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Sex worker organisations are fundamental to Under the Red Umbrella. If you’d like to be
involved in the next issue, please get in touch. This is your space to share your events,

campaigns, news, and publications
Contact: sally@nationaluglymugs.org

The opinions expressed in our published works are those of the author(s) and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of National Ugly Mugs
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national ugly mugs

Our services

Reporting,
Alerting and
Checker Tools

Racial Justice
NUMbrella
Lane

Vocational
Support

Mental
Health
Support

Casework
Support

General enquiries: 0161 629 9861
Freephone (sex workers): 0800 464 7669

Our casework team are available 10am-4pm, Tuesday
to Friday. Any messages or reports received outside

of these hours will be responded to as soon as
someone is available.

nationaluglymugs.org

ending all forms of violence
against sex workers
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WE ASKED                      a cohort of young adults in the sex working 
industry about their life experiences and how services are 
best placed to support them...

                          to develop wraparound support, advocacy
programmes and platforms to speak back, keeping young 
sex workers at the forefront of every conversation and 
listening to their voices every step of the way!

WE PROMISE

youthyouth
justicejustice
youth
justice

1 year
complete

YOU ANSWERED                                 that more community is needed for 
young workers, vocational advice without stigma can 
provide tangible next steps, and amplyifying your voice is 
at the heart of true change.

The Youth Justice workstream, which is dedicated to increasing
NUM’s engagement with and support of 18 - 25 year old sex

workers, has just completed it’s first year!



The largest proportion of respondents are 
privately renting their accomodation, with less than 30% making
up the remainder, including:

owned with mortgage

social housing

homeless/sofa surfing

housinghousinghousing
96.6%                                   of respondents reported that they are

responsible for their own housing costs.

UNIVERSITIES...IT’S TIME FOR A WAKE UP CALL

However, university students are often forgotten in these
conversations, with many having to choose between
paying rent or buying food. This is exacerbated when
student sex workers are brought into the conversation,
with morality clauses forcing them to hide their work and
risk their accommodation with no realistic alternatives.

youth justice speaks onyouth justice speaks onyouth justice speaks on

in the YJ study, of those
involved in unpaid pursuits,

over 40% of respondents are in
education

Housing affects us all; we have seen recent legislation giving renters more
rights and new housing estates popping up everywhere. 

We call on universities to rethink their policies on sex work whilst
someone in a student and how they work in practice.



EAST LONDONSTRIPPER
COLLECTIVE
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Illustration of ELSC model Mouse by Sally Anderson 



Upcoming models and dates:

19th October - Cocoa Kink 
Cocoa Kink is a fan favourite! Known for her

charisma, she makes every artist feel like Degas
with her charm, smile and cheeky surprises.
Renowned up and down the country for her

burlesque, Cocoa’s performances are not just about
the art of seduction; they challenge norms and

invite audiences to explore the liberating power of
desire. 

2nd November - Matt Skully 
Matt Skully is a London-based k!nk practitioner and

multidisciplinary artist whose practice spans live
performance, events, writing and photography. His
work explores both historical and modern sexuality

with a primary focus on gay hedonism. Matt has
organised and run global fetish events for 15 years,

including Fetish Week London, Ziber, and Folsom
Street Fair. His curation work brings together

performers, artists and activists and has previously
worked with Torture Garden, Sexual Freedom

Awards, HOWL, Bishopgate Institute, The Barbican
and Museum of London.

16th November - Nyavka 
Nyavka is a queer, London-based skrippa. Aside

from being your professional daydream, she is also
a hobbyist contortionist and hopes you enjoy

sketching out some flexy poses. This class is her
debut with the ELSC! 

7th December - Effy Storm 
aka Flexi Effy. She's been a skr!pper, wrestler,

acrobat and hand balancer! On top of this, she is
pregnant! By the time of modelling in December,

she'll be close to her due date, but she wants you to
know that she's not done showing off. Don't expect
her to be standing there for too long, she insists on

bringing her best bendy self! Effy is beyond
charming, friendly and gorgeous, this is a real treat!

14th December - Ally Only 
Awarded Str!pper of the Year in 2024, Ally Only has

been entertaining audiences across the country
since 2020. They are a founding member of
CYBERTEASE, a sex worker cooperative that

produce socialist striptease events and pop-up str!
pclubs. Ally also works closely with other sex

worker organisations including the East London
Strippers Collective!

eastlondonstripperscollective.com
tickets on Outsavvy

https://www.instagram.com/cocoa_kink/
https://www.instagram.com/skully1888/
https://www.instagram.com/xo_nyavka/
https://www.instagram.com/effy.storm/
https://www.outsavvy.com/event/39167/life-drawing-with-the-east-london-strippers-collective
https://www.outsavvy.com/event/39167/life-drawing-with-the-east-london-strippers-collective




If you have a friend, partner, or family member who is a full service sex worker (e.g. an escort) and
you are willing to advocate for them by speaking to your local MP about sex workers’ rights, please
fill out this form. We need you to help us win decrim and fight off the Nordic model, so that we can
protect sex workers' safety and rights.

