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IA" MawOaiov - 14th Sundav of Matthew

Anolvuxiov Avaotdoyov

Tov cuvavopyov Aodyov Totpi kai TTvedpar, v €k
TopBévov texbévia eic campiov MUY, GVOLVICOLEY
TOTOL Kol TPOCKUVICOUEY: OTL MOOOKNCE  GopKi,
averDelv v t® Zrowp®d, koi Bdvortov Vmopeivan, Kol
£yeipon Tovg TeBvedTAC, £V Ti| EVOOED AVaCTAGEL OWTOD.

Tob Apxayyélov

Todv ovpaviov otpati®v ApyloTpainye,
dvoomobuév oe del Muelc oi avaélol, iva taig
caic odenoect telyiong Muag, oKEMN TAOV
TTEPOYOV, THC ADAOV GOV SOENC, PPoVPBY TUAG
TPOCTINTOVTING, €KTEVDG Kol Podvtag 'Ex tdv
KvoOvev A0Tpmcot Uag, ™G Ta&lapyng Tdv dveo
Avvapemv.
Koviakiov

Tookein koi Avvo Oveldiopod artekviag, kol Adap
kal Eda, éx tiic @Oopdc 10D Oavdartov,
NAevbepdbnoav Aypovte, €v Ti] Gyig YeVVIIoEL GOV
avTv éoptalel kol O A0Og ©ov, &voyiic TOV
TTaucpdTov, Atpwdeig év 1d kpalew cotr ‘H oteipa

TIKTEL TNV O0TOKOV, KOl TPOoPOV TG {OT|g NUAV.

Resurrectional Apolytikion

As the Father and Spirit are unoriginate, so the Word,
who was born from the Virgin for us. Let us praise
Him, O believers, and let us worship Him. For our
salvation e was pleased to be crucified in the flesh,
and to undergo death, and to resurrect the dead, by

His glorious resurrection.

For the Archangel

O Chief Commander of the heavenly armies, we
the unworthy now entreat you in earnest, to forlify
us by your supplications to the Lord, and shelter us
beneath the wings of your spiritual glory, guarding
us who run to you and fervently entreat you: As the
Commander of the hosts on high, rescue us faithful

from dangers of every kind.

Kontakion

Joachim and Anna
reproach of childlessness, and Adam and Eve

were released from the
delivered from death and destruction, through
your holy childbirth, O immaculate Virgin. We,
your people, now redeemed from the guilt of
transgressions, celebrate your holy birth as we
sing to you: “The barren one bears the Theotokos,

the nurturer of our Life.



mailto:info@stnicholasflushing.org
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AHHOXTOAIKO ANAI'NQYMA (B’ Kop. 1:21 — 24, 2:1 — 4)

Adelpoi, 0 PePoudv Mudg ovv VUiv i Xplotov kol ypicog Mudg Ogdg, O Kai
oQpayIeAUEVOC NUAG Kol dovg TOV appafdva tod Ivedpatog &v taic kapdiog Hudv. 'Eym o6&
néptopa 1OV Ocdv mukododpar &t Ty &uRv yoyiv, 6Tt eedopevog DUy odkétt NAdov eic
KopwBov. ovy 611 kupredopev dUdV T1ig TioTe®G, AALL cLVEPYOL EGEV THG Yapdg DUV T Yap
niotel £otnkate. "Expwva 6& éuavtd todto, 10 Un moAwv €v Aomn EABelv mpog vudG. &l yap €y
ATd HpAG, Kol Tig €0Tv 0 evEpaivav P el P 6 Avmovpevog €€ Euod; Kol Eypaya VUV TodTo
avTo, tvo un A0V ATy Exo 6’ Gv £l pe yaipstv, memodmg &mi mhvtag VUdG STl M &un
Yopo TAVTOV VU®V €0Tv. €K yap TOAARG OAlyewc kal cuvvoyfic kapdiag Eypaya VUV S
TOAAGDV dokpO®V, o0y tva Avandfjte, dAla v dydmmv iva yvdte fiv €0 TEPIGGOTEPOC Eig

VUAG.

