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greetings

As we move through this month I encourage each of us to be mindful in our leadership, intentional
in our service and grounded in our purpose. Together we will continue to live work and play in a
way that reflects excellence unity and love.

Monique Arrington
MONIQUE ARRINGTON
29TH FAR WEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR
JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA, INC. 
EMPOWERED LEADERSHIP. INSPIRED TO EXCEL.

With gratitude and pride,

Dear Far West Family,

Welcome to Mindful March a season for
reflection intention and continued celebration.
As we come off the heels of a powerful and
inspiring Black History Month we carry that
same pride and purpose forward as we honor
Women’s History Month celebrating the
strength leadership and impact of women who
continue to shape our families our
communities and our legacy.

In February we took time to show appreciation
for one another and uplift the incredible
associates who make our region so special.
Your commitment your service and your
sisterhood are what make Far West truly ELITE.

Now in March we are excited to kick off our
Children’s Clusters across the region creating
meaningful opportunities for our children to
learn grow and connect. These moments
reflect the heart of Jack and Jill as we continue
to invest in our children and build experiences
that will shape their future.

https://www.instagram.com/JackandJill_fwr/
http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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In Jack and Jill of America, Inc., we lovingly refer

to our Associates as our Jewels, a name that

reflects both who they are and the value they

bring to our organization.

Like jewels, our Associates shine brightly. They

are polished through experience, strengthened

through service, and radiant in their commitment

to our children, our families, and our mission.

Each Associate represents a legacy of leadership,

sisterhood, and excellence, continuing to pour

into the organization even after completing active

mother membership.

We call them Jewels because they are timeless

treasures, women who have helped build strong
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foundations within their chapters and across our

region. Their wisdom, mentorship, and continued

presence are invaluable. They uplift, they guide, and

they remind us of the enduring power of Jack and

Jill.

During Associate Appreciation, we pause with

gratitude to honor these phenomenal women. Your

impact does not fade, it only deepens. Thank you for

your continued grace, your example, and your

unwavering dedication.

Far West is stronger, brighter, and more beautiful

because of our Jewels.

ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION | 
OUR JEWELS OF JACK AND JILL 

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  5
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Dear Fathers Auxiliary Brothers,

Thank you to everyone who joined the Fathers

Auxiliary trip to Louisville, Kentucky. It was an

incredible weekend of brotherhood and

unforgettable experiences.

Highlights included visiting the Kentucky Derby

Museum, participating in the Black Heritage in

Racing Tour and mock racing experience, touring

the Muhammad Ali Museum where we had the

honor of meeting Ali’s wife Lonnie Williams, and

enjoying distillery tours and tasting at Castle &

Key and Buffalo Trace. We were also honored

that Jack & Jill National President, Mrs. Darlene

McGhee Whittington, blessed us with her
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presence during the trip.

Thank you all for making it a memorable experience.

Looking forward to the next adventure together.

FATHERS AUXILIARY TRIP

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  7

Royce Jefferson
ROYCE JEFFERSON
FAR WEST REGION FATHER'S AUXILIARY CHAIR
JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA, INC., LOS ANGELES
CHAPTER

Brotherhood always,

http://jjfarwestregion.org/




Our Far West families gathered in beautiful Lake
Tahoe for an unforgettable Après Ski–themed
Regional Family Trip, filled with connection,
laughter, and elevated experiences for all ages.
From outdoor adventures in the crisp mountain
air to cozy moments of fellowship, families
enjoyed the perfect blend of activity and
relaxation. Whether skiing, snowboarding, tubing,
or simply taking in the breathtaking views, this
trip created lasting memories and strengthened
the bonds that make our region so special.

The Après Ski theme brought a stylish and festive
touch to the experience, allowing families to
unwind and connect after full days of fun. It was a
true reflection of what it means to live, work, and
play together in the Far West Region.
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A heartfelt thank you to our incredible Regional
Family Trip Chair Tanya Smith and Co Chair Sharon
Durousseau for their vision, planning, and attention
to detail in curating such a memorable experience
for our families.

We also extend our sincere appreciation to
Immediate Past Regional Director JoAnne Curry and
Regional Teen Advisor Lakeesha Alford for standing
in on behalf of the Regional Executive Board and
ensuring a strong regional presence throughout the
trip.

This experience was a beautiful reminder of the joy,
unity, and excellence that define Far West. We look
forward to many more moments of connection and
celebration together.

FAR WEST REGIONAL FAMILY TRIP |
LAKE TAHOE APRÈS SKI EXPERIENCE

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  9
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Black History Month is a time of reflection,

celebration, and pride as we honor the rich

history, resilience, and contributions of Black

leaders, innovators, and trailblazers who have

shaped our nation and our world.

Within Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Black history

is not only something we celebrate, it is

something we actively live and continue to build

each day. Our organization was founded on the

principles of leadership, service, and

empowerment, ensuring that our children are

equipped to carry forward the legacy of

excellence that those before us established.

Throughout the month, our chapters across the
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Far West Region engaged in meaningful

programming that uplifted our history, celebrated

our culture, and inspired our children to understand

their power and potential. From educational

activities to cultural celebrations, we created spaces

where our stories were centered, honored, and

passed down.

