
trainer as well as a Parkinson's Disease Fit-
ness Specialist. "Teaching exercise to peo-
ple living with Parkinson's is not just about
movement-it's about restoring confidence,
reclaiming strength, and reminding every
person in the room that their body is still ca-
pable, resilient, and worth fighting for. Par-
kinson's may challenge them, but it does not
define them.”

Coach Glazewski completed Rock Steady
Boxing's intensive training camp at their

Edward Jones

headquarters  in
. Indianapolis and
is certified to lead
classes for individ-
uals with Parkin-
§ son's disease. Rock
Steady Boxing
Fishhawk is one of
the more than 800
o affiliates  world-
wide.

Participants of-
ten report a wide

. range of benefits,
including improved coordination, strength
and overall fitness. Many also experience
increased confidence, better posture, en-
hanced motor skills and a stronger sense of
community through the supportive group
environment.

For Riverview resident Silvia Fabelo, the
program has been life-changing. After no-
ticing a tremor in her right foot, she sought
medical advice and was diagnosed with Par-
kinson's disease at a relatively young age.
Her neurologist recommended Rock Steady
Boxing.

“T went straight from the doctor’s office to
the program,” Fabelo said. "I found a group
of people supporting me and a network of
information. I want to make sure everyone
knows about this program.”

Parkinson's disease affects an estimated 1
to 1.5 million Americans, with approximate-
ly 60,000 new cases diagnosed each year.
Advocates say growing awareness and ear-
lier diagnosis are helping more people seek
supportive therapies sooner.

Rock Steady Boxing classes are held at
3636 Erindale Drive, Unit 103, in Valrico.
For more information, visit the website at
www.rocksteadyboxing.org or email fish-
hawk@rshaffiliae.com

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Missing the best days

Long-term investing is relatively simple, but it isn’t always easy. Volatile markets
tend to make investors nervous, particularly because when the stock market drops,
it receives much more attention than when it rises.

We believe the best asset allocation policy in the world won’t matter much if you don’t stick to your long-term
investment strategy. We don’t view stock market declines as a reason to sell quality investments. Rather, declines
present an opportunity for investors with long-term goals to purchase additional investments at attractive prices.

You want to be invested on the “best” days. The problem is that no one knows when these days will occur. We believe
buying investments when you have the money available and staying invested give you the best potential for success.

Below is an example of how returns can be impacted by missing some of the best days to be invested.

Market timing doesn’t work

Value of a $10,000 investment in the S&P 500 beginning in 1996

$250,000

$200,000 $192,167

$150,000

$100,000 $85,490

7.4%

$50,000 $49,551

Invested
entire period

Missed 10
best days

Missed 20
best days

$31,123

Missed 30
best days

$20,522

2.4% $13,921
B 0

Missed 50
best days

Missed 40
best days

Number of best days excluded

Adam M benAbram
Financial Advisor

a  10312W Bloomingdale Ave
Suite 105
Riverview, FL 33578
813-626-3052

Sources: Morningstar Direct and Edward Jones calculations. S&P 500 Total
Return Index. 1/1/1996 - 12/31/2025. These calculations assume the best
days, as defined as the top percentage gains for the S&P 500 for the time
period designated, would not be included in the return. These calculations do
not include any commissions or transaction fees that an investor may have
incurred. If these fees were included, it would have a negative impact on the
return. The S&P 500 is an unmanaged index and is not available for direct
investment. Past performance does not guarantee future results. Dividends can
be increased, decreased or eliminated at any point without notice. This is not
meant to depict a real investment.

ANG-4736T-A-E-MA EXP 31 MAR 2027 ©

2026 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD 27791960

www.edwardjones.com/adam-benabram
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10-MINUTE FULL SERVICE OIL CHANGE

BRAKES ALIGUNEXT

Valid for conventional and full synthetic oil chan
Not to be combined with any other offer.
On\y valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations.
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Lowest Prlcmg on
TIRES, MAINTENANCE & AUTOMOTIVE REPAIRS
10524 CR 672 | 813-499-0884 1 NOW OPEN! |
11690 Boyette Rd, Riverview | 813-499-9606

Any Air Condition Repair

Not to be combined with any other offer.

Only valid at Riverview FL - Boyette & CR 672 locations. Exp:5/31/2026 I

M-F: 8am - 6pm, Sat: 8am - 5pm, Sun: Closed |, O ‘2 Fieven P -Soyete 8 CR 072 ocatons. _ Expio312026 7

HELPING FAMILIES PLAN
FOR THE FUTURE

Estate Planning
Medlcald and Long Term Care Planning
Powers of Attorney
Guardian Advocacy
Probpte and Trust Admlmstratlon

-

THE LAW OFFIGES OF

LE E. OHALL *

~ M EDUCATE

Laurie Ohall
FL Board Certified
Elder Law Attorney

r|\

)438 8503 | WWW,bHALLLAW COM

MOM & BABY CLASSES
FOR GROWING FAMILIES

UPCOMING CLASSES

Maternity Tour
Thursday, April 9 | Sunday, April 12
Friday, April 17

Newborn Care & Safety
Tuesday, April 28
Childbirth Preparation
Saturday, April 18
Infant Massage
Class Schedule TBD
Prenatal Yoga
Thursday, April 23

Breastfeeding 101
Monday, April 27

FREE to attend

Virtual & in-person
options available

Led by trusted
healthcare
professionals

We offer many other free classes and
seminars designed to support your overall
health and wellness.

844.630.5295

Scan the QR
code to learn
more & register

<L HCA FIorida

119 Oakfield Drive, Brandon, FL 33511
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APRIL HONORARY MAYOR'S RACE
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PROJECT HELPS SMALL BUSINESSES
PREPARE FOR A WORST-CASE SCENARIO

BENEFITS LOCAL CHARITIES

The Bran-
don Riv-
erview
Chamber  of
Commerce
is excited to
announce
the  upcom-
ing Honorary
Mayor’'s Race,
taking place
throughout
the  month
of April. This
highly an-
ticipated annual event brings together
community leaders for a fun, high-energy
fundraising campaign that celebrates local
pride while making a meaningful impact.

Two outstanding candidates will step
into the spotlight, each rallying support
for charitable organizations close to their
hearts:

* Abe Agosto, "Mortgage Coach Abe,”
of United Direct Lending, representing Im-
pact Program and A League of Their Own
Riverview

* Sunni Moreno of After Glow aesthet-
ics & wellness, representing Angel Foun-
dation Florida and Hope for Her

Throughout April, the candidates will
engage the community through a series of
exciting and creative fundraising events,
all in the spirit of friendly competition. Ev-
ery dollar raised counts as a “vote,” with
proceeds directly benefiting the candi-
dates’ selected charities.

“This event is a perfect example of how
our business community comes together to
create a positive impact,” said Brandon Riv-
erview Chamber of Commerce President,
Amber Aaron. "The Honorary Mayor's Race
is not only a fun and engaging competition,

Abe Agosto

but also
an oppor-
tunity to
support
incredible
organiza-
tions that
are doing
meaning-
ful  work
right here
in our
communi-

Sunni Moreno

T h e
Honorary Mayor's Race highlights the
Chamber's commitment to strengthening
connections between businesses, non-
profits, and residents. By participating,
attending events, or contributing to a can-
didate's campaign, community members
play a direct role in supporting important
local causes.

A full lineup of fundraising events will
take place throughout April. Community
members are encouraged to attend, par-
ticipate, and show their support.

For event details and ways to get in-
volved, please visit the Chamber's event
calendar at www.centralhillsborough-
chamber.com.

About the Brandon Riverview

Chamber of Commerce

The Brandon Riverview Chamber of
Commerce is dedicated to helping local
businesses grow by fostering connec-
tions, promoting economic development,
and supporting a thriving business com-
munity.

Through advocacy, networking, and
community engagement, the Chamber
serves as a catalyst for success in the
Brandon and Riverview areas.

TcH | IMAGING

30 YEARS OF EXPERTISE

TGH Imaging provides
screening and diagnostic
expertise in a wide

range of technologically
advanced imaging
services to get you the
answers you've been
looking for. We offer
convenient locations near
you in Brandon, Riverview,
and Sun City Center.

-

FL-618

- 427 S. Parsons Ave, Ste. 100
« 3350 Bell Shoals Rd

- 10621 Big Bend Rd

+ 3862 Sun City Center Blvd

Scan to Find More Locations
Throughout Tampa Bay

O[O0

CARROLLWOOD

SOUTH
TAMPA

TAMPA

Usi301

FL-618 1-75

BRANDON

A

APOLLO ‘ ‘

BEACH

Us 301

SUN CITY
CENTER

(813) 489-5120

TGHimaging.com
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As the Through
2026 hurri- guided
cane season PROJECT discus-
approaches, sions, par-
the Tampa ' ticipants
Bay Region- PHOENIX o evaluate
al  Planning # business

Council TAMPA BAY REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL continui-

(TBRPC) is

urging small businesses to prepare now
through Project Phoenix, an innovative
training initiative that combines a realis-
tic Category 5 hurricane video simulation
with interactive tabletop training exercises.
The TBRPC will be hosting six countywide
training exercises across the Tampa Bay
Region from Monday, April 20, through Fri-
day, May 1.

The program immerses participants in a
powerful, scenario-based experience that
asks a critical question: What would hap-
pen if a catastrophic hurricane directly im-
pacted the Tampa Bay region?

Project Phoenix features a video simula-
tion of a Category 5 hurricane making land-
fall in Tampa Bay, illustrating the storm’s
formation, impact and devastating after-
math. The experience is paired with facil-
itated tabletop exercises that guide small
business owners and emergency managers
through real-world decision-making at ev-
ery stage of disaster recovery, from imme-
diate response to long-term rebuilding.

The training is structured around four
key recovery phases:

* One Day Later: Immediate impacts and
damage assessment.

* One Week Later: Short-term recovery
operations.

* One to Six Months Later: Long-term re-
covery planning.

* One Year Later: Full recovery and resil-
ience building.

ty  plans,
emergency  communications,  staffing
challenges and financial recovery strate-
gies. The program also integrates lessons
learned from real business owners impact-
ed by past hurricanes, including Helene and
Milton, providing practical insights that can
be applied before disaster strikes.

"Small businesses are the backbone of
our regional economy, but many are not
fully prepared for a catastrophic storm,”
said TBRPC Executive Director Wren Krahl.
"Project Phoenix helps business owners
visualize the risks and, more important-
ly, equips them with the tools to recover
quickly and reopen.”

The urgency is clear: Studies show that
up to 40 percent of small businesses may
never reopen after a major disaster with-
out adequate preparation. Project Phoenix
is designed to change that outcome by
strengthening coordination between busi-
nesses and emergency management agen-
cies and improving preparedness across
the region.

The full-day tabletop training exercises
will be held in each county for small busi-
nesses and local government staff, with the
Hillsborough event being on April 20 at the
Children's Board of Hillsborough County, lo-
cated at 1002 E. Palm Ave. in Tampa, from
8:30 am.-4 p.m.

To learn more about Project Phoenix or
register for the event, visit https://phoenix.
tbrpc.org/.

-

Preaklast Sevved WU Day!
3:00 PM to Close A REAL GOOD DAY STARTS WITH

Locally Owned and Operated
813-741-3200 | 10293 Big Bend Road, Riverview

REAL. GOOD.
BREAKFAST.”

SUNDAY

10:00 AM

HONORING MOTHER’S DAY

Mother's Day of
Remembrance in the Park

Bring family and friends to thank every mom, mama, and mother
figure for sharing love and light.

Come sign a colorful ribbon and tie to a tree with a special message to Mom.

10am - 1pm
Free Mother’s Day gifts

(while supplies last)

Pre-plan your memorial wishes.
6919 Providence Road Riverview, FL 33578
MEMORIALPLANNING.COM
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HONEST FOOD GUY GIVES REVIEWS
AT A LOCAL RESTAURANT NEAR YOU

By Libby Hopkins

Adam  Turner [
has been a para- |
normal investiga-
tor, been on the
TV. show Pawn
Stars and is know
in the communi-
ty as The Honest |
Food Guy. "I love
food,” Turner said.
“Until high school,
I really didn't get
to experience dif-
ferent foods. My
high school had a
culinary class as an
elective. That's when
I started trying new
things and that's
where I feel in love
with food.”

His passion for food
then turned into tell-
ing people about food.
T started writing on
Trip Advisor and so-
cial media,” Turner
said. "I started a food page on Facebook
when we moved to Florida, Honest Respect-
ful Food Reviews of Hillsborough County and
I would write my reviews there. Last year
a restaurant owner asked me why I didn't
make content as well. I told him I had no
idea how and he convinced me to try. The
rest is history.” The Honest Food Guy was
born!

Turner and his family visit local restau-
rants and give honest food review of what
they eat. "Almost everything has been posi-
tive,” Turner said. "Most restaurant owners
have been extremely welcoming and love my
vision. They are open to it."

Turner goes into the different restaurants

p=v / ]
4_/-_-./"'(57(6 ,

Adam Turner aka The Honest Food Guy has a
passion for food and sharing his reviews of local
restaurants on his Facebook page.

as just a regular cus-
tomer. "I don't do the
normalinfluencer thing
and have these places
pay me to come in. I
come in unannounced,
~ buy my own food, and
give a real and honest
review,” Turner said.
"The only way to be
real is to come in as a
normal customer with-
out anyone knowing
I am there. T believe
less than five restau-
rants have taken offense to
this and even a few took to
social media to try to dis-
credit me. It's sad but be-
yond my control when this
happens. Some people don't
care for honesty, but most
do. I have formed amazing
relationships with some of
these owners, and T am so
grateful for that.”