EPISTLE READING (2 Cor. 1:21 — 24; 2:1 — 4)

Brethren, it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has commissioned us;
he has put his seal upon us and given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee. But [ call
God to wilness against me — it was to spare you that | refrained from coming to Corinth.
Not that we lord it over your faith; we work with you for your joy, for you stand firm in
your faith. For I made up my mind not to make you another painful visit. For if I cause
you pain, who is there to make me glad but the one whom I have pained? And I wrote as |
did, so that when I came | might not suffer pain from those who should have made me
rejoice, for I felt sure of all of you, that my joy would be the joy of you all. For I wrote you
out of much affliction and anguish of heart and with many tears, not to cause you pain but

to let you know the abundant love that I have for you.




EYAITEAIKO ANAINQYMA MAT®. 22:2 — 14)

Einev 6 Kvpilog v mopoforiv tadtny: Quotddn 1) Paciieio tdv odpovey avOpdmo Baciiel, dotic

gnoinoe yapuovg 1@ vid odTod. kol anéotele TOVG d0VAOVG aOTOD KOAEGOL TOVG KEKANUEVOLS €iG TOVG
Yapovg, Kol ovk 110edov EMDelv. Ty daméoteilev GALOLC SOVAOLC AéywV: glmate TOIG KEKANUEVOLS 1d0D TO
Gplotov pov Nroipaca, ol Tabpoi pov kol Té oitiotd tedupéva, Kol mavto Etolpua’ debte gig ToVG YAUOLE. ol
0¢ aueAnoavteg anfiAbov, 6 PEV €ig TOV 1oV dypov, 0 8¢ €ig v Eumopiav adTod" 01 6€ AoUTol KPUTHOAVTES
TOUG 00VAOVG avTod VPploav kol dméktewvay. akovcog 0 0 Pactledg €keivog Mpyictn, kol TEpyag To
OTPUTELUATE AVTOD ATMAESE TOVG POVEIG EKEIVOLG KOl TNV TOAY odT®V EVETPNOE. TOTE AEYEL TOIG SOVAOIG
odTod O PV Yapog ETodg EoTiv, ol 88 kekAnuévol ovk foav dElor Topedece ovv £mi Tag S1eE6S0VG TdV
00®V, kai 6oovg &av ebpnte KoAéoate €ig TOLG Yapovg. kol EEeABOVTEG ol doDAoL keivol €ig Tag O60VG
SLVITYayoV TTavTag BG0VG EDPOV, TOVIPOVG Te Kol &yadong: Kod EmANGOn 6 Yépog dvoxeévay. eiceldav 68
0 Bacthedg Osbicocon Tovg dvoxelévoug eidey kel dvlpmmov ovk Eviedupévov Evdupa Yapov, kol Aéyet
vt Etdipe, i eicfilleg Mde PNy Ewv Evdupa yauov; 6 8¢ deuudbn. tote einev 6 Pooiiedg Toig
SaKkovoLS dMoavteg awTod TG Kol ¥Elpag Apote avTtoOv Kol EKPALETE €ig TO oKOTOG TO EEMTEPOV” EKET

gotan O KAawBUOC Kol O PpuyUoc TV 03OVI®mV. TOAAOL Yap €ict KANTol, OAlyol 6& ékhekToi.

GOSPEL READING (MT. 22:2 — 14)

The Lord said this parable, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a

marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the marriage feast;
but they would not come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘“Tell those who are invited, Behold, |
have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is ready; come to
the marriage feasl.” Bul they made light of it and went off; one to his farm, another to his business,
while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, and
he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his
servants, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the
thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.” And those servants went out
into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding hall was
filled with guests. But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no
wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Iriend, how did you get in here without a wedding garment?”
And he was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him
into the outer darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.” For many are called, but few

are chosen.”