As we reflect on Black History Month, we are

reminded that our history is not confined to the

past, it is alive in the work we do, the communities

we serve, and the future we are shaping. Let us

continue to walk boldly in our purpose, uplift one

another, and ensure that the legacy of Black

excellence continues for generations to come.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  1 4
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST UNITES 
FOR FOUNDERS DAY 

The Seattle Chapter was thrilled to join the Tacoma Chapter as they hosted
Founders Day. Together, we celebrated 88 years of enduring, steadfast
legacy of our beloved Jack and Jill in the Pacific Northwest. The day
strengthened our purpose and reinforced the vision. Our time together:
elegant, powerful, joyful.

FOOD FOR KIDS - NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE 

“Food for Kids” is a local food pantry that provides weekend meals for
students and their families who are experiencing food insecurity. The
organization distributes food to low-income students in collaboration with
nonprofit partners in the South Bay and Harbor areas weekly. The entire
South Los Angeles Chapter spent the day filling literacy bags, sorting and
packing food donations, and assembling kindness bracelets!

THE "FASCINATING AND FEARLESS" FRESNO
CHAPTER CELEBRATE FOUNDER'S DAY 
Twenty members of the Fascinating and Fearless Fresno chapter proudly
participated in the inaugural Northern California Founders' Day
celebration on January 10th in Santa Clara. The theme "Jewels and
Jubilation" was beautifully exhibited as Mother members and Associates
arrived looking both "Fascinating and Fearless", adorned in elegant black
dresses with pearls and diamond accessories. Associate Jewels were
honored and recognized for their enduring legacy and contributions.

ORANGE COUNTY’S 'DAY ON' CELEBRATING DR.
KING!

We honored the life of Dr. King with a Day On at the Orange County Food
Bank! We filled TWO shifts, assembling 1,034 boxes! This collective effort will
certainly be felt by many throughout our community! 

And participants shared, “We left fulfilled to be in service to others!”

FOUNDERS’ DAY, BLACK HISTORY MONTH &
ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION REFLECTIONS
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PWV CELEBRATES OUR ASSOCIATE MOTHERS WITH
GAMES AND GRATITUDE

The Portland Willamette Valley Chapter celebrated Associate Mother
Appreciation Day with a fun-filled game night. Four Associate Mothers
joined us for an evening of fellowship, board games, Jack and Jill trivia
Jeopardy, and a festive taco bar. It was a joyful time of laughter,
connection, and appreciation.

A FOUNDERS DAY 
TO REMEMBER 

The Santa Clarita/Antelope Valley chapter celebrated a beautiful Founders
day complete with food, fun and fellowship. 
While celebrating, the chapter recognized the impact of the founders of
Jack and Jill, while Associate Jewels had a chance to share their wisdom on
motherhood. 

POMONA AREA HONORS ASSOCIATES AT ANNUAL
MOTHER’S TEA CELEBRATION EVENT

At the Pomona Area’s annual Mother’s Tea, we proudly honored our
dedicated associates who embody the spirit of Jack and Jill of America, Inc..
We were especially honored by the presence of Ida Younge, who served as
the 19th National President. Laughter, wisdom, and inspiring perspectives
filled the room.

ASSOCIATES AND FOUNDERS CELEBRATION: A DAY
OF INSPIRATION AND EXCELLENCE

It was a beautiful day of fellowship, joy, and wisdom. Our Associate
Jewels and Founders shared guidance and insight with Mother Members
to help shape a brighter future. By loving one another, prioritizing self-
care, and working together, we strengthen our chapter, uplift our
community, and empower our youth to thrive.

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  1 6

FOUNDERS’ DAY, BLACK HISTORY MONTH &
ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION REFLECTIONS
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SUNNY CELEBRATION OF FOUNDERS AND
ASSOCIATES

On a lovely day in January, surrounded by flowers, Mother Members and
Associates celebrated the roots planted by our founders and Jewels. We
shared wine, wisdom, and gratitude while we learned to construct
delectable charcuterie boards. Mothers left with a charcuterie kit, a full
soul, and a happy belly.

ANCHORAGE CELEBRATES 88 YEARS OF JACK AND
JILL EXCELLENCE

In honor of Founders Day, mothers gathered for an elegant Membership
Tea celebrating legacy and future growth, curated by VP Renée.
Prospective moms engaged with mother members in spirited Jack and Jill
Jeopardy, enjoyed an engaging chapter history presentation, and departed
with sweet treat baskets to share with their families.

LOS ANGELES CHAPTER’S FOUNDERS’ DAY
CELEBRATION: TEA THROUGH TIME

Mothers proudly celebrated 88 years of excellence and sisterhood at Alta
Adams. We were honored to welcome "Second Jill," Mrs. Fredricka Hill,
daughter of founder Marion Stubbs Thomas, whose heartfelt reflections
illuminated our enduring, multigenerational legacy while boldly inspiring
our future.

SUN VALLEY DAY OF SERVICE - MARCHING THROUGH
OUR MEMORIES: A FAMILY HISTORY EXPLORATION!
The Sun Valley Chapter had the distinct privilege of serving as Grand
Marshal for the ‘26 MLK Parade in Mesa, AZ! After marching in unity,
families further connected to the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr by
exploring the power of our family stories. Hosted at the Mesa Temple
FamilySearch Center. Guided by Jack and Jill's five national programmatic
thrusts, families blended storytelling, technology, civic reflection, and
genealogical research into a meaningful experience for our children.
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THE INAUGURAL NORTHERN CALIFORNIA FOUNDERS
DAY AND ASSOCIATE JEWEL APPRECIATION

Greater Vallejo Chapter Mother Members and Associate Jewels were
beautifully represented. The highlight for us was the inspiring panel
discussion featuring the two National Past Presidents, whose wisdom,
history, and leadership energized and united GVJJ. We accept the charge to
keep the focus on the kids!