Every day is an adventure
for Turner and his family. "I love the un-
known. I get excited to try these places and
whether the score is high or low, I love get-
ting to tell people about these places,” Turn-
er said. "It is advertisement whether I enjoy
it or now. The people who choose to hate
me completely ignore the end where I invite
everyone to come try it for themselves, re-
gardless of what I think. I love involving my
family on the journey. My kids think it's the
greatest thing ever and I am leaving a lega-
cy for them to continue.”

If you would like to learn more about The
Honest Food Guy, you can visit his Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/profile.
php?id=61571945455265.
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Roof Repairs, Replacement
& Maintenance

Shingle, Flat, Tile & Metal

Blown-In Insulation * Solar Attic Fans

(813) 689-ROCF &)

 CARDINAT

BUILDING AND RESTORATION

CGC1537220 / IICRC #70229671

Fire, Smoke, Water
& Mold Remediation

24/7 Emergency Water Extraction
Structural Drying, Tarp & Board-Up
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HILLSBOROUGH UNVEILS NEW ONLINE
SYSTEM TO RESERVE CAMPING SPOTS

Want to get S &8RS
away somewhere
close to nature,

with plenty of room !&#
to relax and just 8%
feet away from a |

wide array of rec
reational opportu
nities? Booking a ==
spot at one of Hill- Es

shorough County's '

almost 200 camp- ° %
sites in three of jts FEsEEEE
most popular conservation parks B
just got a lot easier.
The county has unveiled a new
online reservation system, which
means that prospective campers no
longer need to arrive early and in
person to reserve a spot at Edward *
Medard, E.G. Simmons, or Lithia Springs
Conservation Parks. The online system
allows campers to see when and where
vacant campsites are available and to re-
serve and pay for the specific site(s) up to
six months in advance. Additionally, camp-
ers can search for sites with the amenities
they desire, including electricity, water, pic-
nic tables, grills and campfire rings.
Camping fees remain the same: $24 per
site per night, $18 for those ages 55-64
and $12 for Hillsborough County residents
ages 65 and older. All three conservation
parks allow for both RV and tent camping.
In addition to camping, these conserva-
tion parks offer many other distinct ameni-
ties. Edward Medard Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 6140 Turkey Creek Rd. in Plant City,
is home to a 700-acre reservoir, observa-
tion tower, hiking trails, a disc golf course,
picnic shelters and a large playground
area. Lithia Springs Conservation Park, lo-
cated at 3932 Lithia Springs Rd. in Lithia,

.......

Staff Report

¥ includes picnic
B shelters, hik-
ng trails, ca-
noe rentals, an

pictur-
= esque  views
of the Alafia
River. The

W centerpiece
of the park
is a large
i freshwater
spring that
== is  popular
— with swim-
Giis = mers year-
- round. E.G.

- b Simmons
Conservation Park, located at 2401
19th Ave. NW in Ruskin, borders Tampa Bay
and offers a large boat ramp facility, ca-
noe/kayak rentals, a beach and swimming
area, picnic shelters, fishing areas, two
playgrounds and 200 acres of mangroves
reserved for a bird and wildlife sanctuary.

The following number of campsites are
available:

* E.G. Simmons Park, 103 sites.

* Lithia Springs Park, 45 sites.

* Edward Medard Park, 43 sites.

RV campers are limited to stays of 30
consecutive days per park; tent campers
can stay up to 14 days within a 30-day
period. A maximum of two dogs or cats is
allowed. Also, the individual who reserved
the campsite must be physically present at
check-in.

For more information regarding camp-
ing options at Hillsborough County’s con-
servation parks, please visit the website at
www.hcfl.gov/camping.

2N Caring
& Transitions.

+ Senior Relocation - Downsizing - Estate Sales -

Wherever you are headed,

help is always just
a phone call away.

e Senior Relocation

¢ Moving Assistance

o Estate Liquidation

¢ Online Auctions

¢ Home Clean-outs

e Packing Services

AJohnson@CaringTransitions.com

813.578.8656

’,"' Njilli

CaringTransitionsOfRiverviewFl.com

C&EBT

MILKSHAKE

HOURS:
SUNDAY - SATURDAY

NOW
|
12:00 - 10:00 M UL

MILKSHAKEFACTORY.COM/LOCATIONS/SOUTHSHORE

+o THE SIMP

esT FACTORY ™o

YOURSELF

(813) 722-1818
10446 STELLING DR, RIVERVIEW
(301 - IN THE MISSION BBQ PLAZA)
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Spring Tea,
ECHO Derby,
Cracker Country
Day & More...

Compiled by Jenny Bennett
jbennett@ospreyobserver.com

Angel Foundation FL Ladies
Spring Tea

The Angel Foundation FL invites you to
join them for its 2026 Ladies Spring Tea
event on Thursday, April 23, at The Regent,
located at 6437 Watson Rd. in Riverview.
This fundraiser provides the Angel Founda-
tion FL with gift cards to distribute to its
Angel families facing a crisis, such as can-
cer or other catastrophic events, through-
out the year.

You and your guests will enjoy a won-
derful evening to celebrate with friends,
including a fashion show, a silent auction
and an inspiring message from an Angel
family served by the Foundation Angel
program.

Learn more and register at https://an-
gelfoundationfl.com/spring-tea/.

The Derby: A Fundraising Event

Benefiting ECHO

Join us on Saturday, May 2, at the Hill-
shorough County Fairgrounds for The Der-
by, an elegant and entertaining evening in
support of ECHO and its mission to assist
families in crisis.

Guests will enjoy classic mint juleps and
asilent auction featuring a variety of excit-
ing items. Attendees can also experience
the refined atmosphere of Mi Casa Cigars

and take part in a Best Hat Contest,
with prizes awarded for standout derby
styles.

All proceeds from the event will di-
rectly support ECHO's life-stabilizing
programs, helping provide essential
resources and hope to local families in
need.

Dress in your finest derby attire and
be part of an unforgettable night of
community, generosity and celebra-

tion.

Pelican Players Community

Theater Presents Farce Of Nature

The non-stop hilari- -
ty of Farce of Nature,
penned by the noted
playwriting team of
Jessie Jones, Nicho-
las Hope and Jamie
Wooten, focuses on
one chaotic day in the
life of the Wilburns,
the owners of a strug-
gling fishing lodge
in the Ozarks. As in
every farce, there |
are wild and unusual
happenings, mistaken
identity, frenzied confrontations, ridiculous
disguises and secrets exposed as the fami-
ly deals with a Witness Protection snitch, a
cop dressed as a maid, a discontented wife
and outrageous, unexpected guests.

All performances are at the Kings Point
Veterans Theater in the North Clubhouse,
located at 1900 Clubhouse Dr. in Sun
City Center, and audiences will have four
opportunities to see the play, starting on
Thursday, May 14. Tickets are on sale now
at the Kings Point Box Office from 8:30
am.-4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Music And Art Homeschool Day

At Cracker Country
Discover some of Florida's rich music

Dear friends, read this...

For the past few months, we've been having what some call
“back of the envelope conversations” about Medicare and
financial planning. But what does that really mean?

It means straightforward. No fluff. No jargon. No wandering
through the acres of the financial buzz-o-sphere trying to figure
out what matters. Instead, it’s a focused conversation built
around what actually moves the needle for you.

Because the truth is, most of the noise out there doesn’t matter.
Very little of it meaningfully improves your life. Our role is to
filter it down to the few critical ideas and strategies that do.

That starts with helping you get great — not rationed — Medicare
coverage. You've already paid tor it. You deserve better. And yes, it’s
possible to access better care without spending more money.

It also means building retirement income that grows and is
protected. Income you won't outlive. Income that inflation and
taxes don’t quiet11:ly erode over time. In many cases, it’s possible

cantly more income from the same capital —
without taking on greater risk.

to generate signi

And legacy planning? You don’t need to be ultra-wealthy or
write new checks to make a meaningful impact. A few
thoughtful adjustments can create real, lasting results.

That's what a back of the envelope conversation is: clear,
practical, and centered entirely on you.

No pressure. No nonsense. Just an honest discussion about
what’s possible.

You make the coffee or tea. We'll bring the envelope.

] Johnson,
MSES, CFP®, CFS®

Certified Financial Planner™

813 477-7642

(J is the founder of Johnson Brothers & Kurios, Inc, est 1995 and affiliated with Sequent
Planning, LLC, a national RIA and Elaine is a
connected to one of the nation’s largest Medicare

gartner of MedEdSeniorSolutions.com and

Elaine Johnson,
RN, BN

Medicare Specialized

813 450-6473

MOs. They make their home in Brandon, Fl.)

FARCE

MAYIEG.2006

and art history at Cracker Country Music
and Art Homeschool Day on Tuesday, May
12. While visiting the museum’s historic
buildings, homeschoolers can participate
in activities designed to make late-19th-
through-early-20th-century art and music
come alive.

Enjoy live musical demonstrations on the
dulcimer, mandolin and conga drum; make
your own musical instrument; and do some
‘everyday’ chores, like churning butter and
cleaning laundry on a washboard.

Advanced ticket purchase is required
from its website at https://floridastatefair.
com/event/homeschool-day-music-art/.

i o
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Impact Teen Huddles

The Impact Pro-
gram is now offering
Teen Huddles, a faith-
based small group
‘huddle’ intended
to help students
understand God's
word, ask honest
questions and learn
how to apply bibli-
| cal truths to real-life
situations. Students
in sixth through 12th grade
meet on the second and fourth Mondays
of each month from 6:30-7:45 p.m. at 3115
Lithia Pinecrest Rd. in Valrico. For more in-
formation, contact Kayla Dorman, an Im-
pact intern, at kdorman@whatisimpact.
com or 863-220-3829.
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Community Service Scholarship

Applications are now being accepted by
the Democratic Women's Club of Southeast
Hillsborough County for this year's Sandra
Morehouse Community Service Scholar-
ship. Visit the website at https://sehillsbor-
oughdwc.org/ and scroll down to access the
application. Applications must be received
by Thursday, April 30, and can be emailed
to smorehousescholarship@gmail.com.

Community Holocaust

Memorial Service

On Monday, April 13, at 7 p.m., a com-
munitywide interfaith Yom HaShoah
service to remember the victims of the
Holocaust will take place at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church of Sun City Cen-
ter at 1971 Haverford Ave. in Sun City
Center. The service will include prayers,
memorial candle lighting and read-
ings. Songs representing the faith at the
time of the Holocaust will be sung by a
community choir, led by Jeff Jordon, mu-
sical director at the church.

As a community, we will come togeth-
er to remember what happened to the
victims of Hitler, and to remember the
heroes who did
not live to tell
their stories. The
community is
encouraged to
attend.

Dominion

Sanctuary

Dominion
Sanctuary of
Tampa Bay Inc.,
a beacon of light, is here to bring resto-
ration of hope back into the lives of indi-
viduals. It is a family-oriented church fo-
cused on one-to-one interactions where
you feel that you belong and are accepted.
It builds family, it builds community and
it restores hope. It is presently searching
for a new place to worship, but for now it
meets on Sundays at 9 a.m. in the meet-
ing room of the Denny's at 3747 Sun City
Blvd. in Ruskin. A monthly Healing and
Deliverance program takes place on the
last Saturday of every month (March 28
is the next one) at 2 p.m. in the meeting
room for those who need God's powerful
intervention. For more information, call
813-774-2773 or email dsanctuary222@
gmail.com.

NOW, MORE THAN EVER

WE REALIZE
THE
IMPORTANCE
OF FAMILY

Have you taken the TIME
to do your Will or Trust?
Remember, you are
not doing it for yourself...
you are doing it for THEM.

CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

TomM GALLO .

proudly supports ma

2240 LITHIA CENTER LANE, VALRICO 33596
Thomas@TomGalloLaw.com

(813) 815-4529

Wills & Trusts - Probate - Guardianship - Elder Law - Asset Protection
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FRANKLIN STREET COMES ALIVE FOR
BLOCK PARTY FOR TAMPA THEATRE

Riverview Edition
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BLOOM IS BACK: SPRING INTO
FLOWERS AT BONNET SPRINGS PARK

Staff Report

The historic au-
ditorium may be
closed for resto- &§
ration, but there
are still plenty of
reasons to visit 8
Tampa Theatre! On |
Wednesday, April } :
22, Tampa's majes- b s
tic movie palace is B8
hosting a Franklin &%
Street Block par- B
ty — presented by £*
Urban E Recycling !
— in celebration of =
Earth Day.

The event is free §
and open to the §&
public, and it will &
feature music, %
giveaways, fami- @
ly-friendly  activ- §
ities, community
partners and ven- —
dors filling the 700 block of Franklin Street
from 5-7 p.m., including:

* Urban E Recycling's hard drive shredder.

e Short films in the Taylor Screening
Room.

* Animal interactions and costumed char-
acters from The Florida Aquarium.

* Art inspired by the odd animal world
by Megan Bites.

* Live music by Nick Ewing of ArtisTREE
Gardens.

* An interactive drum circle from Giving
Tree Music.

* Asian Fusion Street Food (with plenty of
plant-based options) from the Miso Lucky
food truck.

e Learn about bees with the Tampa Bay
Beekeepers Association.