Sep 6
SUN

Sep 8

Sep 9
WED

Sep 13
SUN

Sep 14
MON

Sep 16
WED

Sep 17

EORTOLOGION
SEPTEMBER 2026

Ecclesiastical New Year

Agxn ™ Ivdiktov

8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy
Ayiaopog/ Blessing of the waters

14th Sunday of Matthew
IA' MatOaiov
7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Nativity of the Theotokos
T'evéOALov tng OeotoKOV
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Saints Joachim and Anna
Ay. Iwaxeip kat Avvng
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Sunday Before the Holy Cross
Kvgiakr mgo tov Ztavpov

St. Aristidis/ Ay. Agioteidov

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Elevation of the Holy Cross
H YYwotg tov Tiptov Ztavgov
8:00 a.m. Orthros/ 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

St. Euphemia the Great Martyr
Ay. Evdpnpia MeyaAopdotvoog
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m.Liturgy

SS. Sophia, Hope, Faith & Love
Ay. Zodiag, EAmig, ITiotng kou Ayamng
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

Sep 20
SUN

Sep 23

WED

Sep 26

SAT

Sep 27
SUN

Sunday after the Holy Cross
Kvgiakr peta tov Tiptov Ztaveov
7:30 a.m. Orthros/ 8:45 a.m. Liturgy

Evening Vigil Panagia Myrtidiotissa
Ayovnvia Ilavayiag Muptidiwrioong
7:30 pm Vespers / Eomepwvdg

8:45 pm Orthros / OgBgog

10:00 pm Liturgy / ©. Aettovgyia

Falling Asleep of St. John the Theologian
Koipnong Ay. Imavvov Tov @eoAdyov
8:00 a.m. Orthros / 9:00 a.m. Liturgy

First Sunday of Luke

A'Kvgiaxn tov Aovkd

7:30 a.m. Orthros / 8:45 a.m. Liturgy
Second Liturgy 10:45 a.m.
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FEAST « FUN « FAITH « FELLOWSHIP .

’ Jocwn as!

11:30 AMTO 1:00 PM
SARANTAKOS HALL PARKING LOT

* CHURCH SCHOOL e GOYA
e JOY * BASKETBALL
* JRGOYA » VOLLEY BALL

Girl Scouts - Cub Scouts - Boy Scouts

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX SHRINE CHURCH
STNICHOLASFLUSHING.ORG
INFO@STNICHOLASFLUSHING.ORG

—————— -




Save ¢ Date

ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX
/ SHRINE CHURCH

,V= ROOTED N &aith
Vo, (7, UNITED N (“ist

I/ Saturday, January 30, 2027
./""‘ ‘

N
LEONARDS PALAZZO OF GREAT NECK, NY
FELLOWSHIP: SIX O’CLOCK IN THE EVENING
DINNER: SEVEN O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING

¢

Music by: International Sounds

Black Tie Optional
¢

For more information please contact:

. Eleni Stathopoulos: 917-273-8084 or Church office: 718-357-4200

r‘

e




~ Renovating TSN
"V "FOR OUR FUTURE " \

BRONZE DEDICATION LEAF $2,000
' SILVER DEDICATION LEAF $5,000
' GOLD DEDICATION LEAF $10,000
BENEFACTOR DOVE $25,000

GREAT BENEFACTOR STONE  $50,000

Please consider supporting our Renovation For OQur Future project to continue passing
the torch of Orthodox faith and Hellenism to our future generations.

BRONZE LEAF $2,000 SILVER LEAF $5,000 GOLD LEAF $10,000
DOVE $25,000 STONE $50,000
LAST NAME: FIRST NAME:
PHONE NUMBER: EMAIL: ‘
PLEASE PRINT INSCRIPTION CLEARLY. 3 LINES (33 CHARACTERS MAX)

"SO LET EACH ONE GIVE AS HE PURPOSES IN HIS HEART; NOT GRUDGINGLY OR OQUT OF
NECESSITY; FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER"

T — N




& SAVE THE DATEI "

lo,

" ST. NICHOLAS MEN'S LEAGUE "
PRESENTS

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER

g/ 26,2026
Rtu i

/’ﬁiﬂ GREEK FLAIR

35‘ ‘

;:*\; ) :

-

I//

GERMAN LIVE

N TLIVE
BEER MUSIC 4 DANCING  oyzouki

=>5> CELEBRATING TRADITION. UNITING CULTURES. &= > y <5




|
ST.NICHOLAS STEPHEN AND ARE(I

CHERPELIS

HELLENIC “
SCHOOL  :- -
 PROGRAM e

AR AR RRRRIN

& Included in the Core Curriculum: Greek Dancing, Orthodox
Faith, Theater, Mythology, and Conversation.