OAKLAND BAY AREA CELEBRATES FOUNDERS’ DAY
AND SERVES COMMUNITY

January shined for Oakland Bay Area Chapter. We joined seven chapters
for Nor Cal Founders’ Day and Associates Appreciation, honoring our
Associate Jewels, inspired by Presidential Pearls, and raising March of
Dimes funds. OBAC families also gathered at Mosswood Park for MLK
National Day of Service, uplifting our community together.

A PHENOMENAL FOUNDERS DAY WEEKEND - THE
SENSATIONAL SAN JOSE WAY!

San Jose celebrated Founders Day and honored our Associates at both the
inaugural Northern California gathering and our annual Chapter
Celebration. Our chapter event, focused on unity, sisterhood and
fellowship, featured PNP Shirley James as the distinguished keynote
speaker who highlighted the importance of J&J and motherhood over the
years.

NCSD SPENDS NATIONAL DAY OF SERVICE AT
FEEDING SAN DIEGO

NCSD proudly spent its MLK National Day of Service volunteering with
Feeding San Diego. Our members processed 5,940 pounds of produce in 2
hours, totaling 1,485 households served in San Diego County. 
NCSD was featured on local news stations CBS 8 and FOX 5 for its
thoughtful community service efforts.
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ASSOCIATES APPRECIATION AND SOUPER BOWL OF
GIVING IMPACT

Savvy Sacramento Chapter proudly celebrated Founders Day and
Associates Appreciation as our Associate Jewels and Chapter President
attended Jewels and Jubilation, a Breakfast at Tiffany’s inspired tribute
honoring our esteemed Associate Jewels. Carrying that spirit forward, we
united for our Souper Bowl of Giving, donating 888 items to support
Sacramento State University’s ASI Food Pantry.

TUCSON CELEBRATES THE LEGACY OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR.

To honor Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy, our chapter joined a
community-wide annual march and day of service. Partnering with When
We All Vote, we provided essential voter registration resources to
empower the next generation. Through advocacy and action, we’re helping
our community step up and be heard!

TACOMA CHAPTER: ROOTED IN LEGACY AND
UNITED IN SERVICE

The Tacoma Chapter hosted the PNW Founders’ Day Brunch, honoring Jack
and Jill's legacy, recognizing Associate Jewels, welcoming Charter Mothers
and featuring keynote Senator T’Wina Nobles. In honor of National Day of
Service, families supported Operation Warm Soles through The Peace Bus,
delivering footwear and essentials to neighbors in need.

INGLEWOOD CELEBRATES FOUNDERS’ DAY WITH
REDEDICATION AND FELLOWSHIP

The Inglewood Chapter of Jack and Jill of America welcomed the new year
with a January Chapter Meeting featuring Founders’ Day recognition and
meaningful fellowship. Upholding a cherished tradition, mothers
participated in the Rededication Ceremony reaffirming their collective
commitment to service and sisterhood. 

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  1 9
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LAS VEGAS CHAPTER CELEBRATES LOVE AND
LEGACY

The Las Vegas Chapter mothers and Associates gathered for a joyful
Galentine’s celebration. We enjoyed brunch, a live jazz performance line
dancing, games, and crafts, while honoring our rich chapter legacy. Charter
members and past presidents shared heartfelt wisdom, reminding us that
love, leadership, and service remain at the heart of all we do.

CELEBRATING OUR FOUNDERS WITH PURPOSE,
ELEGANCE, AND GRACE

The Tri-Valley Chapter celebrated Founders’ Day at Ruby Hill with a
formal tea honoring the legacy of our visionary founders. Mother
members donned elegant attire as each grade group designed a
signature tea table inspired by the iconic Ritz London tradition. The
Tea Party Challenge beautifully embodied creativity, sisterhood, and
our theme, Grind with Grace.

THE SAN FERNANDO VALLEY CHAPTER IS
HONORING THE PAST, SERVING PRESENTLY

This month, the Far West Region honors service in motion. We celebrate
National Day of Service, reflect on our Founders’ enduring vision, and
uplift our Associates whose dedication sustains our work. Together, we
lead with purpose, serve with intention, and continue building
communities rooted in excellence, impact, and care.

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  2 0

FOUNDERS’ DAY, BLACK HISTORY MONTH &
ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION REFLECTIONS

CELEBRATING THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE OF
JACK & JILL 

The San Francisco Chapter celebrated Founders Day/Associates Day
with fellow chapters in the Northern California area. 

We honored our founders with an afternoon of shared wisdom,
fellowship, and sisterhood. 

http://jjfarwestregion.org/


LIVING BLACK HISTORY: TACOMA CHAPTER IN
ACTION

Tacoma Chapter celebrated culture and leadership during Black History
Month. Families honored trailblazers at Charles Rolland African-American
Legislative Day, created self-portraits celebrating identity, delivered
speeches by influential figures and explored Tacoma Art Museum's
"Blackness Is..." exhibit. Inspired by history and shaping the future! 