* Fun and games with Keel Farms.

- = .

@ VETERAN OWNED

HOME SERVICE HEROES
ELECTRIC - AIR - PLUMBING

) 24/7 SAME DAY SERVICE

k) LICENSED AND INSURED

VY
\t} FINANCING OPTIONS

By Libby Hopkins

More vendors
are being add-
ed every day.
Guests are also
invited to bring
books in good
condition and
rooted or potted
plant cuttings for
a Book and Plant

Exchange  near
the theater’s box
office.

This block

party kicks off a
series of commu-
nity events spon-
sored by Urban E
Recycling, which
is celebrating
Tampa Theatre's
100th  birthday
with a gift of
$100,000 in-
tended to fund events to introduce people to
Tampa Theatre.

“The Tampa Theatre has always held a
special place in our hearts. From our very
first dates to the many unforgettable events
we've shared over the years, it has been
part of our story,” said Greg Rabinowitz,
who co-founded Urban E Recycling with his
wife, Dell. “We believe everyone should have
the chance to experience this extraordinary
place at least once. That's the spirit behind
this gift — and our way of saying a heartfelt
and resounding thank you to our communi-
ty."

The Franklin Street Block Party is spon-
sored by Urban E Recycling. For a list of
electronics that Urban E Recycling can take
and to schedule your pickup, visit https://ur-
banerecycling.com/items/.

CALLNOW

(813)653-4221

Bonnet Springs i
Park  will  wel- &
come the com- &4
munity to Bloom, [4#§
a vibrant two-day S
flower  festival &
celebrating  na-
ture,  creativity
and horticulture,
on Saturday and
Sunday, April 11-
12, from 10 am.- !
2 p.m. The fami- 8
ly-friendly event &
is free and open to R
all ages.

The park will transform into a lush won-
derland filled with floral installations, bo-
tanical art displays, garden tours, a makers
market, live entertainment and a variety of
food and beverage vendors.

"We intentionally designed Bloom as
an opportunity for families and visitors to
experience the beauty of spring, discov-
er local artists and vendors and celebrate
the joy of flowers and plants,” said Kirsten
Hein, vice president of engagement at Bon-
net Springs Park. "It's a chance for fami-
lies from Tampa, Orlando and Lakeland to
unplug, step outside and quite literally stop
and smell the roses while connecting with
nature and one another.”

Throughout the weekend, guests can ex-
plore a sprawling outdoor market featuring
local artists and makers, including Apothic
Fox, Wild Within Flowers and Mamacita
Lifestyle Co. The Bonnet Springs Park Plant
Sale will also take place during the festival.

The market will be buzzing with energy
all weekend long. Guests can catch live per-
formances on the main stage while they
explore, then wander over to the lounge,
where a DJ will be spinning all day for

BARBECUE CLEANING

both days, along
with  stunning
> aerialist perfor-
IS8, mances soaring
# overhead. Local
florists, includ-
~ ing  Montepuy,
Taylormade Flo-
" ral & Event De-
sign, Blue House
— Florals, Lemon
=~ Drops Weddings
& Events and In

=~ Bloom Florist,
will create fresh
and colorful

installations across the festival grounds,
forming a village of floral and botanical art
for attendees to explore.

Free quided garden tours led by the
park's horticulture staff and volunteers will
be offered both days, along with pollinator
and native plant education, horticulture
demonstrations and interactive workshops.
and food and beverage vendors.

April 11 Highlights

Bloom kicks off with a full day of live
entertainment and immersive floral experi-
ences. The main stage in the market area
will feature performances by The Circus
Arts Place aerialists, Sweet Harmony, a
harpist, a Polk State College jazz quartet
and a DJ set.

April 12 Highlights

The celebration continues on Sunday
with additional performances and hands-
on opportunities for guests of all ages.
Entertainment on the main stage includes
The Circus Arts Place aerialists, the Tom
Sounds jazz trio, the Shay Butter Band, live
music and a DJ set.

For a full schedule and additional details,
visit www.bonnetspringspark.com/.

Would you cook in £
a dirty ove

n?

Then don’t grill on one.

Ba"i-B%lé\an
LELES

BEFORE

Dirty grills harbor:
e Grease
« Bacteria

e Carcinogens

v/ Veteran-owned & locally trusted

v % % % % % Google reviews

¥ Advanced sanitizing tech

v/ GrillWell+™ Membership

nology

plans for additional savings

& stress-free maintenance

v/ Diagnose, repair, & install

@Text or call: 813.295.6300
& www.bar-b-clean.com/Ta

mpaBay
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Bridgewater Landing "
55-Plus Apartments =
Ribbon Cutting

The Brandon Riverview
Chamber of Commerce proud-
ly hosted a ribbon-cutting
ceremony on March 10 to cel-
ebrate the grand opening of

Sunrise Homes -

L3

&

Bridgewater Land-
ing Apartments, a
new 55-plus active
adult living com-

munity in River-
view. Leasing has /
officially ODEI’IEd BRIDGEWATER

for this commu-

nity, which offers

thoughtfully designed one and two-bedroom
residences with modern finishes, in-unit laun-
dry and private patios or balconies.

Residents also enjoy a variety of amenities,
including access to the Sweet Water Club
community clubhouse, walking trails, out-
door gathering spaces and convenient prox-
imity to shopping and dining at Winthrop
Town Centre.

The apartments are part of the larger
Bridgewater Landing community, designed
to support residents’ ability to age in place.
The campus includes villas and duplexes, in-
dependent living apartments and The Bridg-
es Assisted Living Facility, creating a con-
tinuum of care and living options that allow
residents to remain within the community as
their needs evolve.

Visit its website at https://bridgewater-
landings.com/ for additional information and
to schedule a tour.

Riverview

NBS Esthetics Provides

Treatments For Everyone
Whether you want to support

your skin naturally or have had ag-

gressive treatments, NBS Esthetics

offers noninvasive facial treatments

designed for men and women seek-

ing healthy skin. Each facial

begins with a thorough con-

sultation and is customized

to your skin's needs. NBS Es-

thetics offers face and body

treatments for men and

women to target fine lines,

wrinkles, irritation, loss of

elasticity and hyperpigmen-

tation to help you achieve

and maintain healthy, radiant

skin naturally. NBS Esthetics is located at

223 Flamingo Dr. in Apollo Beach. For more

information about the services provided, vis-

it its website at https://nbsesthetics.com or

call 813-922-9327.

Swim Life Celebrates Grand

Re-Opening and New Pool Deck
Swim Life celebrated their grand re-open-

ing and new pool deck with a ribbon cutting

Santiaco EL ABocAaDO
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813-641-0010
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AUTO ACCIDENT/PERSONAL INJURY
WRONGFUL DEATH

WILLS & TRUSTS

PROBATE SERVICES

BUSINESS INCORPORATION

CIVIL LITIGATION

REAL ESTATE & TITLE

ACCIDENTES DE AUTO
MUERTE POR NEGLIGENCIA
TESTAMENTOS Y PODERES
GESTION SUCESORIA
CONSTITUCION DE EMPRESAS
LITIGIO CIVIL

BIENES RAICES Y TITULOS

306 N U.S. HWY 41, RUSKIN, FL 33570
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merce. Everyone at the event enjoyed cook-
ies, coffee and, and swimming.

Swim Life offers individualized, surviv-
al-oriented, swimming lessons for children,
along with skill-specific lesson options for all
ages.

Coach Natalee be-
lieves that confidence in
the water starts early.
Early lessons help babies
become comfortable in
the water while building
important survival skills.
Swim Life offers infant
survival swim lessons,
survival swim lessons,
stroke development,
swim team preparation, and adult lessons all
in a private heated salt-water pool in Lithia.

To learn more about Swim Life, vis-
it https://www.myswimlife.com/ or email
coachnatalee@myswimlife.com.

THETICS

The Fancy Flea Vintage Home &

Garden Market
The Fancy Flea Vintage Home & Garden
Market, founded in 2009, is an upscale ‘flea

with the Valrico FishHawk Chamber of Com-

To Submit Business News

& Press Releases Mail Attn:
Business Editor,

2109 Lithia Pinecrest Rd.,
Valrico, FL 33596

Fax 657-4469 | Email:
jbennett@ospreyobser\fe:r.u)m
Deadline: 15th of each month.

= market’ offering vintage
& ( goods, antiques, beau-
- tiful furniture, home
decor, artisan soaps
| and body products,
handmade and vintage
jewelry, holiday items,
baked goods, live music,
food trucks and more.
This year, the show will
“ feature an old-fashioned

pie bake-off, 'Bake a Pie,
Save a Life," benefiting Tampa Bay Strays, a
501(c)(3) small animal rescue based in Tam-
pa. After the winner is announced, slices will
be sold and money will be donated to the res-
cue. The spring market is being held at the
Hillsborough County Fairgrounds, located at
215 Sydney Washer Rd. in Dover, on Friday
and Saturday, April 24-25, from 9 am.-4 p.m.
Admission is $8. Children 12 and under enter
for free. There is complimentary parking.

Southern Construction

Southern Construction, based in Valrico, is
a full-service general contracting company
dedicated to delivering quality craftsmanship
and turnkey solutions across residential and
commercial projects. With a team of licensed
professionals and decades of combined ex-
perience, it specializes in custom home con-
struction, road and infrastructure develop-
ment, remodeling and restoration services.

Whether building your dream home, mod-
ernizing your space or responding to unex-
pected damage, it brings precision, efficiency
and care to every project. Visit its website at
www.southernconstruction.net for addition-
al information.

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

WWW.RJSLAWGROUP.COM
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WHY WAIT
TO LOVE
WHERE

YOU LIVE

« S

Discover the Freedom to
Enjoy Life at Freedom Plaza!

Looking for a vibrant, worry-
free retirement lifestyle right
here in Sun City Center?

At Freedom Plaza, a premier
Life Plan Community, you can
enjoy the independence you
love today with the peace of
Mmind of future care if ever
needed all in one beautiful
camipus.

Come see why so many
residents say they wish they
had moved sooner.

O™ 813-642-1257
FreedomPlazaFL.com
0 1010 American Eagle Blvd., Sun City Center, FL 33573
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BRIDGEWATER

_ANDIR

A 55+ apartment community offers
more than just a place to live-it
provides a vibrant, welcoming
lifestyle desighed for comfort,

connection, and ease. Residents
enjoy thoughtfully designed homes
alongside amenities at the Sweet
Water Club like fithess centers, social
lounges, walking paths, and
organized activities that foster a
strong sense of community.

In Unit Washer/Dryer

SUNRISE HOMES e

building a brighter tomorrow

Final Opportunity in
Lake Toscana
‘Only 5 opportunities remain.
$50,000 off your
design selections™

1/2 acre lots, semi-custom == g ;_;!r ! g
homes, lake orconservatlon '
views on every lot

813-934-2206

Visit Our Model Home
5333 Lake Venice Dr
Wimauma, FL 33598
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MAKE THIS SUMMER COUNT: LOCAL CAMPS
BRING BIG FUN, CREATIVITY AND ADVENTURE

As the school
year winds down
and sunshine fills
the days, families
across the area are
turning their atten-
tion to one thing:
summer fun. From
creative arts to
outdoor adventure,
this year’'s lineup of
local camps promis-
es a season packed with excitement,
friendship and discovery for kids of
all ages.

For young performers ready to
shine, Music Showcase and the Flor-
ida Academy of Performing Arts of-
fer lively musical theater experiences
filled with acting, singing and dance.
The Patel Conservatory expands those
opportunities with a wide range of
classes in music, theater and dance,
while School of Rock Valrico brings
energy to the stage with themed mu-
sic camps. Center For Dance Arts and
Overflow Fine Arts Camp also give
budding artists the chance to explore
movement, creativity and perfor-
mance in welcoming environments.

Creative kids can dive into hands-
on projects at AR Workshop, where

& June 7" July 31st

@ For completed K - 5th grades
@ Lunch & snack provided

@ $230 per week

Early drop off and late

pickup available

Use code

Day2p
to Zet
$10 off

DAY CAMPS

imagination takes center stage
through DIY crafts. Camp Mirage
adds a mix of creativity and high-en-
ergy fun, ensuring campers head
home happy, tired and ready for more.

For families craving outdoor ad-
venture, options abound. Cedarkirk
Camp & Conference Center offers a
classic camp experience surrounded
by nature along the Alafia River, with
both day and overnight opportunities.
Circle F Dude Ranch delivers a unique
blend of traditional camp and West-
ern-style excitement, while Busch
Gardens Tampa Bay combines thrills,
animal encounters and education into
one unforgettable experience. Horse
lovers can also spend their days rid-
ing and learning at TLC's Gypsy Hav-
en Riding Camps.

Sports and active play are front

and center at Fellowship Church
sports camps and High 5 Inc., where
kids enjoy games, outdoor play,
swimming and field trips throughout
the summer. Meanwhile, YMCA Sum-
mer Camp locations across the re-
gion provide a little bit of everything
— from zip-lining and gymnastics to
arts and pool time.

Students looking to stay sharp ac-
ademically while still having fun can
explore programs at Mathnasium,
Skill Samurai and Code Wiz, where
STEM learning, coding and prob-
lem-solving are turned into engag-
ing, hands-on experiences. Kids 'R’
Kids Circa FishHawk rounds out the
list with themed Camp VIBE ses-
sions that mix education, field trips
and summer fun in a safe and sup-
portive setting.