& Certified Greek Teachers

& Help us plan for a great year—register today!

A joyful and supportive
environment to strengthen
language and deepen cultural
roots!

QO 718-357-4299 www.stnicholasflushing.org
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New York
2 Blood Center B I OOd

Drive

In Memory of Helen Misthos

Helen Misthos passed away October 31st, 2023.
She was wife to George Misthos for 58 years until
his passing, mother to Maria (Harry), John (Antigoni)
and Paul (Thalia). Grandmother to Catherine,
Elaine, George, John, Theodora, Helaena, George,
Georgiana, Athanasia and John.

Helen was born in the Bronx and attended Zoodochos Pigi parochial
school. She as raised in a home where God and the Theotokos were at
the center, understanding that service to others was the core of a happy
life. She worked at RCA while attending New York University in the
evening. She was always eager to describe the time she met Elvis
Presley at the studio. One New Year’s, she met George on a blind date
and they were soon engaged.

Helen and George were longtime members of St Nicholas church in
Flushing from when it was a small building on Cherry Avenue. Helen's
contributions to the church community as a volunteer were plentiful.

She oversaw the 2™ session Sunday School for more than 35 years, led
the Girl Scout Program, started an annual Blood Drive, was Treasurer of
the William Spyropoulos Day School and was President of Philoptochos
for numerous years. On a national level, she was a member of the
National Philoptochos Board and its Treasurer for many years.

The light of her life was all the children in it. She adored her
grandchildren, her goddaughter, Connie, and all her Sunday School
“kids”. Her favorite necklace was the one that represented each of her
10 grandchildren. A Sunday School child or Girl Scout greeting her would
bring a huge smile to her face. She was a talented knitter and made
frequent gifts of blankets, sweaters and caps.

Prepare to donate viit nybc.org/eligibility for complete donation guidelines.

St. Nicholas Greek
Orthodox Church
196-10 Northern Blvd, Flushing, NY

Friday, October 2, 2026
3:30PM - 8:00PM
Basement Auditorium

For an appointment,

scan QR Code:

Please Donate
Blood in Memory of
and in Celebration
of Helen Misthos

- Eatwell Bringa Feel good and Must be 17-75 Meet minimum
= ® and hydrate photo ID ' symptom free 174 -16with parental | weight requirements
- permission form

= 76+ with written
physlclan consent

800.933.BLOOD - nybc.org

OO XwWo




b KIDS BULLETIN PAGE
‘ The Birth of the Most Holy Theotokos Feast Day: September 8

| Key Facts
¢ The Parents: Saints Joachim and Anna prayed for years to have a child. God answered their
L prayers with the birth of Mary.
¢ ® The Meaning of "Theotokos": A Greek word meaning "God-bearer" or Mother of God (Theo
= God, Tokos = bearer).
- o Church New Year: This feast is the very first Great Feast of the Orthodox Church liturgical
year, which begins on September 1.

Matching Activity. Match the term on the left with the correct definition on the right:
¢ Joachim & Anna ® September 8th
* Theotokos e Parents of the Virgin Mary

e Feast Date ® God-bearer

£ Fill-in-the-Blanks (Word Bank: Joachim, September 8, Theotokos, Anna

We celebrate the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary on
Mary’s father was Saint and her mother was Saint

In the Greek Orthodox Church, Mary is called the , which means
Mother of God.

Discussion Question for Kids Saints Joachim and
Anna waited patiently for God to answer their
prayers. What is one thing you can pray to God for
with patience and faith?