THE SAN JOSE CHAPTER CELEBRATES BLACK
“EXCELLENCE IN EVERY SENSE” 

The JJSJ Black History Month event immersed families in a multi-sensory
celebration of Black culture. Families enjoyed thoughtfully curated sensory
stations that highlighted flavorful dishes, nostalgic cultural scents, and
interactive crafts. The event also showcased our children’s leadership
through a live musical performance and a spectacular fashion show.

IE JACK AND JILL FIGHTS HUNGER WITH GIVING
365

On behalf of IE Jack and Jill of America, Inc., we are honored to champion
our Food Insecurity Drive in partnership with Giving365. United in service,
we are transforming concern into concrete action providing meals, restoring
dignity, and uplifting families. Together, we can nourish hope and
strengthen our community.
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MEMBERS
ON THE MOVE



KUDOS TO ALUMNA NOEMI GLOVER FOR HER
INCREDIBLE VOLLEYBALL SEASON!

For her phenomenal play and championship season with Arizona State
University’s Sun Devils volleyball team, NCSD Alumna Noemi Glover was
named First Team All-American and presented the Big 12 Conference
Player of the Year award. And better yet, she has another year to go in
Tempe. Congratulations, Noemi! 

SAN JOSE MOTHER MEMBER NAMED PHYSICIAN OF
THE YEAR

Dr. Candice C. Weaver, earned Kaiser Permanente's 2025 Outstanding
Physician of the Year award. Double board-certified, she's celebrated for
compassionate, patient-centered care, health equity, and her impactful role
as a Black woman physician. Her leadership extends to community service,
mentorship, creative endeavors and civic engagement. Congratulations
Mother Member Candice!

CELEBRATING SCHOLARSHIP, LEADERSHIP, AND
LITERARY EXCELLENCE

Savvy Sacramento Chapter proudly celebrates our Corresponding Secretary,
Dr. Theanne Griffith, recently named a Smith College Medalist and tenured
as Associate Professor of Physiology and Membrane Biology at UC Davis. A
distinguished neuroscientist and children’s author, she bridges research
and storytelling, inspiring the next generation of scientists and scholars.

OAKLAND BAY AREA TEEN SELECTED FOR JAMAICA
U20 NATIONAL TEAM

Oakland Bay Area teen Emmanuel Harris has been selected as a member of
the U20 Jamaica National Men’s Football (soccer) Team for the Concacaf
World Cup Qualifier. Emmanuel is the son of OBAC's CT Gillian Chambers
Harris and Erik Harris.

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  2 3
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INGLEWOOD MOTHERS CONTRIBUTE TO A
GROWING LEGACY IN GHANA

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated chartered its first Ghana
chapter, Alpha Delta Psi Omega, in Accra, Ghana, on January 16, 2026,
marking the establishment of its fourth graduate chapter on the African
continent. Congratulations to our very own Inglewood Chapter mothers,
Mary Ann and Mary Jane Opoku, proud charter members whose legacy of
sisterhood and service now extends to Ghana.

CHAPTER MOMS APPOINTED TO KEY DISTRICT
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Las Vegas Chapter Moms Nakia Jackson Hale and Dei Thomas were
appointed to the Clark County School District’s Sex Education Committee.
In this role, they will review curriculum content and instructional
materials, making recommendations to the school board that impact
students and families across the district. 

TUCSON TEEN NICHOLAS HISHAW NAMED
PRESTIGIOUS COCA-COLA SCHOLAR RECIPIENT

Congratulations to Coke Scholar Nicholas Hishaw of the Tucson Chapter,
selected as one of only 150 recipients from over 107,000 applicants
nationwide. This prestigious scholarship recognizes Nicholas’ exemplary
leadership and commitment to community service. Notably, Nicholas has
also served as the Far West Region Teen Vice-President and Chaplain.

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  2 4

SERVICE, SISTERHOOD & LEADERSHIP IN THE FAR
WEST REGION

Shanique Bonelli-Moore is the current San Fernando Valley Chapter
Treasurer and has recently been appointed Far West Regional Sisterly
Relations Chair. Her leadership reflects a commitment to service,
sisterhood, and advancing our founders’ vision through meaningful
community impact.

http://jjfarwestregion.org/


BRANDI DAY HONORED FOR TRANSFORMATIVE
COMMUNITY IMPACT

During Black History Month, Brandi and her nonprofit, iD.A.YDream, were
selected for a Random Act of Helpfulness. She was recognized for her
meaningful and measurable impact across our local communities. Her
leadership and service exemplify a steadfast commitment to
empowerment, equity, and lasting change.

THE YATES PROTOCOL - SUPPORTING OUR
ASSOCIATE DR. YATES

Dr. Beverley Yates, our associate member and previous chapter president,
has recently penned the book “The Yates Protocol; Five Simple Steps to Fix
Your Blood Sugar and Reverse Type 2 Diabetes.” She provides practical
steps for achieving balance with nutrition and exercise, patient stories,
and recipes for success. 

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE
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TACOMA CHAPTER JACK SERVES AS HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES HONORARY PAGE

Fourth-grade student Tyce Jones served as an Honorary Page for the
Washington State House of Representatives. He assisted on the House
floor and delivered documents between legislative offices. Tyce attended
Page School, where he learned about government operations,
collaborative decision-making and impactful ways youth participate in the
legislative process.