With so many
choices, Summer
2026 is shaping up
to be full of mem-
orable  moments.
Whether children
are discovering
a new passion,
building skills or
simply making
new friends, these
camps offer some-
thing for everyone. Families are en-
couraged to plan ahead and secure
spots early as programs fill quickly,
ensuring a summer filled with laugh-
ter, growth and endless adventure.

And, be sure to visit www.os-
preyobserver.com and click on our
Summer Camp Sweepstakes button
for your chance to win a FREE week
of Summer Camp!

HIKING

ll

RE AT

B

_H

@& Nurturing staff

@ Starting at $555

GEDARI(IRI( o
R CAMPS

Located in Lithia, FL

OVERNICHT CAMPS

& June 7th - July 24th
@ For completed 1st - 12th grades
Q 3-day & 6-day experiences

Scan for
more
information

and to
register
Contact
| Information
{'0 813-685-4224
DK camps@cedarkirk.org
@ www.cedarkirk.org
@ 1920 Streetman Drive
Lithia, FL 33547
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DANCE, THEATER AND MUSIC PROGRAMS
OFFERED AT STRAZ CENTER THIS SUMMER

Registration for
the 2026 Summer
Camps and Class-
es is now open at
the Patel Conser-
vatory, the accred-
ited  performing
arts school at the
Straz Center for
the  Performing -
Arts in downtown Tampa. The Summer
session runs Monday, June 1 through Friday,
July 31, and the programs in dance, theater
and music are carried out for students aged
3 through adult.

Each summer, the conservatory opens its
doors to those who want a first experience
in the arts and to those who desire more
advanced, preprofessional training. Families
from across the Tampa Bay area enroll in the
programs, which offer both creative enrich-
ment and more formalized skill development
during the summer months. Classes are con-
ducted by working artists and experienced
instructors in a professional performing arts
environment.

They can take dance courses in the Next
Generation Ballet Summer Intensive, which
has five, three-, and two-week sessions for
ages 11 through college, and dorm housing is
provided for older students. Younger danc-
ers can join the Junior Intensive and other
camps appropriate for their age, designed to
enhance their technique, strength, and per-
formance quality.

These students will get the chance to

By Olivia Clark

rehearse
perform in fully
staged  produc-
tions like Seussi-
cal, Jr. and Alad-
din KIDS in which
they will get act-
ing, singing and
stage movement
experience. There
are other speC|aIty camps for fundamental
acting skills and Shakespeare, and older stu-
dents have the chance to audition for the
Broadway Intensive production of Catch Me
If You Can.

Music offerings include jazz, choral and
chamber intensives, a singer-songwriter
camp, and a number of workshops focusing
on particular instruments. Younger students
also learn about composition, rhythm and
collaboration through weekly camps like The
Science of Music and World Drumming and
Storytelling.

Tuition rates differ for each program, with
most week-long camps costing $475 and
multiweek intensive programs charged at
higher rates depending on the length of the
program.

Auditions or placements are required for
some programs before registration, and ear-
ly enrollment is recommended since enroll-
ment is limited.

To register, go to www.patelconservatory.
asapconnected.com or www.patelconserva-
tory.org. For more information, call 813-222-
1040 or email admissions@strazcenter.org.

and

— Make

Mathnasium
Part of Your

Sumwer Plans

Your child can avoid the math learning loss that typically happens over the break

CEDARKIRK BLENDS FAITH, ADVENTURE
AND LEADERSHIP FOR SUMMER 2026

By Olivia Clark

Tucked away on 170
wooded acres along the
Alafia River, Cedarkirk
Camp and Conference
Center continues its ™
longstanding tradi- &
tion of offering a place
apart for children and
teens to grow in faith
and community. Owned
by the Presbyteries of Tampa
Bay and Peace River, Cedarkirk
has served the region since 1971
and welcomes more than 1,000
campers each summer.

While its residential camps re-
main a cornerstone of the minis-
try, Cedarkirk is placing added emphasis on
its growing day camp program. Mandy Goff,
Program Director, said the camp launched
day camp two years ago and saw participa-
tion more than double in its second year. In
response to family needs, Cedarkirk has add-
ed early drop-off from 8-8:30 a.m. and late
pick-up from 5-5:30 p.m. for an additional
fee.

"We are really trying to focus on our day
camp program and make it affordable for
families in this area,” said Goff.

Day camp serves students who have com-
pleted kindergarten through fifth grade. Ce-
darkirk is also piloting a small middle school
day camp during the final week of summer,
Monday, July 27 to Friday, July 31, with lim-
ited space available. Residential camps con-
tinue to run Sunday to Friday for students

who have complet-
ed third through
\ 12th grade, while
Explorer Camp
provides a two-
night introduction
to overnight camp
for children who
have completed
first through third
grade.

Goff explained that a typical
day camp day begins at 9 am.,
with drop-off beginning at 8:30
am. Campers join residential
campers for morning songs be-
fore rotating through scheduled
activity blocks that include zip lining, canoe-
ing on the river, climbing the rock wall, arts
and crafts and hiking. Campers swim daily,
weather permitting, and share family-style
lunches together. Each afternoon concludes
with Bible study, worship and snack before
pickup from 4:30-5 p.m.

Goff said creating community is central
to the experience. Technology is not permit-
ted, encouraging campers to build friend-
ships, engage with nature and participate in
shared traditions such as group songs and
family-style meals. With approximately 30
summer staff members and small day camp
groups of 12-14 campers per session, Ce-
darkirk continues to prioritize connection,
outdoor adventure and spiritual growth.

Llearn more or register at www.cedarkirk.
campbrainregistration.com.

Go back ahead!

Pre-Enroll Now & Save $100 OFF! *

F (f:s "
\, )y

by attending summer sessions at Mathnasium. And the benefits don’t stop there!

o Faster progress is possible without the distraction of other academic commitments

* We're vacation-friendly, with live face-to-face instruction, both in-center and online

¢ Kids can start the new school year with confidence

*Pre-Enroll by May 15 and
SAVE $100 on enrollment
*Osprey Observer

Mathnasium of Brandon

813-655-MATH (6284) 813-565-1102
mathnasium.com/brandon mathnasium.com/riverview
1048 E Bloomingdale Ave 13388 S US Highway 301

Valrico Riverview

Mathnasium of Riverview

M~NH NASIUM

Gy
%thnaﬁ"."

The Math Learning Center




A LOOK INTO HIGH 5'S SUMMER CAMP
PROGRAM FOR AGES 5-12

High 5 Inc. is a mul-
tipurpose facility com-
mitted to positively im-
pacting the community.
Located in Brandon, High
5's programs are divided
into five pillars: learn to
swim, special needs edu-
cation, after-school care,
sports and recreation and
community partnerships.

From Monday, June
through Friday, August 7, H|gh
5 offers summer camp for
ages 5-12. This weekly pro-
gram is Monday through Fri-
day, 7 a.m.-6 p.m., for the main
campus, and Monday through
Thursday, 7 am.-6 p.m., for
the off-site campus at Bevis Elementary
School.

A typical day at the main summer camp
consists of a wide variety of engaging ac-
tivities. During the day, campers rotate
through swimming, outdoor sports, gym
games, playground time, arts and crafts,
hands-on STEM experiences and Gamers
Grotto (a supervised and age-appropriate
video game room). The off-site location's
camp is similar in structure, minus the
pool. However, it does offer water activi-
ties on some days of the camp.

“"What truly sets our camp apart is the
experience we're able to provide on our
beautiful, expansive campus and the wide
range of activities we offer. OQur program-

By Emily Harper
ming is thoughtfully de-
signed to balance fun with
learning, physical activity
with creativity and struc-
ture with exploration,”
said Jada Spano, vice
president of operations.

Families can expect a
safe and fun environment
where children play and
learn while making life-
long summer memories. High
5's experienced staff creates
a welcoming atmosphere,
keeping safety as their top
priority.

"We focus on creating a
safe, inclusive and support-
ive environment where ev-
ery child feels valued and encouraged to
grow,” said Spano.

One of the most anticipated moments
of camp is the 'World's Largest Swim Les-
son’. Happening on Thursday, June 25, this
global event promotes water safety and
drowning prevention.

Spano stated, "Our campers love being
part of something so meaningful and mem-
orable, and families appreciate the import-
ant life-saving skills it reinforces.”

Registration for the summer camp is
now open on the website at www.high-
5inc.org/camp. The main campus camp
costs $175 per week, with a one-time $40
registration fee for the summer, while the
off-site camp is $90 per week.

Q}ﬁsﬁi{mﬁ"ﬁk

YOUuR ComMMumTY NEWSPAPER

MATHNASIUM CAMPS KEEP MATH SI(ILLS
SHARP DURING SUMMER BREAK

Summer is a season
full of possibilities, lon-
ger days, new experi-
ences and the perfect
opportunity for kids to
grow in confidence. It's
also a powerful time to
strengthen math skills
in a way that feels p05|t|ve, en-

pause; it accelerates, giving stu-
dents the chance to build skills,
explore new ideas and feel proud of their
progress.

"Summer is one of the most powerful
times for growth,” said Mathnasium owner
Becky McDaniels. “Without the pressure of
school, kids have the space to truly under-
stand math, and that's where Mathnasium
shines. It's all about momentum and meeting
students exactly where they are, strength-
ening skills and building confidence so they
return to school prepared and proud of
themselves. After 12-plus years with Math-
nasium, it never gets old hearing students
tell us after the first nine weeks how excited
they are about their success and the confi-
dence to raise their hand on day one.”

While some students use summer to re-
inforce essential skills, others are ready to
push ahead, and younger learners are just
beginning to form the foundations that will
support future success. Mathnasium sup-
ports students at every stage of learning,
from building foundations to tackling ad-

By Libby Hopkins

- vanced challenges.

At Mathnasium,
summer learning is
never one-size-fits-all.
Every student begins
with a personalized
assessment that iden-
tifies strengths, gaps
and learning styles. From there,

gaging and stress-free. At Math- Make It a McDaniels and her team create
nasium, summer learning doesn't M;;‘r:lnr?\sei:"m an individualized learning plan

tailored specifically to each child.
Students who need extra support
receive targeted instruction to rebuild con-
fidence and close learning gaps. Students
who are on track keep their skills sharp and
steady. Advanced learners are challenged
with deeper concepts that keep them en-
gaged and motivated. And its youngest
‘Great Foundations' students develop num-
ber sense, problem-solving skills and a love
of math that sets them up for long-term
success.

Summer is also the ideal time to get ahead
without pressure. Mathnasium sessions are
engaging, encouraging and flexible, making
it easy to balance learning with vacations,
camps and family time.

"We're proud to be a Step Up for Stu-
dents provider, making personalized math
learning accessible for more families,” add-
ed McDaniels. Learn more about Summer
Camps at www.mathnasium.com. Mathna-
sium of Riverview, 13388 South US High-
way 301 Riverview, Call 813-565-1102 or
visit www.Mathnasium.com/riverview.
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FLORIDA ACADEMY OF PERFORMING ARTS
OFFERS FUN MUSICAL SUMMER CAMPS

By Libby Hopkins

The Florida Academy
of Performing Arts (FA-
OPA) is a local nonprofit
organization that was es-
tablished to support the
performing arts through
programs at the acade-
my and in the Brandon
community.

challenge and inspire students
and their surrounding com-
munities. FAOPA fosters self-discovery, cre-
ativity, confidence, group responsibility and
pride in accomplishment.

"FAOPA celebrates the professional artis-
tic disciplines of music, dance and the visual
arts,” said Danielle Sanchez, academy direc-
tor of FAOPA. "We strive to be a model of
excellence in theatre for all our audiences.”

FAOPA and Music Showcase have offered
summer camps, day camps and musical the-
ater camps for many years.

“The day camps consist of singing, danc-
ing, arts and crafts, intro into theater
through improv,” Sanchez said. "Our musical
theater camps are for all ages and skill lev-
els. We offer a variety of shows throughout
the summer. Students work on choreogra-
phy, blocking, stage direction and charac-
ter development. Throughout the process,
we watch students grow in confidence and
self-esteem as they become blooming actors
on the stage.”

FAOPA is committed to
providing extraordinary the- OQ a
ater experiences that educate, <> el

the florida academy
of performing arts

FAOPA
is  currently
working on the
camps  they
will be offering
this summer to

the community.
"We will
offer musical the-

ater camps and day
camps,” Sanchez said.
"Our musical theater
camps are two weeks
long. Day camps are
one week long. We have our middle school/
high school groups that meet in the after-
noon/evening.”

The cost for musical theater camp is $295
plus a service fee. Day camps are from 9
am.-1 p.m. for half day and from 9 am.-5
p.m. for whole day. Day camp is for kinder-
gartners through age 10, and the cost is
$230 plus service fee.

“Parents love our musical theater camps,”
Sanchez said. "They love watching where
their student starts and end up as well as
seeing the difference. They love to watch
their children grow in self-esteem and find
the confidence to stand on the stage with
their peers in the show. ."

If you would like to learn more about
FAOPA and the camps it will be offering
this summer, you can visit its website at
www.faopa.org/ or call 813-490-ARTS
(2787). FAOPA is located at 402 Oakfield
Dr. in Brandon.

