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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 15 

 

Madras High Court on TN By poll Notification  

❖ The Madras High Court restrained the Election Commission of India (ECI) from notifying by-
elections to five Tamil Nadu Assembly constituencies until 31 July 2026.  

❖ The order applies to Tiruchi East, Perundurai, Ambasamudram, Viralimalai, and Karur, where the 
elected representatives resigned, but election petitions challenging their victories are still pending 
before the Court.  

❖ The Court held that conducting by-elections before deciding the election petitions could create a 
situation where two persons may claim to represent the same constituency if the petitions are later 
allowed.  

❖ The petition referred to Section 151A of the Representation of the People Act, 1951, which 
mandates filling a vacancy through a byelection within six months, subject to exceptions provided 
under the law.  

❖ The plea also cited Supreme Court judgments (1967, 2011, and 2018) stating that by-elections 
should not be conducted when election petitions relating to the same constituency are pending 
adjudication. 
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Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) 2025–26  

❖ The Ministry of Education released the Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) 2025–26 
to assess the performance of school education across districts.  

❖ Performance Grading Index for Districts (PGI-D) is an annual framework that evaluates districts 
using 70 indicators under 6 categories and 11 domains, with a total score of 600 points.  

❖ The assessment uses data from the Unified District Information System for Education Plus 
(UDISE+), PARAKH Rashtriya Sarvekshan (PRS) 2024, and the PRABANDH Portal.  

❖ In 2025–26, 462 districts improved their outcome scores, but no district achieved the highest 
Utkarsh grade; 1 district reached Uttam-1, and 19 districts reached Uttam-2.  

❖ The 19 top-performing districts include 4 from Delhi, 7 from Punjab, 3 from Kerala, 2 from 
Maharashtra, and Chandigarh, Diu, and Hamirpur (Himachal Pradesh). 
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3 Surveys for Policy - RBI  

❖ The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) launched three key surveys to collect data for monetary policy 
decisions.  

❖ The surveys include the Inflation Expectations Survey of Households, Rural Consumer 
Confidence Survey, and Urban Consumer Confidence Survey.  

❖ The Inflation Expectations Survey studies household views on price changes and inflation for the 
next three months and one year across 19 cities.  

❖ The Rural Consumer Confidence Survey collects views from rural and semi-urban households in 
31 States/Union Territories (UTs) on economy, employment, income, prices, and spending.  

❖ The Urban Consumer Confidence Survey collects household opinions on economic conditions, 
employment, prices, income, and spending across 19 cities. 
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IUCN Red List 2026 Update  

❖ The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) released the updated Red List of 
Threatened Species 2026, assessing the conservation status of global species.  

❖ The updated list includes 175,909 species, of which 49,505 species are threatened with 
extinction.  

❖ More than 50% of molluscs (such as snails, clams, mussels, octopus and squid) are threatened, 
mainly due to deep-sea mining activities.  

❖ The desert rain frog (Breviceps macrops) was moved from Near Threatened to Vulnerable due to 
industrial development, climate change and habitat loss.  

❖ The numbat (Myrmecobius fasciatus) of Australia improved from Endangered to Near Threatened 
due to conservation efforts against invasive cats and foxes 
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Global Biomass Emissions 2026  

❖ Global biomass burning emissions reached their lowest level on record in the first half of 2026, 
according to the Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring Service (CAMS) data.  

❖ Total carbon emissions from biomass burning remained below 400 mega tonnes between 
January 1 and June 30, 2026.  

❖ Africa was the largest emitting region with about 154 mega tonnes of carbon, followed by Asia 
with around 113 mega tonnes.  

❖ CAMS uses the Global Fire Assimilation System (GFAS) dataset to track active fires through 
satellite observations since 2003.  

❖ Late-June wildfires in Eurasia and North America and possible El Niño conditions may increase 
emissions later in 2026. 
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WHO Global Status Report on Cancer 2026  

❖ The World Health Organization (WHO) has released the Global Status Report on Cancer 2026.  

❖ The report provides a comprehensive assessment of the global cancer burden, progress in cancer 
prevention and control, and health system capacity.  

❖ It recommends seven actions under three strategic shifts: better capabilities, better protections, 
and better value to improve cancer care.  

❖ The report calls for integrating cancer control into Universal Health Coverage (UHC), 
strengthening the health workforce, and ensuring equitable access to quality cancer care.  

❖ It emphasises a people-centred approach by placing people affected by cancer at the centre of 
policies and reducing inequalities in cancer prevention, treatment, and survival. 
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Performance Grading Index (PGI) 2.0 Report  

❖ The Ministry of Education released the Performance Grading Index (PGI) 2.0 report for 2022–23 
and 2023–24, assessing the performance of States and Union Territories (UTs) in school education. 

❖ Performance Grading Index (PGI) was launched in 2017 and revamped as PGI 2.0 in 2021 to align 
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

❖ PGI 2.0 evaluates school education using 73 indicators under 2 categories and 6 domains, with 
scores out of 1,000 and 10 performance levels, from Daksh (highest) to Akanshi-3 (lowest).  