SAN JOSE BALLROOM DANCER BREAKS BARRIERS
ON THE DANCE FLOOR

Congratulations to 6th-grader Anastyn Hill! From local first-place wins to
reaching the U.S. National Amateur Dancesport Championship quarter-
finals two years in a row, your success is incredible. Anastyn, your family
and the San Jose Chapter is immensely proud of you for beautifully
breaking barriers on the dance floor!

http://jjfarwestregion.org/


CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR GIRL SCOUT GOLD
AWARD, BRIELLE TURNER!

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest honor a Girl Scout can achieve.
Brielle's project centered on improving physical and mental health
awareness through a curated series of workshops led by distinguished
Black physicians. Brielle’s commitment and tireless efforts exemplify the
very best of service, compassion, and leadership.

MOVIE TIME!

JJLA MOTHER MEMBER SEEKING LOS ANGELES
SUPERIOR COURT, SEAT 87

Congratulations to Vice President Sharee Sanders Gordon on running for
Los Angeles Superior Court Judge, Seat 87! What an incredible example of
leadership, courage, and commitment to public service. Our children are
witnessing firsthand what it looks like to step forward, serve boldly, and
participate in the democratic process. We are proud of you!

Brittney Murray is Co‑producer of the feature film Love the Skin You’re In,
a powerful drama about caregiving and self-discovery, now streaming
nationwide. 

She is CEO of Mogul Behaviour, a full-service branding agency, and
founder of Pillars of Prosperity Foundation. Her Group 2 daughter,
Bellamy Murray, appears in the film.

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE

J J F A R W E S T R E G I O N . O R G P A G E  2 6

http://jjfarwestregion.org/






29

29

FAR WEST
TEEN CORNER
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https://jjfarwest.aflip.in/FWRTeenSpotlightMarch2026
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ANNOUNCEMENTS &
UPCOMING EVENTS





O R  C L I C K  H E R E  T O  R E A D  T H E
F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/qpnBbqeTQi38t0EJ-Qql4ioyF1oARFbnxjHWxhuxv87F95d4GVwrTY-EfoR9Q6KcZqd5ab-JxKKdU5rQ.YFw6SDQIvisH8A6v?eagerLoadZvaPages=sidemenu.billing.plan_management&accessLevel=meeting&canPlayFromShare=true&from=share_recording_detail&startTime=1771380373000&componentName=rec-play&originRequestUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Frec%2Fshare%2FSWJIn5w_hc5wLZyzSRQyS0srCRRYG3BUvxPNhPzDFWOBPELErUx8tHDEE70PqKFg.Lz4tu_FZkLQcmVaN%3FstartTime%3D1771380373000
https://jackandjillinc.memberportal.org/ama/orig/emails/453/87/JJOA-Background-Check-FAQ.pdf


FIRST FRIDAYS OF EACH MONTH! JOIN US NEXT ON APRIL 3 AT 8 PM PST.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F83547627570%3Fpwd%3DTrnlx5L0ZadYISZVr5JItoD7tAcO3W.1&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AOvVaw2nT_EmX-je9YyH3XM4KWUg
https://sites.google.com/view/fwrjjoa-empowerus-lounge/home?authuser=0


CLICK TO JOIN THE ZOOM

Tuesday, Jan 13th
Tuesday, Feb 10th
Tuesday, Mar 10th
Tuesday, Apr 14th
Tuesday, May 12th

Meeting ID: 891 5301 6538
Passcode: 255881

Join us for our Chapter
Governance Pop In & Ask!

Greetings Far West Regional Chapter Governance Leaders!

This is an informal opportunity to take a moment to check in.  Join us
on 2  Tuesdays at 8pm PST for a Zoom meeting to reconnect and

address your outstanding questions.

nd

RBC Carol Nealy
FWR Bylaws Chair

fwr.rbc.nealy@gmail.com

RGTF Sabrina Topps
FWR Governance Task Force Chair

fwr.gtfc.sabrina@gmail.com

RP Jennifer Thomas
FWR Parliamentarian

fwr.par.jennifer@gmail.com
 

PPC Terry Cato
FWR Policies & Procedures Chair

fwr.ppc.tc@gmail.com

 We looking forward to connecting with you!

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89153016538?pwd=88xYoGaIR8AkTKbDDoD8AaWcDCVekd.1
mailto:fwr.rbc.nealy@gmail.com
mailto:fwr.gtfc.sabrina@gmail.com
mailto:fwr.par.jennifer@gmail.com
mailto:fwr.ppc.tc@gmail.com








Shop for a Cause

https://fundraising.liprevolt.com/jackandjillofamerica,inc.-losangeleschapter825
https://fundraising.liprevolt.com/jackandjillofamerica,inc.-losangeleschapter825








PURCHASE
TICKETS

BECOME A
SPONSOR

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-gala-2640
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-gala-2640
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/annual-gala-2640
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/making-waves-on-the-runway-sponsorship-deck
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/making-waves-on-the-runway-sponsorship-deck
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/making-waves-on-the-runway-sponsorship-deck


https://jjoafwr.regfox.com/2026-far-west-advocacy-day




STAY IN THE KNOW WITH THE FAR WEST REGION NEWS FLASH—
YOUR BIWEEKLY ROUNDUP OF REGIONAL UPDATES, KEY REMINDERS, AND

UPCOMING EVENTS.