TEN WEEKS OF FUN AWAI+ FAMILIES
AT TAMPA YMCA SUMMER CAMPS

By Olivia Clark

Summer will arrive
soon, and the Tam-
pa Metropolitan Area
YMCA is getting ready
for another season of
adventure,  learning,
and friendship. Reg-
istration is now open
for Summer Camp at
Campo Family YMCA, @
Spurlino Family YMCA, and North Brandon
Family YMCA. Campers ages 6-15 can enjoy
10 weeks of fun activities in a safe and orga-
nized setting.

Each location offers a unique mix of Signa-
ture Camp and specialty options. Signature
Camp allows kids to rotate through activities
such as swimming, STEM projects, arts and
crafts, outdoor education, and team-build-
ing games. Counselors support campers
throughout daily activities designed to build
confidence, promote friendships, and keep
campers active during the summer.

Campo Family YMCA in Valrico features
specialty camps that include sports, creative
arts, and teen leadership programs. Spurlino
Family YMCA in Riverview offers many ath-
letic and enrichment camps, along with pop-
ular options for teens. North Brandon Family
YMCA in Seffner provides sports, drama,
gymnastics, and adaptive camps, ensuring
families can find a program that fits their
child's interests and abilities.

Teens have new opportunities this year,
with three unique experiences tailored for
ages 13-15. Programs focused on leader-

ship, such as Junior
Lifeguard ~ Camp
and Counselor
in  Training, help
participants  build
responsibility, com-
munication  skills,
and hands-on ex-
perience that lasts

' beyond  summer.
The Junior Teen Camp program introduces
participants to outdoor exploration, basic
archery, scenic trails, and lake adventures
while fostering confidence and creativity.

Families can enhance the regular 9 am.
to 4 p.m. camp day with optional add-ons,
which vary by location. These may include
swim lessons, open swim, sports, high ropes,
horseback riding, and gymnastics. During
registration, families can choose available
add-ons specific to their YMCA. A non-
refundable deposit of $10 per week, per
camper is due at registration, with separate
deposits for specific teen leadership pro-
grams.

Tampa YMCA camps are ACA-accred-
ited, which means they have gone through
a thorough review by the American Camp
Association focusing on health, safety, and
program quality standards. This distinction
places Tampa YMCA camps among a select
group of accredited day camps in Florida.

Registration is available online at the web-
site www.tampaymca.org, where families
can view session weeks and age group de-
tails. Sessions fill up quickly.

JVIG EST SUMMER"

75 YEAR ‘

(Y
< ,\?

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN FOR SUMMER 2026

At Circle F Dude Ranch Camp, we foster grit,
growth, and a love for the outdoors. With the
perfect blend of Western flair and classic camp fun, we
give kids the kind of summer they'll never forget. Located
in Lake Wales, campers 6 to 16 enjoy our overnight
experiences for one, two and three-weeks sessions.

DATES & RATES

www.circlefduderanchcamp.com

863-676-4113

JOIN US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE
May 9th, 2026 - 10:00AM to 4:00PM

Meet our leadership team, try our activities, take a
tour, and learn more about summers on the ranch.

RSVP REQUIRED

info@circlefduderanch.com
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CIRCLE F DUDE RANCH CELEBRATES 75
YEARS OF ADVENTURE AND TRADITION [Jeitaiaa it il
By Kelly Wise Valdes PRE-REGISTER

Circle F Dude o ' g W exploration  and Registration is FREE.
Ranch Camp is s N £ o R R | adventure. Secure your spot today/!
excited to cele- [ USRS SPN  Many of Cir-
brate its 75th year, § RS~ :;,; R K W cle F's traditions
marking a mile- EESSEmd S ol have  remained
stone for the Lake [l - 2 - ' ' unchanged, Moss
Wales camp that B R Gl L WS said,  including
has welcomed gen- ' > (4 - @ opening and
erations of young '/ PN T : closing  camp-
people. Camp Di- 7 o £ 7 /7 fires, cabin living,
rector  Benjamin i " ' e 4 , . horseback riding
Moss said the - : *and more. "Those
camp’s longevity comes from moments connect today's
staying true to its mission while ) campers with generations
adapting to the needs of each (D who sat around the same fire
new generation. before them,” he said.

"Circle F has remained special 2, ; Moss said climbing, ad-
because it has always stayed venture sports, leadership
true to its purpose — helping pathways and more inten-
young people grow in confi- tional skill development have
dence, character, and independence — while helped shape the modern Circle F. “The bal-
thoughtfully evolving with each generation,” ance between tradition and innovation is
Moss said. "Since 1952, families have trust- what defines modern Circle F, honoring our
ed us to provide a place where kids can un- roots while preparing campers for the world
plug, build real friendships and discover who ahead,” he said.
they are beyond screens and schedules.” Circle F will host an open house in May to

During the summer, Circle F welcomes give families a firsthand look at camp life.
about 200 campers per session, evenly split Moss said visitors can expect tours, staff
between boys and girls. Campers spend introductions and opportunities to explore
their days immersed in activities such as activity areas. "Visitors will tour cabins and
horseback riding, waterfront programs, activity areas, meet our leadership team and
arts, team and individual sports, ax throw- staff, see programs in action, and get a real
ing, paintball, boating and climbing towers.  sense of daily life at Circle F."

The camp sits on 500 acres of southern  For more information, visit the website at
live oak forest surrounding a spring-fed www.CircleFDudeRanchCamp.com or call
private lake, creating a scenic backdrop for 863-676-4113.

DATE LOCATION
May 1st — 5th Riverview (Summerfield)

Mmericon
”/ossocimt‘on
®

ACCREDITED

vy
Yes to New o S
Adventures CRAMP WITH US

With over 25 different camp options throughout the
Tampa YMCA area, there’s something for every camper to
enjoy! From art and gymnastics to ziplining and splashing

in our pools the Y is the ultimate summer destination.

No Place Like This Place

7

OPEN HOUSE at YMCA Camp Cristina:
Feb. 21, March 21 and April 18 | 1lam-1pm

Join us for Camp Tours & S‘mores at YMCA Camp Cristina to
vmnn S“MMEB nnmp explore and experience everything we have to offer! With 65 acres
of beautiful fields, nature trails, horses, ropes adventure and
MORE, it's a great way for families to have fun and get outside.

NORTH BRANDON SPURLINO FAMILY YMCA

[=]Z%=
CAMPO FAMILY YMCA FAMILY YMCA AT BIG BEND ROAD YMCA CAMP CRISTINA REEISTEH anI"E 'B-'Ii:l-.-l'-’

m
E*

ot

813.684.1371 813.685.5402 813.228.9622 813.677.8400 tampaymca.org/LETSCAMP»  =Ei.
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CAMP CRISTINA OFFERS ADVENTURE &
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ALL SUMMER

At Camp Cristina in River-
view, the summer is set for
exploration, skill enhance-
ment and outdoor fun. Reg-
istrations are now open for
the camp’s 10-week summer
program designed to of-
fer hands-on and natural
confidence-inspiring  ex-
perience.

Signature  Camp at
Camp Cristina features a
rotating line-up of activi-
ties for children that take
place all day long and in-
clude swimming, STEM projects, arts and
crafts, outdoor education and team-building
games. Campers are closely monitored and
grouped according to age, with counselors
providing guidance in a structured environ-
ment where children can remain physically
active and mentally stimulated.

Camp Cristina has a variety of specialty
camps for older campers with particular
interests. In Horse Camp, participants learn
the basics of grooming, go on trail rides,
and gain confidence working with horses.
Swim Camp focuses on water safety and
swim instruction with certified staff to help
campers build skills in and around the water.
Lifeguard Camp offers aquatics leadership
skills, teamwork, and hands-on training that
generates responsibility and prepares young
adults for future certification opportunities.

Campers can also take part in Adven-
ture Camp, which includes activities like

REGISTER NOW
LIMITED SPACE
CALL TODAY!

8 COME LEARN ABOUT RIDING & GROOMING
Weekly Themed Horse Back ing}aws
Hands On Experience & Edu ik

By Olivia Clark

archery, exploring the
lake, and team challenges
that promote cooperation
and problem-solving. The
Counselors in Training and
Junior  Lifeguards pro-

_-'-— grams offer leadership

skills, communication
skills, and hands-on
training in a nurturing
environment  focusing
on growth and respon-

sibility.
Thus, families can
add on to the tradition-

al camp day, which runs from Monday to
Friday, 9 am. to 4 p.m., with weekly add-ons
such as swim lessons, gymnastics and ex-
tended care. Add-ons vary according to the
age group and availability and can be chosen
during registration. There is a nonrefundable
deposit at registration and a separate de-
posit for select teen leadership programs.

Camp Cristina is one of the Tampa YMCA's
ACA-accredited camps, which is reflected in
the national standards for safety, staff train-
ing, and program quality. This places the
camp among the few day camps in Florida,
meeting the standards set by the American
Camp Association.

For further information or to register,
go online to https://www.tampaymca.org/
letscamp or the Tampa YMCA registration
portal. Families are advised to register their
children at the earliest opportunity to avoid
missing out on available sessions.

Tuesday - Thursday Camps 9 A.M. to 2 P.M. | June 2nd - June 25 and July 7th - July 30th
Also Offering: Friday and Saturday group lessons every week during summer!

Visit our website at TLCSFARMS.COM

4325 Keysville Rd., Lithia (Just Minutes From FishHawk)

o Uk
Facebook

Call Tammi at 813.842.4236

SCHOOfRECK
MUSIC CAMPS 7 KIDS & TEENS

Special discount for Osprey Observer customers

ROCKING-SUMMER-26

SCHOOL OF ROCK VALRICO

ULTIMATE SUMMER WITH BUSCH
GARDENS TAMPA BAY CAMPS

Staff Report

Your search for sum-
mer plans is over. Fam-
ilies looking ahead to
summer camp 2026
will find a wide range
of engaging, education-
al and adventure-filled
options at Busch Gar-
dens Tampa Bay, where
camps are designed

"

YOUR SEARCH FOR
SUMMER PLANS IS OVER

keepsakes, including
a camp T-shirt and
water bottle, along
with  opportunities
to return to the park
after camp hours.
For older students
seeking a deeper ad-
venture, overnight
resident camps pro-

‘Busch
Gardens

camp

* (813)884-4FUN (4386)

for animal lovers, thrill
seekers and curious minds of all ages.

Busch Gardens summer camps offer chil-
dren and teens the chance to unplug and
connect with animals, nature and one an-
other in a dynamic, hands-on environment.
Campers explore wildlife, learn about con-
servation and animal care, enjoy thrilling
rides and shows, and build friendships that
often last long after summer ends. These
experiences are not only fun, but also
meaningful, helping campers grow in con-
fidence, curiosity and teamwork.

Busch Gardens' summer programs are
led by carefully selected, highly trained
professionals who know how to balance
education with excitement. The park of-
fers a variety of educational summer day
camps for students from kindergarten
through 12th grade, with sessions tai-
lored to different age groups and interests.
Campers enjoy close-up animal encounters,
behind-the-scenes experiences, themed
games and crafts, age-appropriate rides,
live shows, and interactive learning activ-
ities. Each camper also receives souvenir

vide a one-of-a-kind
sleepaway experience. Based in a secure
on-site lodge, these all-inclusive camps im-
merse rising seventh through 12th graders
in a blend of wildlife education and adrena-
line-pumping attractions. Campers gain ex-
clusive access to animal care areas, inter-
act with park professionals, and experience
the park in ways not available to regular
guests.

Busch Gardens camps are accredited by
the American Camping Association, offer-
ing parents added confidence in program
quality, safety and staff training. Priority
access to attractions, enriching education-
al content and unforgettable behind-the-
scenes moments consistently place these
camps among the top summer programs in
the region.

With options ranging from early elemen-
tary students to teens—and even special-
ized programs for those exploring future
careers—Busch Gardens Tampa Bay con-
tinues to be a standout destination for
summer camp 2026 registration opportu-
nities. Register at www.buschgardens.com.

& cove w1

CODE LIKE
A PRO THIS

SUMMER?

Camp themes to choose from:

© Modding in Minecraft

@ Build Your Own Roblox Games
© Robotics and 3D printing

& Code in Python/Java

& Build 2D Games in Unity

& and much more!

/| June 2nd - August Ist

(5) 9AM - Noon / 1PM - 4PM
AM/PM options available

~ SIGN UP TODAY!

(813) 820-6583 | fishhawk@thecodewiz.com

https://thecodewiz.com/fishhawk-fl

Weekly Price:
$275 Half-Day /

$425 All-Day

Early Bird Discount-
available ONLY
through April!

Camps will take place at
16132 Churchview Drive, Suite #105,
Lithia, FL 33547




DISCOVER CREATIVITY AT OVERFLOW
FINE ARTS CAMPS

&
-

Staff Report

This  summer,
families in the
Valrico area can
explore a unique
arts experience
designed to in-
spire  creativity
and  confidence
in kids. Overflow
Fine Arts offers
engaging summer
camps where stu-
dents are encour-
aged to discover
and develop their
talents in a safe,
welcoming environment. With a strong
focus on belonging, every child is giv-
en the opportunity to grow artistically
while building friendships and social
skills.

Camps are offered in flexible sessions
from 9am-1pm or 2pm-6pm, making it
easy for families to find a schedule that
works. With a low teacher-to-student ra-
tio of 1:10, campers receive personalized
attention and guidance throughout their
experience. Pricing ranges from $225 to
$275 depending on the camp selected,
and families can take advantage of early
bird discounts available through May 1st.