MEMORIALS MNHMOXYNA
Christine Casalino Xpotivag Casalino
Irini Karavas Epnvng Kapapa
Filimonas Nicolitsis dunpuovog Nikokiton
Barbara Nicolitsis BopBapog Nikokiton
—c——

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

Daughter of
Nick & Kelly Katsanos
Sunday, September 6, 2026 at 1:00p.m.

Son of
Konstantinos & Victoria Moutopoulos

Saturday, September 12, 2026 at 11:00 a.m.

St. Stephar\gs Ybung Adults

Join us for an evening
over hot dogs

Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Shrine Church
196-10 Northern Blod Flushing, NY 11358




Sunday, September 6, 2026 | The Fourteenth Sunday of Matthew

DIAKONIA

A National Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America

REFLECTIONS FROM TODAY'S READING | Matthew 22:2-14
Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

“I Have No Wedding Garment...” 77

"

in today’s Gospel reading? To our eyes, he might seem to have

been rejected unfairly. But the man is expelled, not because God
rejected him, but because he rejected God. How so? The Kingdom of
Heaven is often compared to a joyous meal. When Jesus dined with
the poor and downtrodden during his earthly ministry, he showed
that the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. These earthly meals
symbolized the joyous meal that believers will share in heaven.
To follow Jesus is to dine with him, on earth as well as in
heaven. The King in today’s parable is God the Father, who
has invited people to dine with his Son. Whoever accepts the
invitation has become a follower of Jesus. But being a disciple
of Jesus and dining with him carries a further obligation. Judas,
after all, was one of the 12 disciples who ate with Jesus even at
the Last Supper. He seemed to be following Jesus, even as he
plotted to betray him. The underdressed man in today’s parable
is not a pitiful soul who was mistreated and wronged, but a
traitor like Judas, growing like a weed within the healthy harvest
of the Church. For the Church Fathers, the wedding garment that
he lacked is the white robe that people would put on right after
being baptized. Without this garment of righteousness, the young
man has rejected his Christian identity. The hymns from the
first three nights of Holy Week focus on this wedding garment,
especially in the notable hymn that says, “I see your bridal

chamber adorned, my Savior, but I have no wedding garment that
I may enter therein.” Today’s parable admonishes us not only to

Should we pity the man who was expelled from the wedding feast

be called Christians, but actually to be Christians.

e N

ms

Fr. George Parsenios is Professor of New Testament at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology. www.hchc.edu

Scan for today’s service text R %
Diakonia is made possible by a T
/@ &ﬂ generous grant from Leadership 100 add




DIAKONIA

FROM THE ORIGINAL GREEK: Synagdgé (Xvvaywyn)

What does “Synagogue” mean?

Fr. George Parsenios (HCHC '96)

Although the synagogue as an  building in which they gathered. By the first century AD,
I institution is entirely Jewish, the synagogue was a fixture in Jewish life. Synagogues
the word itself is entirely were used for teaching and prayer, as well as a refuge
] W] Greek. Synagogue (ovvaywyry/ that offered hospitality and lodging to travelers and
synagdgé) is derived from pilgrims. Synagogues were also the place where Jesus
. two Greek terms: syn, which and the apostles worshipped, taught, and faced stiff
means “with,” and agé, opposition. The Temple in Jerusalem, with its various
which means “gather” or “lead.” In its rites and public sacrifices, was the center of Jewish
most basic sense, therefore, a synagogue worship. When the Temple was destroyed by the Romans
is not a building but is literally a “gathering.” The in 70 AD, Jewish religious observance focused instead
Greek translators of the Old Testament used this word on the study of the Bible and good works. Synagogues
to translate the Hebrew words for “assembly” and became the location for these activities, just as they

“congregation,” and over time the term synagogue went  continue to be today.
from denoting a gathering of people to denoting the

St. Symeon the Stylite. Public Domain.

THIS WEEK'S LOOK AT CHURCH HISTORY

Saint Symeon the Stylite

Ben Malian, MTS-Holy Cross 2026

September 1% is the feast day of St. Symeon the Stylite, a fifth-century Syrian
monk who famously lived more than three decades atop a pillar (Greek: stylos).
Having entered monastic life as a mere teenager, Symeon was eventually asked
to withdraw from the community due to his rigorous asceticism.