CHECK OUT PAST EDITIONS BY CLICKING BELOW.

March 25, 2026

March 11, 2026

https://fwrnewsflashspecialedition122325.my.canva.site/fwr-news-flash-feb022426
https://fwrnewsflashspecialedition122325.my.canva.site/fwr-news-flash-feb021126
https://fwrnewsflashspecialedition122325.my.canva.site/fwr-news-flash-032526
https://fwrnewsflashspecialedition122325.my.canva.site/copy-of-fwr-news-flash-march031126


Start your week with the National Executive Board’s weekly
newsletter spotlighting the people, programs, and purpose
that make Jack and Jill of America, Inc. shine! Each Monday
brings fresh inspiration, highlights, and important updates

from across the country.

Click the link below to catch up on past editions
of The Focus and stay connected to all things

Jack and Jill!

Past Editions of The Focus

https://us1.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5726b770122e2ff52bbd59add&id=7cd6a34fdc
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5726b770122e2ff52bbd59add&id=7cd6a34fdc
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MONIQUE ARRINGTON

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

FAR WEST REGIONAL
EXECUTIVE BOARD
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QIANA AMOS

REGIONAL TREASURER

SHERIDA MCMULLAN

REGIONAL FOUNDATION MEMBER AT LARGE

TASHA B. PENNY

NATIONAL PROGRAM DIRECTOR

MISHA L. DUNFORD

REGIONAL SECRETARY

rdmonique@jjfarwest.org rtqiana@jjfarwest.org

rsmisha@jjfarwest.org

malsherida@jjfarwest.org npdtasha@jackandjillinc.org

INGLEWOOD, CA INLAND EMPIRE, CA

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CA

PHOENIX, AZ LOS ANGELES, CA

http://jjfarwestregion.org/


HAYDEN HISHAW

REGIONAL TEEN PRESIDENT

FAR WEST REGIONAL
TEEN EXECUTIVE BOARD
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NEVA-NATAIA LOWERY

REGIONAL TEEN VICE PRESIDENT

EMILE BALLARD

REGIONAL TEEN FOUNDATION CHAIR

LAILAH DAVIS

REGIONAL TEEN TREASURER

fwr.rtp.hayden@gmail.com fwr.rtvp.tai@gmail.com 

fwr.rtt.lailah@gmail.com 

fwr.rtfc.emile@gmail.com 

TUCSON, AZ SEATTLE, WA

SACRAMENTO, CA

LONG BEACH, CA
VIVIAN JOYCE GUTIERREZ

REGIONAL TEEN SECRETARY
fwr.rts.vivian@gmail.com 

ORANGE COUNTY, CA

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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HOLLAND WILEY 

TEEN PARLIAMENTARIAN 

CAMILLIA PENN 
PASADENA, CA

NATHANAEL PENNY 
LOS ANGELES, CA

HILARY ASKEW
PORTLAND WILLAMETTE

VALLEY 

AVERIE GLADDEN 
SANTA CLARITA

ANTELOPE VALLEY 

LONNIE TAYLOR 
PHOENIX, AZ

hillary.askew@gmail.com averiedgladden@gmail.com 
tlonnie564@gmail.com 

INGLEWOOD, CA
TEEN LEGISLATIVE CHAIR 

TEEN CHAPLAIN TEEN EDITOR
TEEN PROTOCOL CHAIR

hollandeden18@gmail.com camipenn918@gmail.com 
TEEN NOMINATING CHAIR

npennyjjla@gmail.com 

KOLE CUNNINGHAM 

TEEN TECHNOLOGY CHAIR 

JAMAIYA JAMES 
TACOMA, WA

DEVIN GLASS 
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY SAN FERNANDO VALLEY , CA

TEEN WE ARE ONE CHAIR 
koleiscunning@gmail.com jamaiyajames642@gmail.com 

TEEN SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
glassdevin155@gmail.com

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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DR. MAISHA
GRAY-DIGGS

OAKLAND BAY AREA, CA

TORIA FREDERICK
SAN DIEGO, CA

BRIDGETTE WHITE
PASADENA,  CA

TOYA DAVIS
SACRAMENTO, CA

MEDELL BRIGGS-
MALONSON

SOUTH LOS ANGELES, CA

LARA LOVELACE-
MACON

SEATTLE, WA

EDRIENNE BRANDON
SAN JOSE, CA

MICHELLE
BANKS-ARMOUR

INGLEWOOD, CA

BONNIE M. WATSON
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY, CA

ADRIAN YOKLEY
LOS ANGELES, CA

GRETCHEN E. F.
WILLIAMS
PHOENIX, AZ

DANI KILGORE
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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CHRISTINE PAULEY
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY, CA

SHANAEYA NELSON
ORANGE COUNTY, CA

PHELISHA LICERIO
POMONA, CA

DARJENÉ
GRAHAM PEREZ

INLAND EMPIRE, CA

GILLIAN READER
GREATER VALLEJO, CA

SHONDA
HUERY HARDMAN

LAS VEGAS, NV

LISA BULLEN-AUSTIN
NORTH COUNTY
SAN DIEGO, CA

CANDACE GRAY
TRI VALLEY, CA

ALLISON REED
ANCHORAGE, AK

CESANEE JOHNSON
TUCSON, AZ

DR. LISSA
FRANCOIS
FRESNO, CA

MARCKIA WILSON
TACOMA, WA

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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TANYA SMITH
SUN VALLEY, AZ

MIMI NARTEY
WEST LOS ANGELES, CA

TUNUA
THRASH-NTUK

LONG BEACH, CA

CHERISE MOORE
SANTA CLARITA

ANTELOPE VALLY, CA

ERICA MARSON
PORTLAND WILLIAMETTE

VALLEY, OR

As our members rise, so too does the Far
West Region—lighting the path for the
future of Jack and Jill.