A Fun, Faith-Filled Approach to the
Arts

Overflow Fine Arts blends creativity
with purpose through its Fine Arts and
Fun Arts programs. Campers will sing,

ESCAPE TO THE
EXTRAORDINARY

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

act, dance, and
create art while
learning team-
work, focus, and
confidence. Root-
ed in a mission
to help students
discover their
God-given  gifts,
the program em-
phasizes growth
through  encour-
agement and
hands-on learning.

Snacks are in-
cluded daily, and
campers are asked to bring their own
lunch. Clothing recommendations will
be shared with families ahead of time
to ensure students are comfortable and
prepared for all activities.

Building Confidence, Community, and
Talent

More than just an arts camp, Overflow
Fine Arts creates an environment where
kids feel safe, valued, and inspired.
Whether your child is experienced or just
beginning to explore their creativity, this
program offers a supportive space to try
new things and build lasting skills.

For more information or to register,
families can visit www.overflowfinearts.
com or call 813-777-3808.

Stay connected on social media at @
overflowfinearts for updates and high-
lights throughout the summer.

THE FLORIDA
ORCHESTRA

Michael Francis, Music Director

Support your I
Florida Orchestra today
FloridaOrchestra.org/donate

FloridaOrchestra.org | 727.892.3337

Music & Theater

Summer Camps
The Florida Academy of Performing Arts

®
O Q_// a.org
the florida academy

of performing arts

(813) 490-ARTS (2787)

00

Register online at FAOPA.org

Located in Music Showcase
Musical instruments, lessons,
repairs, and more

402 Oakfield Drive,
Brandon FL 33511

Florida Academy of Performing Arts | Located in Music Showcase

FAOPA Day Camp

Full and half-day week-long camps, plus daily drop-ins
e Free early drop off and late pick up
e Activities to explore instruments, acting, singing, and art
e Themed weeks like: Wicked, Harry Potter, Superheroes, and more!
e Scholarships and sibling discounts

Musical Theatre Camp

e Productions for all ages and skill levels

e Elementary, Middle School, and High School productions
e Broadway Boot Camp - Broadway Artists To Attend

e Visit FAOPA.org for shows, schedules, and performances

Past Summer Shows

FREAKY
BROADWAY

(813) 490-ARTS FAOPA.org
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CEDARI(IRK CIRCLE F DUDE PATEL, MATHNASIUM AND MORE....

Cedarkirk Camp &

Conference Center &

Cedarkirk Camp & &%
Conference Center, lo- i
cated on 170 acres of &
woodlands, wetlands and 3
uplands near the Alafia
River, will have summer
overnight and day camps
starting on Sunday, June 7, and finishing
on Friday, July 31. Campers can sign up for
a week or the whole summer. Day camp is
available for campers who have completed
kindergarten up to those who have complet-
ed fifth grade and is priced at $230 per week.
Day campers must bring their own lunch.
Overnight camp is available for campers who
have completed first through 12th grade and
starts at $555. Cedarkirk is located at 1920
Streetman Dr. in Lithia and can be reached
at 813-685-4224. For more information and

tO I’egISteI’ VISIt WWWCE- ....................

darkirk.org.

Circle F Dude Ranch :

Circle F Dude Ranch,
located in Lake Wales, :
welcomes boys and girls :
from all over the United :
States and the world for :

one to three-week sleep- teeeeeeerenennnaises

away camp sessions. Kids range in age from
6-16. Circle F fosters grit, growth and a love
for the outdoors. With the perfect blend of
Western flair and classic camp fun, it gives
kids the kind of summer they'll never forget.
Visit Circle F Dude Ranch for an open house

on May 9, from 10 am.-4 p.m. meet
the leadership team, try activities
and learn about summers on the
ranch, RSVP at admin.gazeboev-
ents.com. For more and to sign up,
visit  www.circlefduderanchcamp.

= com. : .................................. al’ShlpS are
: ; available. Visit
Mathnasium P the  website

Summer is the perfect :

time for kids to grow in Makelta : conservatory.
confidence and strengthen : Mathnasium : org or call 813-
math skills without pres- } Summer! : 222-1040. Open

sure. At Mathnasium, sum- :
mer learning accelerates :
with  personalized plans :
designed for every stage =TT
— from building foundations to tackling ad-
vanced challenges. Students receive target-
ed support, stay sharp or move ahead while
enjoying engaging, flexible sessions that fit

"""""""" : busy summer schedules. Par-

3 ents often see gains not just
: in skills but also in confidence
i and attitude. This summer, help
: your child return to school pre-
: pared, motivated and excited
: about math. To find a location
i near you, please visit www.
i mathnasium.com.

The Patel Conservatory

The Straz Center's Patel Conservatory of-
fers arts education courses and programs :
in dance, theater and music, with 100-plus :

camps and classes available. Students are in-

structed by passionate, working artists with ;

a taste array of professional performance
experience and exemplary curriculum vitae.
Running from Monday, June 1, to Friday,
July 31, full and half-day camps are available
weekly for ages 4-18. The cost varies de-
pending on the camp; financial aid and schol-

dat www.patel-

¢ House scheduled
: for Thurs, May 14, from 5-6
: p.m.

Busch Gardens

For more than 25 years, Busch Gardens
Tampa Bay has provided children with in-
spiring, exciting and educational experiences
through some of the best Tampa summer
camp options. There are a wide variety of
summer day camp options to fit your child’s
grade level and interests. One of the reasons
to choose Busch Gardens as your summer
camp include it being accredited by the
American Camping Association, meaning

parents can trust that the camp meets high to spend
.................................................. , time around :

: music. Jam :
PaTEL : Room Mu-:

: CONSERVATORY&
:STRAZ CENTER

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Overflow's

Compiled By Jenny Bennett

standards for safety, staff training and pro-
gram quality. Also, campers get to enjoy the
adrenaline rush of rides as well as the unique
opportunity to meet animals up close. Be-
yond the fun, campers experience activities
that

are both enriching and
educational, providing
] a well-rounded expe-
% ricnce.

& For information,
visit the park web-
site at  www.bus-
chgardens.com.

Jam Room Music

Jam Room Music is a new concept in mu-
sic stores, combining retail and lounge areas
with space to jam. It knows the unique joy
that occurs when musicians create music
together and believes everyone should have
that experience. Its goal is to build up the lo-
cal music community by providing everything
musicians of :
all skill lev- :
els need and :
creating a‘:
welcoming :
environment :

sic is offering half-day summer camps from '

Monday, June 8, through Friday, July 10, at
its Valrico location at 1040 Bloomingdale

Ave. Visit www.jamroommusic.com or call
+ 813-709-7822 for information.

CREATED for
MORE CAMPS
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Compiled By Jenny Bennett

Camp Mirage

Camp Mirage is an ac- :
tivity-based summer camp :
built around movement, :
creativity and hands-on :
fun. Its promise is simple @
— campers will go home :
tired, a little dirty, smiling :
and excited to come back :
the next day. It offers half- }
day camps for grades K and feessseeerseeesssssnnnnseeisnns
up, running from 9 am.-12 Noon, with before
and after-care available from 7:30 am.- 5:30
p.m. Weekly tuition ranges from $125-$185
depending on age group, a membership dis-
count program is available which provides
10 percent off tuition and a reduced rate for
before and after care. Camp Mirage is locat-
ed at 2913 John Moore Rd. in Brandon. Visit
www.campmiragebrandon.com or call 813-

Ec ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo VIdEd VISIt ItS WebSIte at
; www.fellowship.church or
: call 813-655-743L

: Music  Showcase
:And The Florida
: Academy Of Per-
: forming Arts
Music Showcase and
¢ the Florida Academy of
Performing Arts (FAOPA) will host their
annual
this summer starting on :
Monday, June 1. Camp- :
ers will be immersed in :
acting, singing, dancing :
and more throughout the $
summer. In Musical The- $
ater Camp, campers will
learn about :

825-2234.
working col- ¢
. laboratively,
Fellowship the art of staée character, voice
Church

projection, props and working
with a set, with productions for
all ages and skill levels. FAOPA's
day camp will include activities
to  explore ¥

instruments, :
acting, sing- :
ing and art, :
with themed :
weeks like Harry Potter, :
Wicked, superheroes and :
more. Free early drop-off, :
free late pickup, schol-:

Fellowship Church,
located at 15326
FishHawk Blvd. in
Lithia will be holding
a weekly sports sum-
mer camp from Mon-
day, June 1, through
Thursday, July 23.
Camp will be Mondays through Thursdays
from 9 am.-12:30 p.m. and will cost $150,
with a sibling discount available. Campers
must bring drinks and a snack, as well as
wear sports attire; a camp shirt will be pro-

NAVIGATS

K- 8TH TUITION
FREE PUBLIC
CHARTER SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING
26-27

R

Leader in Me School
1to 1 Apple Technology
S.M.A.R.T. Curriculum

Before/After Care

(813) 603-9340

NAVIGATORACADEMYVALRICO.COM

Science and Engineering

Unforgettabe
Adventures
Start Here!

KIDS
KINDERGARTEN
& 1ST GRADE

KIDS
2ND-8TH
GRADE

REGISTER
TODAY!!!

813-825-2234
2918 John Moore Rd
Brandon, FL 33511

Registration Link
CampMirageBrandon.com“. .~

SUMMer camp seeeeeeesssessecces

................................. . fl-brandon/camps or call

arships and sibling dis- teeeesseceensscocensecscnnsacenes « offers hands-on experi-

counts. Music Show- 3
case is located at 402 :
Oakfield Dr. in Brandon. $

. ence and education. Camps
s run from Tuesday-Thursday
¢ from 9am. - 2p.m. from

Visit www.faopa.org. : Tuesday, June 2, through
: Thursday, June 25, and Tues-

Skill Samurai : day, July 7, through Thursday,
Skill Samurai's ¢ July 30. Group lessons are

also available on Fridays and
¢ Saturdays. Visit the website
: at www.tlcsfarms.com or call
: Tammi on 813-842-4236 for

STEM Camps give stu- 3
dents hands-on experi- :
ence with today’s most :
exciting technologies. @

.............. , Camp- = information. TLC's Gypsy
: ers explore Minecraft and Haven is located at 4325 Keysville Rd. in
: Roblox through creative Lithia.

: game design, learn responsi-
& ble content creation in You-
: Tube Studio and discover the
: fundamentals of artificial in-
+ telligence. Designed for curi-
: ous minds, these camps build
: problem-solving, ~creativity
: and confidence in a fun, sup-
= portive environment. Perfect
for beginners and experienced students alike,
Skill Samurai helps children turn interest in
technology into real-world skills that last a
lifetime locally. Visit www.skillsamurai.com/

School of Rock Valrico

Let your budding musicians join School
of Rock this summer for a variety of mu-
sic-themed camps, including Taylor Swift
and Classic Rock Rewind. There are differ-
ent themes for different age groups, with
camps suitable for ages 7-18. Camps are
available for full or half days, with the ear-
liest available drop-off being at 8:45 a.m.

School of Rock is located at 3244 Lithia
Pinecrest Rd., #104, in Valrico. Visit www.
schoolofrock.com/locations/valrico or call
813-397-8828.

: 813-761-2832

: TLC's Gypsy Hav-
: en Riding Camps

: Come and learn about
: horse riding and groom-
: ing at TLC's Gypsy Hav-
: en's summer camp, which

1040 Bloomingdale Ave | Valrico | (813) 709-7822

JAILOOIMIUSIC jamroommusic.com JAIGODINUATIYA

"% AGES 5-17
JUNE - AUGUST

- 9-day & 1/2-day camps
Morning sessions:

\ 9:30a-12:00p

¢ Afternoon sessions (JUN):
' 1:30p—4:00p

REGISTER NOW!

&.um@ [ﬁ&gﬂ

L'REATWE PROJECTS
SMALL GROUPS. BIG SUMMER FUN.

| REGISTER TODAY AT WWW.ARWORKSHOP.COM/BRANDON |
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High 5 Inc.
Brandon's High 5 Inc. is
inviting students to em- :
bark on an exciting and ad- 3
venturous journey where :
your child will experience
the thrill of summer camp. :
Daily activities will in-
clude pool time, outdoor :

play, field games, arts and feeeeeeeeeecnnss

crafts and more, including field trips.
Camp is offered Monday through Fri-
day from 7 am.-6 p.m. at High 5 Inc,, lo-
cated at 405 Beverly Blvd. in Brandon.
Campers can sign up for individual weeks
or throughout the entire summer. Visit
www.high5inc.org or call 813-689-0908.

75 GUMMER CAMP

o REGISTER TODAY!
B

2026)
CAMPAMENTO
DE VERANQ iREGISTRATE HOY

mer camp that com-E

YMCA Summer Camp

With over 25 different summer camp
options throughout the Tampa YMCA area,
there's something for every camper to en-
joy. From art and gymnastics to zip-lining
and splashing in its pools, the Y is the ulti-
mate summer destination with friends, fun
and adventure. Summer camps start on
Monday, June 2, and run all summer. Reg-
ister at www.tampaymca.org/letscamp.

HIGH 5, INC.

EDUCATION-ATHLETICS- COMMUNITY o fostel, cu- X

............. 3 COde WiZ

Code Wiz, located at 16132
: Churchview Dr, Ste. 105, in
Lithia, teaches coding and ro-
: botics to children, its camps
. are hands-on, student-driven
Pand  de ...............
5 signed to :

create at their own pace, with guidance from
coaches to support their individual learning
journeys. Camps will run throughout the sum-
mer and are available for & """ 02
mornings,  afternoons :
or full days. Visit online
at www. codewiz.com/ :

fishhawk-fl.