❖ For 2023–24, Chandigarh ranked first with 703 points, followed by Punjab (631.1) and Delhi 
(623.7), while Meghalaya ranked last with 417.9 points.  

❖ The assessment uses data from the National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2021, Unified District 
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+), and the Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM-
POSHAN) programme. 
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WSIS Prize 2026 - Samriddh Gram  

❖ The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) won the World Summit on the Information Society 
(WSIS) Prize 2026 under Action Line C6 – Enabling Environment for its Samriddh Gram initiative.  

❖ Samriddh Gram: Integrated Phygital Service Delivery Model is a rural digital transformation 
initiative built on the Bharat Net broadband network.  

❖ The initiative establishes Samriddhi Kendras in villages to provide digital and assisted physical 
services in healthcare, education, agriculture, financial inclusion, governance, and skill development. 

❖ The award was presented at the WSIS Forum 2026 in Geneva by the International 
Telecommunication Union (ITU).  

❖ Bharat Net, which powers the initiative, has made more than 2.17 lakh Gram Panchayats service-
ready, improving rural digital connectivity across India 
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National Fish Farmer’s Day 2026 – July 10  

❖ The day aims to honour fish farmers and promote sustainable aquaculture.  

❖ The day commemorates the first successful induced breeding of Indian major carps by Prof. Dr. 
Hiralal Chaudhuri and Dr. Alikunhi on 10 July 1957 at Angul, Odisha.  

❖ It also marks the Foundation Day of the National Fisheries Development Board (NFDB).  

❖ The day recognises the contributions of fish farmers, fisherfolk and aquapreneurs (aquaculture 
entrepreneurs) to India's fisheries sector and Blue Economy.  

❖ In 2024–25, India's fish production reached 197.75 lakh tonnes, seafood exports crossed ₹60,500 
crore, and shrimp production increased by 270% over the last decade 
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• The 'Nalam TN' integrated digital platform was launched in Chennai on 14 July 2026 under the 
State Health and Family Welfare Department of Tamil Nadu.  
• The portal was inaugurated by the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu at Presidency College, Chennai.  
• It serves as a single digital interface for government healthcare services in Tamil Nadu, integrating 
multiple health-related services for patients, hospitals, and public institutions.  
• The portal includes a monitored system for direct contributions to government hospitals by 
individuals and organisations.  
• Tamil Nadu also launched NalamAI, a WhatsApp-based chatbot in July 2026 for outpatient 
appointment bookings.  
• Healthcare projects worth ₹139 crore were inaugurated across government medical college 
hospitals, district hospitals, and primary health centres.  
• Appointment orders were issued to 751 Assistant Medical Officers and 1,393 Health Inspectors 
selected through the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission (TNPSC). 
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• Anil Menon, an Indian-origin astronaut, launched on his first historic space journey to the 
International Space Station (ISS).  
• He flew from Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan aboard Russia’s Soyuz MS-29 spacecraft.  
• He was accompanied by Russian cosmonauts Pyotr Dubrov and Anna Kikina.  
• The spacecraft departed at 8:17 p.m. on Tuesday, and the crew will spend about eight months in 
space, returning in 2027.  
• The mission includes experiments on human body adaptation, blood structure, and technology to 
produce glucose or saline from drinking water.  
• NASA stated that Menon will also conduct medical and ultrasound tests using Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) and Augmented Reality (AR).  
• Anil Menon, aged 49, was born in Minneapolis, USA; his father is Indian and mother Ukrainian.  
• He is a US Space Force Colonel and an emergency doctor with degrees in neurobiology, mechanical 
engineering, and medicine. 
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• The Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) organised ASPIRE-SHAKTI, titled 
“Celebrating Women in STEM & Initiating Project Review Sessions”, on 13 July 2026 at CSIR 
Headquarters, Anusandhan Bhawan, New Delhi.  
• The event was held through the CSIR Human Resource Development Group (CSIR-HRDG), and Dr. 
N. Kalaiselvi, Secretary of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) and Director 
General of CSIR, presided over the function.  
• The CSIR-ASPIRE Research Scheme is a dedicated programme for women researchers under CSIR-
HRDG, envisioned by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Union Minister of Science & Technology, and launched on 
International Women’s Day 2023.  
• The scheme provides competitive funding to women scientists as independent Principal 
Investigators and is linked with project review sessions and a compendium of research outcomes 
under the ASPIRE-SHAKTI initiative.  
• Since its launch, the scheme has received 2,878 project proposals from 969 institutions across 
India, funding 301 women researchers as independent Principal Investigators ( • 10% selection 
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ratio).  
• Funded projects include 152 in Life Sciences, 54 in Engineering Sciences, 37 in 
Inter/Transdisciplinary Sciences, 34 in Chemical Sciences, and 25 in Physical Sciences. 
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