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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DARJENÉ
GRAHAM PEREZ

INLAND EMPIRE, CA

REBEKAH BELL
PHOENIX,  CA

DR. MAISHA
GRAY-DIGGS

OAKLAND BAY AREA, CA

LAUREN
MACMADU

SAN FRANCISCO, CA

TENESHA MASAITIS
LOS ANGELES, CA

TANYA SMITH
SUN VALLEY, CA

JACALYN ELLISON
GREATER VALLEJO, CA

ALEXANDRIA
MADDALONE-WILSON

FRESNO, CA

TOYA SUPREME
PHOENIX, AZ

DANI KILGORE
SAN FRANCISCO, CA

ALUMNI LIAISON AWARDS AND COURTESIES CHAPLAIN

CHILDREN’S CLUSTER COMMUNITY SERVICE

CONFERENCE LOGISTICS EDITOR

EDUCATION FAMILY TRIP HBCU TRIP

lexisla27@gmail.com

toyasupreme@gmail.com president@sfjjchapter.org

dgrahamperez@iejackandjill.com

KIMBERLY PREPETIT
INGLEWOOD, CA

CO-EDITOR

kprepetit.jandj@gmail.com rscundiff@msn.com

mgd.jjobac@gmail.com jjlaurenm@gmail.com

jjla.tenesha@gmail.com tann1166@gmail.com Jse71@hotmail.com

JESSICA MCKENZIE
INLAND EMPIRE,  CA

COMPETITIONS

jmckenzie@iejackandjill.com

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
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KONYA LINDSEY
PHOENIX, AZ

ASHLEY JOHNSON
LOS ANGELES, CA

MARSHA WILLIAMS
PORTLAND, OR

GRETCHEN
WILLIAMS
PHOENIX, AZ

JENNIFER THOMAS
INGLEWOOD, CA

TERA WILSON
WEST LOS ANGELES, CA

LAKEESHA ALFORD
INGLEWOOD, CA

PARLIAMENTARIAN LEAD TEEN ADVISOR

TEEN ADVISOR SERGEANT AT ARMS SISTERLY RELATIONS

TIME AND PLACE YOUTH SYMPOSIUM

jenisis360@gmail.com misstera@icloud.com

fwr.rta.lakeesha@gmail.com jjkonyalindsey@gmail.com jjla.ashley@gmail.com

mpjw1115@gmail.com
gretchenefwilliams@gmail.com

CAMILLE WAGNER IVY
SACRAMENTO, CA

NOMINATING

camillenwagner@gmail.com

SHANIQUE
BONELLI-MOORE

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY, CA

SISTERLY RELATIONS

sfvjjshaniquebm@gmail.com

AMBER AARON MOSLEY
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY, CA

STYLE COUNCIL

sfvjjamberm@gmail.com

BRENDA OIYEMHONLAN
OAKLAND, CA

EMERGENCY RESPONDERS

boiyemhonlanjjobac@gmail.com

http://jjfarwestregion.org/
mailto:jjkonyalindsey@gmail.com
mailto:jjkonyalindsey@gmail.com


Khalisha Jefferson
fwrrpckhalisha@gmail.com

fwr.rtc.as@gmail.com



Lisa Buffong
lisa.buffong@gmail.com



Inglewood

Ohaegbu

Tarin

Mary Ann Opoku jjinglewood.editor@gmail.com

Neal tmbneal@gmail.com

Kelli Martin kmartin4245@yahoo.com

Missy Sykes

Tetonia Blossom

MarcKia Wilson wmarckia@gmail.com

Amber Aaron Mosely

Nicole George Nicole_Georgern@yahoo.com 

mailto:tmbneal@gmail.com
mailto:tmbneal@gmail.com
mailto:icole_Georgern@yahoo.com
mailto:icole_Georgern@yahoo.com
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THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE FAR WEST REGION

FAR WEST FOCUS


	greetings
	Dear Far West Family,
	Welcome to Mindful March a season for reflection intention and continued celebration. As we come off the heels of a powerful and inspiring Black History Month we carry that same pride and purpose forward as we honor Women’s History Month celebrating the strength leadership and impact of women who continue to shape our families our communities and our legacy.
	In February we took time to show appreciation for one another and uplift the incredible associates who make our region so special. Your commitment your service and your sisterhood are what make Far West truly ELITE.
	Now in March we are excited to kick off our Children’s Clusters across the region creating meaningful opportunities for our children to learn grow and connect. These moments reflect the heart of Jack and Jill as we continue to invest in our children and build experiences that will shape their future.
	As we move through this month I encourage each of us to be mindful in our leadership, intentional in our service and grounded in our purpose. Together we will continue to live work and play in a way that reflects excellence unity and love.
	With gratitude and pride,
	Monique Arrington
	MONIQUE ARRINGTON 29TH FAR WEST REGIONAL DIRECTOR JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA, INC.  EMPOWERED LEADERSHIP. INSPIRED TO EXCEL.