Kids ‘R’ Kids
Looking for a sum- :

bines fun, education, and
adventure? Look no further! Kids 'R’ Kids
Learning Academies has created the per-
fect summer escape for kids to learn, grow
and explore in a safe and exciting environ-
ment. Camp VIBE involves a new theme
designed to empower campers through
amusing activities, fascinating field trips,
timely lessons in teamwork and so much
more. Campers will have their eyes opened
to limitless possibilities and their minds

405 Bueuvérly_lélvj(;, BrandoAn, F.“Ll, 33511
e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $40
* $175/WEEK | MONDAY - FRIDAY

In order to continue to make our pro[qrams oﬁordable and

accessible for fumilies, High 5 proud

y accepts school readiness!

‘Brevis Elt;méﬁ;ary échéél - 57‘2?‘0 Osp’rey Ridge Dr, L‘itﬁhia, FL 33547
e 1-TIME REGISTRATION FEE - $30
o $90/WEEK | N\ON DAY TH U RSDAY

Régister Today:

[www.highSinc.org/camp]

focused to ignite their passions. Let them
catch the VIBE of summer! Kids 'R’ Kids is
located at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. in Lithia.
For more information, visit its website at
www.kidsrkids.com/circa-fishhawk/pro-
grams/summer-camp.

3 Workshop
............. 3 riosity and : EODE WM AR Work-
independence. ~ Campers : learn to code. have fun! : shopis a craft
are encouraged to ex-: studlo offer-
pIOI,e problem SOlVG and ---------------------------------------------------- |ng hands -on

classes for campers ages 5-17. The hands-
on classes are designed to inspire creativity,
conﬁdence and fun in a ¢
supportlve studio envi- ¢
: ronment. Both full and§
vl half-day camps are avail- :
: able at its location in Val-
& rico at 1046 Bloomingda- 5
¢ Ie Ave. Visit its website at :
www arworkshop.com/ §

: : brandon for more infor- :
: mation and to register.

Center For Dance Arts

The Center For Dance Arts offers dance
instruction in various genres, from begin-
ner to advanced levels, for students ages
2-18. Tt is also the home of an award-win-
ning competition team. It will be offering
summer camp; visit its website at www.
mycfda.com or call 813-657-1500 for
more information and to register. The

SUMMER FUN INCLUDES:
« POOLS/DIVING BOARDS wcurs 55

ON-SITE FIELD TRIPS wwan caeus

GAMERS GROTTO
OUTDOOR SPORTS |
INDOOR GAMES
o ARTS & CRAFTS
 PLAYGROUND

e S.TEM.

............................ t lego

Compiled By Jenny Bennett
Center For . iuiiniiiniinniinianen;

Dance Arts :
is located at :
929 E.Bran-: ®
don Blvd. in :
Brandon. :

Overf10w§
Fine Arts :
Camp feceesnsttccsssnnnnseccssnnns K

Overflow Fine Arts Camp is located
at 4929 Bell Shoals Rd., in Valrico and
will provide a wide variety of camps over
the summer including a dance camp,
kids musical theatre camp, art camp and
camp.
: The empha-
sis at these
s camps  will
: be on feeling

’31

Esafe and be-

: longing, with

o WORKSHOP % :a low ratio
m s of teachers

, s to  campers.
................................. . Camps W|||

run from June 1 through July 17. Most
camps will start at 9a.m. and will run
through 3p.m.
Visit its Web5|te§
at www.overflow- :
finearts.com  or :
call 813 777 3808 :
for additional in- :
formation.

CAMP PHIGH: 5

K

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Member Services | 813-689-0908

NA memberservices@highSinc.org

o www.highSinc.org/camp



I(DS 'R’ KIDS LAUNCHES CAMP VJIBE,
BLENDING EDUCATION AND FUN
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Staff Report

Camp VIBE at Kids 'R' Kids
Learning Academies is now en-
rolling, offering children a dynam-
ic camp experience designed to
inspire creativity, teamwork and
personal growth.

Each week of Camp VIBE intro-
duces a new theme, giving camp-
ers fresh opportunities to ex-
plore different interests through
hands-on activities, interactive
lessons and engaging field trips. [
From creative projects to team-building ex-
ercises, the program is structured to keep
children excited while helping them discover
new passions and build confidence.

Organizers say the goal is simple: create
an environment where learning feels like an
adventure. Campers are encouraged to think
big, try new things and develop friendships
along the way. With a balance of structured
programming and playful exploration, the
camp aims to deliver an experience that chil-
dren will remember long after summer ends.

The program is part of Kids 'R’ Kids Learn-

-

ing Academies, which
serves families in Val-
rico, Brandon and the
. surrounding  Tampa
~>4 communities. The Cir-
¥ ca Fishhawk location
in Lithia offers a se-
cure,  technology-en-
hanced  environment
with trained educators,
live-stream classroom
E access and controlled
entry systems, providing peace of mind for
parents. Beyond summer camp, Kids 'R’
Kids offers accredited programs for children
ranging from infants to age 12, including
preschool and before- and after-school care.
The school emphasizes a well-rounded ap-
proach to education, focusing on physical,
emotional, social and intellectual develop-
ment through play and structured learning.
Kids 'R" Kids Circa FishHawk is located
at 5815 Kids Crossing Dr. Lithia. Call 813-
654-7000. Visit the campus website at
www.kidsrkids.com/circa-fishhawk.

KnowledgePoints.

Proven Results

Affordable Tutoring
e —
e e—

\ %u The Next-Repo '
‘ ‘\ is going 1o be better:
} v‘

|

. * SAT/ACT » Homework Edge
e —Card preK -12th Grade

Serving our community for 25 Years

“Creating Success by Changing Lives”

Riverview Plant City

671-1919  754-7788

* Reading * Writing ¢ Math

[
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I'm honored to share that | am running for Honorary Mayor
of Brandon for 2026 through the Brandon Riverview Chamber
of Commerce. This a non-political fundraising effort and it's
not about a title, it's about bringing the community together
to make a meaningful difference in the lives of others.

L THIS RACE IS BENEFITINQ .

> / 3 -
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\
IIMPACT

Educating, equipping, em-
powering & supporting teens
to make healthy choices.
wwwwhatisimpact.com

Where adults with unique

abilities can be included in the
game of baseball.
www.alotoriverview.org

EVENTS COMING IN APRIL 2026

Scan to follow & get details

Kick-Off Bowlingl Trivia Sports
Party Night Night ! Music Bingo

PLUS online Auction - Traveling

Lotto Board - Sports Memorabilia

Home to more than 12,000 animals and world-class
coasters, Busch Gardens' Tampa Bay has camps for

both animal lovers and thrill seekers alike.

Kids in Kindergarten through 12t grade
can enroll in one-of-a-kind camps.

Day Camp: K-12t" « Resident Camp: 7t"-12t"

Book today and start counting down to the best summer ever.

BuschGardens.com/camps ¢ (813)884-4FUN (4386)
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A DEEPER LIFE OF FAITH IS

Grace Notes OUR CIVIC DUTY

Easter Blessings

By Debora COty "But when the And we need to
Spirit  of  Truth, be, as Jesus puts
] o ] comes, He will it, "Guided by the

My favorite Easter decoration is a and resurrection, but there's some per- guide you into Spirit of Truth.”
wooden, one-eared bunny posted on my vasive sorrow in your soul that defies all the truth [full We live in a
flowerbed. It's not new. It's not fancy. identification. and complete time when the
It's not terribly attractive. You may not have a clue about why, truthl” — Jesus, suppression  of
But it's honest and blatant about the where, when or how to process your un- John 16:13. truth, the manip-

message it brings: You may be missing
a vital part of yourself this year (notice
the bunny’s missing ear), but neverthe-
less you're blessed.

I suspect you feel diminished in your
worth. You may know what caused it —
perhaps the death of a loved one you've
celebrated Easter with throughout most
of your life. Maybe it's the absence of
someone who brought you much joy and
happiness at a different season of life.
Could be the dissolving of a longtime
dream. Or an unexpected change in your
finances, job, health, church or circle of
friends.

Something that has caused disillusion-
ment with life as you thought you knew
it.

Or maybe you don't know what has
created this deep sense of loss within
you. You find that you lean toward the
melancholy rather than the joyous this
Easter. Your spirit is dragging. You want
to celebrate the miracle of Christ's death

ease (hence the bunny's baffled expres-
sion). You may only perceive that some-
thing vital is absent this year. Something
is different. Something is off.

The message of this little broken Eas-
ter sign is that you're blessed. Regard-
less. It's okay to be broken. Unwhole.
Disconnected. Bewildered over it all.

You're still blessed. Whether you feel
it or not. Whether you think you deserve
it or not. Two thousand years ago, Jesus
willingly gave his life so that you could
be blessed today. Eternal life is yours if
you only choose to believe it. Papa God
is pouring out His blessings on you like a
gushing waterfall. You just have to rec-
ognize that you're all wet.

I pray that you'll acknowledge and em-
brace your Easter blessings — regard-
less of your circumstances — during this
time of remembrance of the crucifixion
and resurrection of your Savior.

Wow. What a blessing, my friend!
Don't miss it.

Debora M. Coty is an inspirational speaker and award-winning author of
over 40 books, including the bestselling Too Blessed to be Stressed series. Visit
with Debora anytime at www.DeboraCoty.com.

Quite often, pre-
paring for Easter, I
find myself turning
to John's account of the Last Supper. The
words seem to carry additional gravitas at
this last meal together, as Jesus carefully
goes over the highlights one more time.

His words resonate in the 21st century,
where we take such sweeping liberties
with truth. It makes good sense, then, to
check in with the one who is truth person-
ified. We dare not separate our pursuit of,
our quest for and our understanding of
truth from our pursuit of, our quest for
and our understanding of God.

So, if we pray when we read the
scriptures, why not pray before — and
also as — we read the news, or research,
or fact-check, or enter into conversation
or debate? Is our relationship with God
an integral part of our thinking, our emo-
tions, our intellectual curiosity?

When I hear commentators referenc-
ing this time in history as 'the post-truth
era,’ I believe this means we live in a
‘post-Jesus era’ too. So, what exactly do
we need if we say that “full and complete
truth” is important? Well, we need Jesus.

ulation of truth
and a wholesale
disregard for
truth are eating away at our freedom at
an alarming rate. But thankfully, as Jesus
pointed out, "The truth will set us free."

We cannot leave an active, purposeful
relationship with God out of the equation.
It is critically important that we love God,
follow Jesus and are guided by the Spirit.
Then, "when the Spirit of Truth comes, He
will guide us into all truth [full and com-
plete truthl.”

I guess, then, it would be fair to say that
it is our civic duty to draw closer, and be-
come more accountable, to God.

— DEREK

Derek Maul has written for
many news outlets, including
the Tampa Tribune, The United
Methodist News Service, All Pro
Dad, FOCUS Magazine, News-
week, USA Today, The Chris-
I tian Science Monitor; Presby-
terians Today, Guideposts, Chicken Soup for the Soul
and many other publications. Read Derek Mauls
daily blog posts at www.derekmaul.wordpress.com.
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Open Tuesday through Sunday
1:00am - 2:30pm
Friday 7:00am - 8:30pm
9992 US 301 S, Riverview

(813)252-8526

DDEN
~ \;’

serving Breakfast & Lunch

NOW OPEN!
Fish Fry
Fridays

All You CGan Eat
for $14.99

$9 OFF $25

Must present Coupon.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

Expires 5/7/2026

Tues.-Fri.: 9am- 4pm
Sat. 9am-1pm

%wwmgg@;

~ Tues.-Fri: 9am- 1pm

MARY & M;RTHA HOUSE

FASHION

S HOME G00DS

Sat. 9am-12pm
S~—— Socation:
; /" Fashion + Housewares + Vintage + Furniture 312U.S.Hwy, 415.
Toys + Appliances + Glassware + More! Ste.B,
. Ruskin, FL 33570
thaHouse.org 813.645.7874

Lawn & Pest Control, LLC

With a Healthy lawn less water is required!

FREE ESTIMATES!

I

Commercial & Residential - Fungicide - Fertilizing

%! Insecticide - Weed Control Tree & Shrub Treatment

DRYORLIQUID !

For Pre Pay Customers Only |

GRASS CONTROL

New Customers Only
-----------

g |
1 [
| [
ANY TREATMENT : : WEED & CRAB :
1 1
| 1

Now $57 per month

1
E You Get Protection
1
1

Ticks, Fleas, Fire Ants, Chinch Bugs, Mole Crickets, Sod
Weed Worms, Grubs and much more.
Plus Fungus & Weeds and Premium Fertilizer

| 813- 324—1 004 - www.FGLAWN.com

Family Owned & Operated

State Certified

Licensed & Insured
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MOFFITT il

CANCER CENTER

N
X

SCHEDULEA

MOFFITT

MAMMOGRAM

EXPERT CANCERDETECTIONIN
JUST 30 MINUTES, BACKED BY
THE BEST TEAM & TECHNOLOGY.

EXPERT REVIEW: Your results are analyzed by specialized Breast Radiologists with breast cancer expertise.
PERSONALIZED CARE: Receive a risk assessment tailored to your unique breast cancer risk factors.
LEADING-EDGE TECHNOLOGY: Access the latest advancements in breast cancer screening for the earliest possible detection.