Yet wherever Symeon humbly retreated to perform his spiritual labors, crowds

of people sought him out. He resolved at first to mount a short pillar amidst
some deserted ruins, placing himself at a distance from the curious crowds. After
ascending a series of pillars, he finally settled on one pillar, roughly fifty feet
high, capped only by a small, open-air platform. Symeon struggled here until
his death on September 2", 459.

Remarkably, although Symeon was a hermit, he graciously received

and counseled visitors while atop his pillar—even maintaining written
correspondence with the outside world. He is said to have communicated with
his contemporary, St. Genevieve of Paris, and a letter of his in support of the
Council of Chalcedon (451) seems to have influenced imperial policy.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

SEPTEMBER 1: Dr. Lewis J. Patsavos, Ph.D.

Professor of Canon Law Emeritus at

The ECCle Siastical Year Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology

The ecclesiastical year, which begins on the first of September, is divided between movable and fixed holy
days. The movable holy days are determined by the date of Easter, the most important of all feast days. The
determination of the date of Easter was definitively regulated by the decision of the First Ecumenical Council,
held in Nicaea (325). Next in importance to Easter are the twelve great feasts, of which three are movable. The
twelve great feasts, as they occur in chronological order after September 1, are:

The Nativity of the Virgin Mary (September 8)

The Elevation of the Life-giving Cross (September 14)
The Presentation of the Virgin Mary in the Temple (November 21)
Christmas (December 25)

Epiphany (January 6)

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (February 2)
The Annunciation (March 25)

Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter)

The Ascension (40 days after Easter)

Pentecost (50 days after Easter)

. The Transfiguration (August 6)

. The Repose of the Virgin Mary (August 15)

O 0N o Bwn e
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Fast Days and Fast Periods

Four main fast periods are included in the ecclesiastical year. They are:

1. The Great Fast (Lent) begins on a Monday, seven weeks before Easter.

2. Fast of the Apostles varies in length from 1 to 6 weeks; it begins on
Monday, 8 days after Pentecost, and ends on June 28 —the eve of
the feast of Saints Peter and Paul.

3. Fast of the Repose of the Virgin Mary—August 1 to 14.
4. Christmas Fast, lasting 40 days, from November 15 to December 24.

Individual fast days include the feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross (September 14), the Beheading of St.
John the Baptist (August 29), and the eve of Epiphany (January 5), as well as all Wednesdays and Fridays.
There is no fasting, however, between Christmas and Epiphany, during the tenth week before Easter, the week
after Easter and the week after Pentecost. Fasting as practiced in the Orthodox Church means abstinence from
meat, fish, dairy products, olive oil, and wine. Total abstinence is reserved for the fast of several hours prior to
receiving Holy Communion.

Excerpted from a longer article found here: www.goarch.org/-/the-calendar-of-the-orthodox-church

FAITH IN ACTION
Review the upcoming Church calendar and commit to observing one feast day and one
fasting period more intentionally through prayer, worship, or an act of charity.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 | L100.org



DIAKONIA

SEPTEMBER 8: 27l =178
Nativity of the Theotokos Just For Kids!

Happy birthday, Panagia! The Nativity of the Theotokos, (...and the young at heart)
celebrated on September 8, is the feast day that celebrates the
birth of the Virgin Mary. On this day, we remember how her parents Saints Joachim and Anna prayed
faithfully to God for a child. God heard their prayers and blessed them with a daughter, Mary. From the
very beginning of her life, Mary was chosen by God for a special purpose: to become the Mother of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This feast is a joyful celebration because Mary's birth was the beginning of
God's plan for the salvation of the world. Through her humble obedience and love for God, she became the
living temple who carried Christ within her.

To honor her, take some time to
write Mary a birthday card!

Then, inside the empty present,
draw or write a gift you would
like to give her to celebrate her
special day.

Diakonia is made possible by a generous grant from Leadership 100 E/ﬂﬂ