	IN THIS ISSUE
	Regional Director’s Welcome
	Keeping Up with the Far West Region
	Members on the  Move
	Far West Teen Corner
	Announcements & Upcoming Events
	Far West Leadership Lookbook

	ASSOCIATE APPRECIATION |  OUR JEWELS OF JACK AND JILL
	In Jack and Jill of America, Inc., we lovingly refer to our Associates as our Jewels, a name that reflects both who they are and the value they bring to our organization.
	Like jewels, our Associates shine brightly. They are polished through experience, strengthened through service, and radiant in their commitment to our children, our families, and our mission. Each Associate represents a legacy of leadership, sisterhood, and excellence, continuing to pour into the organization even after completing active mother membership.
	We call them Jewels because they are timeless treasures, women who have helped build strong
	foundations within their chapters and across our region. Their wisdom, mentorship, and continued presence are invaluable. They uplift, they guide, and they remind us of the enduring power of Jack and Jill.
	During Associate Appreciation, we pause with gratitude to honor these phenomenal women. Your impact does not fade, it only deepens. Thank you for your continued grace, your example, and your unwavering dedication.
	Far West is stronger, brighter, and more beautiful because of our Jewels.

	FATHERS AUXILIARY TRIP
	Dear Fathers Auxiliary Brothers,
	Thank you to everyone who joined the Fathers Auxiliary trip to Louisville, Kentucky. It was an incredible weekend of brotherhood and unforgettable experiences.
	Highlights included visiting the Kentucky Derby Museum, participating in the Black Heritage in Racing Tour and mock racing experience, touring the Muhammad Ali Museum where we had the honor of meeting Ali’s wife Lonnie Williams, and enjoying distillery tours and tasting at Castle & Key and Buffalo Trace. We were also honored that Jack & Jill National President, Mrs. Darlene McGhee Whittington, blessed us with her
	presence during the trip.
	Thank you all for making it a memorable experience. Looking forward to the next adventure together.
	Brotherhood always,
	Royce Jefferson
	ROYCE JEFFERSON FAR WEST REGION FATHER'S AUXILIARY CHAIR JACK AND JILL OF AMERICA, INC., LOS ANGELES CHAPTER


	FAR WEST REGIONAL FAMILY TRIP | LAKE TAHOE APRÈS SKI EXPERIENCE
	Our Far West families gathered in beautiful Lake Tahoe for an unforgettable Après Ski–themed Regional Family Trip, filled with connection, laughter, and elevated experiences for all ages. From outdoor adventures in the crisp mountain air to cozy moments of fellowship, families enjoyed the perfect blend of activity and relaxation. Whether skiing, snowboarding, tubing, or simply taking in the breathtaking views, this trip created lasting memories and strengthened the bonds that make our region so special.
	The Après Ski theme brought a stylish and festive touch to the experience, allowing families to unwind and connect after full days of fun. It was a true reflection of what it means to live, work, and play together in the Far West Region.
	A heartfelt thank you to our incredible Regional Family Trip Chair Tanya Smith and Co Chair Sharon  Durousseau for their vision, planning, and attention to detail in curating such a memorable experience for our families.
	We also extend our sincere appreciation to Immediate Past Regional Director JoAnne Curry and Regional Teen Advisor Lakeesha Alford for standing in on behalf of the Regional Executive Board and ensuring a strong regional presence throughout the trip.
	This experience was a beautiful reminder of the joy, unity, and excellence that define Far West. We look forward to many more moments of connection and celebration together.

	BLACK HISTORY MONTH
	Black History Month is a time of reflection, celebration, and pride as we honor the rich history, resilience, and contributions of Black leaders, innovators, and trailblazers who have shaped our nation and our world.
	Within Jack and Jill of America, Inc., Black history is not only something we celebrate, it is something we actively live and continue to build each day. Our organization was founded on the principles of leadership, service, and empowerment, ensuring that our children are equipped to carry forward the legacy of excellence that those before us established.
	Throughout the month, our chapters across the
	Far West Region engaged in meaningful programming that uplifted our history, celebrated our culture, and inspired our children to understand their power and potential. From educational activities to cultural celebrations, we created spaces where our stories were centered, honored, and passed down.
	As we reflect on Black History Month, we are reminded that our history is not confined to the past, it is alive in the work we do, the communities we serve, and the future we are shaping. Let us continue to walk boldly in our purpose, uplift one another, and ensure that the legacy of Black excellence continues for generations to come.
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	OR CLICK HERE TO READ THE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
	FIRST FRIDAYS OF EACH MONTH! JOIN US NEXT ON APRIL 3 AT 8 PM PST.
	Greetings Far West Regional Chapter Governance Leaders!

	Join us for our Chapter Governance Pop In & Ask!
	This is an informal opportunity to take a moment to check in.  Join us on 2nd Tuesdays at 8pm PST for a Zoom meeting to reconnect and address your outstanding questions.
	Meeting ID: 891 5301 6538 Passcode: 255881
	CLICK TO JOIN THE ZOOM
	Tuesday, Jan 13th Tuesday, Feb 10th Tuesday, Mar 10th Tuesday, Apr 14th Tuesday, May 12th
	We looking forward to connecting with you!
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