Schedule an appointment today at 1
Moffitt.org/MyMammogram ) AN

Moffitt Cancer Center

or call 866-851-2652. , ® soutnsnore

No referral necessary. 7.

Convenient Location Near You:
2709 E. College Ave., Ruskin, FL 33570
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ORCHESTRA ANNOUNCES RETIREMENT
OF CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
SUSANA WEYMOUTH

The Florida Orchestra today announced
that Chief Development Officer Susana
Weymouth will retire this season, leaving
a lasting legacy as a champion of the arts
who has significantly impacted the orga-
nization and the Tampa Bay cultural land-
scape.

Since joining in December 2020, Wey-
mouth helped drive major fundraising
growth for the state’s largest professional
orchestra. Contributed revenue more than
doubled during her tenure, bolstered by
major gifts that strengthened the orches-
tra's endowment. Most notably, those ef-
forts culminated in a historic $10 million
donation—the largest single gift in the or-
chestra’s 58-year history.

Weymouth also expanded partnerships
with corporations and foundations, partic-
ularly through concert series sponsorships.
She deepened engagement with donors
through musician and concert sponsor-
ships while broadening support for educa-
tion and community programs that serve
tens of thousands across Tampa Bay.

“Susana has been an incredibly dedicat-
ed colleague and partner,” said President
& CEO Ignacio Barrdén Viela. "Her passion,
care for our donors and belief in music
have built momentum that will endure well

TRANSFORM YOUR POOL!

=" into the future.”

"’ '+ Music Director Michael
“§ Francis  praised  Wey-
! mouth's leadership, noting
her ability to inspire “joy-
ful giving” and strengthen
connections between pa-
trons and the orchestra’s
2 mission.

Weymouth will relocate
to be closer to family in
Savannah, Georgia, but
will remain in an advisory role. The orches-
tra has engaged Aspen Leadership Group
to conduct a national search for a Vice
President of Development.

“For me, supporting the arts has always
been a passion,” Weymouth said, recalling
a childhood in Washington, D.C., where
early exposure to museums and sympho-
nies shaped her lifelong commitment.

Over a career spanning more than four
decades, Weymouth worked in major cul-
tural centers including New York, Beijing,
Paris, London and Miami. She moved to the
Tampa Bay area in 2001 with her husband,
Yann Weymouth, a renowned architect
whose work includes projects at the Na-
tional Gallery of Art and the Louvre.

Before joining the orchestra, Weymouth
served as executive director of Tampa Bay
Businesses for Culture and the Arts, where
she helped strengthen connections be-
tween the arts and business communities.

Reflecting on her time with The Florida
Orchestra, Weymouth expressed gratitude
for colleagues, patrons and donors.

“Because of them, this orchestra con-
tinues to thrive,” she said. "I'm confident
the momentum we've built will inspire our
community for generations to come.”
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TAMPA BAY RODEO & FAMILY FESTIVAL
GALLOPS INTO HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS APRIL 10 & 11

Staff Report

Celebrate America’s 250th birthday at
the Tampa Bay Rodeo & Family Festival,
presented by Bartow Ford, on Friday and
Saturday, April 10-11, at the Hillsborough
County Fairgrounds. Tampa's thrill-packed
spring tradition delivers two action-packed
nights of full rodeo competition, featuring
bull riding, bronco busting, barrel racing,
calf roping and more.
The event also hon-
ors the brave men
and women in law
enforcement, fire and
rescue who serve and
safeguard our com-
munities.

In honor of local
police officers, fire-
fighters and rescue
personnel, a chari-
table donation will
be made to Off-Road
United, a nonprofit
foundation dedicated to supporting the
well-being of first responders in the Tam-
pa Bay area. Complimentary tickets have
also been distributed through local first
responder organizations, which will also
participate on-site with vendor booths.
Blue-line and red-line flags will fly high
above the entrance in tribute to those who
serve this community.

This year's Family Festival expands its
animal experience with more than 100
animals and an exciting new attraction.
Camels, goats — including more than 20
babies — pigs, a monkey and an elephant
join lions and tigers as part of the festival's
growing animal lineup. New this year, the
Tiger Encounter offers a live viewing and
feeding experience where guests can learn
about tiger behavior and conservation

AR

Staff Report

from trained handlers. Together, the ani-
mals create a lively attraction that gives
families a chance to get up close to majes-
tic creatures from around the world.
Guests can arrive early for the Family
Festival to enjoy delicious food and inter-
active fun. Festival favorites include corn
dogs, barbecue, tacos, funnel cake and

hot-pressed  Cuban
sandwiches  paired
with refreshing bev-
erages or ice-cold

beer. Visitors can test
their skills on the me-
chanical bull, try ax
throwing, soar on the
bungee trampoline,
race down the giant
slide and challenge
friends to cornhole
and giant Jenga.
Guests can also climb
aboard a monster
truck or even take a ride on a camel.

When the sun goes down, the spotlight
shifts to the rodeo arena, where superfans
can upgrade their tickets to the new VIP
Rodeo Section. VIP tickets include admis-
sion and premium reserved bleacher seat-
ing near the bucking chutes, along with
exclusive access to a private bar, a Luxe
restroom trailer, complimentary snacks
and sponsor giveaways (while supplies
last), additional security and a designated
nonsmoking area. Gates open at 4:30 p.m,,
and the rodeo competition begins at 7 p.m.

The Tampa Bay Rodeo & Family Festival,
presented by Bartow Ford, is a communi-
ty event featuring local vendors and area
sponsors.

For more information and tickets, please
visit www.tamparodeo.com/.

We Specialize In Remodeling & Resurfacing
Existing Pools, Landscapes & Hardscapes!

APOLLOPOOLS.NET

TRUST LOCAL

Built By Our Family. Made For Yours.

Call today to schedule your complimentary
consultation on a new custom swimming pool,
backyard renovation, or weekly maintenance!

AP

ollo

OOLS..

CPC 1457589

Call Your Local Pool Experts!
Proudly Serving All Of
Hillsborough County!

813-689-5197
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NEW SEASON, NEW POSSIBILITIES

Hlging Pugers & Sullers Make Maves it confidened
THE #1 RESIDENTIAL RESALE AGENT

HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY

PR,

5055 BAYBLVD 10904 HACKNEY DR 11339 HAWKS FERN DR " 13706 OSPREY FERN LN _
5BR/5BA/2CAR + POOL + DOCK + 6.13 ACRES + POND + ASC-1 ZONING 3BR/3BA/3CAR + OFFICE + 5BR/4BA/3CAR + BONUS + POOL/SPA
WATERFRONT $887,000 SOLAR POWER SYSTEM $845,000

$2,999,000 $742,000

..?(*

2413 BAYSHORE BLVD #1903

7107 COLONIAL LAKE D
4BR/3BA/3CAR -+ OFFICE + 3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + FENCED YARD 3BR/2BA/2CAR + CONSERVATION LOT 3BR/3BA/2CAR -+ SCREENED PATIO
FABULOUS BAY VIEWS $390,000 $325,000 $439,000

P

1044 SCENIC HOLLW DR 16158 AMETHYST KEY DR

$675,000

.......

‘Lﬁ . Ea

\

R,

6416 LAKESUNRISEDR 205INDAVESE 4739 WHITE SANDERLINGCT 4736 WOODS LANDING LN
3BR/2BA/2CAR + WATERFRONT + DOCK 3BR/1BA + BONUS + .28 ACRES 2BR/2.5BA/1CAR + WATERVIEW 4BR/2.5BA/2CAR + LOFT + FENCED YARD
$575,000 $275,000 $239,000 $499,000

’; 7 ':‘
W07 e

v : : S

11724 WROUGHT PINE LOOP 11474 CAPTIVA KAY DR 219 MANGROVE SHADE CIR 1511 ORACLE DR
4BR/2.5BA/3CAR + LOFT -+ OFFICE + POOL 2BR/2BA/2CAR -+ POND VIEWS 3BR/2.5BA/1CAR 3BR/2.5BA/2CAR + OFFICE + POOL
+ OUT$D6%%R05IOTCHEN $250,000 $295,000 $515,000

DELIVERING RESULTS YEAR AFTER YEAR

Direct: 813-924-8677
Office: 813-655-5333

Brenda@BrendaWade.com

Signatuve eatty ssociates www.BrendaWade.com

Top Producer

2002-2025 1709 Bloomingdale Ave, Valrico, FL 33596
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APRIL \
Wilional, 3% s

CHILD ABUSE e Realtor

a» RE/MAX

PREVENTION MONTH ¥ AllianceGroup

Over $15 million
in sales in 2025

RE/MAX
Hall of Fame,
Top 1% among

: : all agents across
Child Abuse Prevention calls to all of us for help. Tompa Bay

The Children’s Board of Hillsborough County invites you Certified Luxury
to learn more at a free annual event Friday, April 3, Home Specialist
from 9:30 to 11am at 1925 East 2nd Avenue in Tampa. Newsome High,

Riverview High
parent

There are many ways we all might help to reduce the risks “I live here.
across our region, including involvement with the local L love It nere.
Children’s Board Family Resource Center. For more info, like no one else!”

go online to childrensboard.org — & thanks! Direct:

813-748-4336

Email:
annmarievaughan
@verizon.net
Web:
annmarievaughan.

Looking For Your Own 'Home, Sweet Home'?

I give free ad space to groups or events that improve our community. Call me with your ideas! — Ann Marie

WHEN YOU KNOW, YOU KNOW! If

EXCELLENCE & ELEGANCE surround # g \
you want & recognize quality upgrades

you at this magnificent, custom-built, g

5,000-SF home in FishHawk’s Kestrel
Ridge! On a cul-de-sac half-acre in the

security-gated enclave, the property P&

features an impressive pool & spa lanai
with a panoramic view of conservation
woods & water. An outdoor kitchen &
gas fireplace flank the heated pool on a
travertine-tiled deck; triple pocket sliders
open it all for great entertaining. Details
are just as dazzling inside, of course:

coffered ceilings, crown molding, col- [

umns & arches, gorgeous granite, diag-

onal-tile floors & acksplashes, decora- |

tive listello, raised-panel wood cabinets,
walk-in wine closet & so much more.

BETTER THAN WHEN IT WAS BUILT!
From new tile, epoxy, & LVP floors to
updated fans, fixtures, & other finishes,
this thoroughly renovated townhome
towers 4 stories above the Apollo Beach

waterfront in the upscale boating colony |s=s

of Sunset Bay.Your Florida lifestyle here
can be truIY low-maintenance -- not
only because the 37-home association

handles exterior work, water bills, pest |

control, flood insurance, & the exclusive |
residents pool beside the boat dock, |

but also because this unit has updated
HVAC, LED lighting, quartz counters,
stainless-steel appliances, fresh paint &
more. Nearly 3,100 SF includes 3 beds,
3.5 baths, a 2-room top-floor bonus, &
an elevator to make it easy!  $499,900

beyond most in an upscale neighbor-
hood, here is the home for you within
wonderful Waterset! Inside & outside
this Sandpiper by West Bag you'll find
improvements from a 400-SF screened
lanai to $65,000 in casement hurricane-

impact windows. Tile & LVP floors, [

decorator fans & fixtures, seamless

utters, salt-free water softener, 8-foot ¥

oors including full-glass French doors
to the office & a frosted-glass entry with
sidelight, security system with cameras
front & back, even an electric vehicle
charger in the garage await you. It's a
2,100-SF 3/2/2 with a customized office
that can be a 4th bedroom. $500,000

~ FOR RENT NEAR FISHHAWK! Live
just a mile east without deed restrictions
on pets, boats, trailers, RVs, ATVs, etc!
This 1,800-SF 3/2/2 on nearly 7 acres
glves%ou Prlvac , flexibility, & security
~with a fenced yard of 1 acre, gated
driveway, & even lockable holding pens

on a concrete pad for animals or equip- [

ment. Inside you'll find terrazzo floors

J not carﬁ)_et, a kifchen with stainless-stee

appliances & plenty of cabinets, plus
formal living & dining rooms in addition
to a family room with fireplace. A 200-SF
Florida room & 600-SFgarag_e complete
the space. Well water & septic help you
save on utility bills. All of this creates a
value hard to find elsewhere! Offered
for rent at $2,750 monthly.




	for
	HONORARY
	MAYOR
	BRANDON RIVERVIEW APRIL 2026  Leading with Heart, Serving with Purpose.
	Event Dates: 4/7 4/15 4/20 4/28
	SUPPORTING:
	Raffle Items:



	Sunni Moreno
	for
	April  2026
	Honorary Mayor’s  Race Events
	Comedy Palooza @  Voodoo Brewing Co.
	4/7 6-8pm
	3432 FL-60 Valrico, FL 33594 $25 ticket or $50 VIP
	Bourbon, Bags & Bingo + Live Sax 🎷  @ Boulevard Supper Club

	4/15  6-9pm
	15260 Fishhawk Blvd. Lithia, FL
	$50 ticket or $75 VIP
	Escape for a Cause @ Legends Escape Room

	4/20 6-7pm & 7:30-8:30pm
	Mayor’s Mic Night: Karaokee for a Cause @ 1916 Irish Pub

	4/28 6-8pm
	906 W. Robertson St. Brandon, FL  $25 ticket or $50 VIP

	Raffle Items:
	Scan to  Enter Raffle