People who do other kinds of sex work (such as stripping or online work) are also very important to
us, but this campaign is focused on full service sex workers because they currently experience the
most criminalisation, and because of the government's plan to do a review of "laws on prostitution"
soon. We will get in contact with you soon with some suggestions about how to try and get a
meeting with your MP, as well as sharing a briefing you can take with you to help guide the
conversation and an FAQs document.

Decrim Now is the UK’s national campaign for sex work decriminalisation, led by sex workers and
allies. Our members include representatives of all of the main sex workers' rights organisations in
the UK, including the English Collective of Prostitutes, SWARM, the Sex Workers’ Union, and
National Ugly Mugs.

We won't share your personal data with anyone outside Decrim Now, except where you have given
us permission to do so (e.g. if you'd like us to help you contact your MP). You can read Decrim
Now's privacy policy here. If you change your mind about being involved, you can ask us at any
time to delete your data.

If you have any questions about this campaign or our work, you can email us at
contact@decrimnow.org.uk.

Thank you!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLimBAtLxai3AHkWGdpO5jBjdOm9ds
vbXo5hjCk0OHTlwEGg/viewform

https://decrimnow.org.uk/
https://decrimnow.org.uk/privacy-policy/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLimBAtLxai3AHkWGdpO5jBjdOm9dsvbXo5hjCk0OHTlwEGg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdLimBAtLxai3AHkWGdpO5jBjdOm9dsvbXo5hjCk0OHTlwEGg/viewform


“There's always somebody worse off than yourself”
That's what my grandmother used to say, and this afternoon as I was speaking to a fellow sex
worker who's just moved up north and is now entwined in a nightmarish landlord situation
including raw sewage leaks and ongoing intimidation, I certainly felt like I was the lucky one in
this scenario.
As someone who has moved house 13 times in the last 20 years due to section 21 evictions,
and with incredible loss to income, I was amazed to discover that I wasn't a rare story when I
attended a local Acorn meeting. Acorn renters Union represents local communities in fighting
landlords and I'm not afraid to say that I felt close to tears during the first meeting I attended.
Mostly because everybody knew what I was talking about, but also showed solidarity and
acceptance of my job. The UK has completely lost its way when it comes to renting and housing
provision in general and I was so happy to see Acorn pushing really hard for renters rights
reform and even more jubilant when they won and the act was implemented.
I made more social media videos about the act than being a dominatrix at one point, it was so
important to me, and I was very happy to be invited by NUM to be part of a webinar on the topic,
which you can find on their website.
Following the videos and several talks on this issue, I've been asked regularly: What would be
your advice to people who are sex workers in the renters market at the moment?
My number one piece of advice would be community, whether it's fellow workers or people
from outside the industry or ideally a mix of the two, you need to stick together when it comes
to renting. The information we are told is often so untrue or outdated, and given there is no
registry of landlords we need to find our own way to spread information. And the best way as we
a sex workers know is by word of mouth.
The second would be learn a little bit of legislation. If everyone does that we can use our chat
groups to fight the inevitable poor treatment by landlords and their property agents. Learn what
deposit scams are and how to beat them: the TDS is no longer on our side, you need to share
information.
This would be my third piece of advice. Don't trust those property agents. Both landlords and
their agents are out to do one thing and that's to make money from you. Because you're the only
person paying but you'll so often be treated unfairly as the law is completely toothless when it
comes to landlords: the rich look after their own. So if you can remember you're the boss in this
situation and know your legal rights, utilise your community, information, and the resilience we
all have, you can beat them. Absolutely join a union.
The Renters Rights Act is only useful if we use it and grow from it, so I would love every SW I
know to watch the webinar, make your own, and learn it. We all know our economic situations
are not what they have been and most of us realise that our livelihood is seriously at threat
currently with online restrictions and proposed legislation. Under the threat of the Nordic model,
we see increased abilities for landlords and their agents to make us homeless, to displace our
families and deny our right to make a living. If you are thrown out of your home, it's often very
hard to find another one and landlords do what we should do: they talk. They have forums. 

“My number one piece of
advice would be community”
- advice on renting, by Mia Tofana



“They have secret blacklists. They know who we are but that doesn't mean we don't have rights.
Learn about what different clauses in your contract mean and learn to be cocky about what
power you have if confronted by a landlord. If fighting costs them, they'll rarely do it.
Generally the wisest thing is to maintain the oldest SW practice and that is being discreet,
nobody needs to know where you work and what goes on in your home. If you feel
compromised and need to move, jump before you're pushed where possible.
Again, working in a community can be so beneficial here. Have an emergency person who can
move stuff in their van. Have a little collective fund for a deposit and make sure that you make
use of each of the spare rooms and couches, because most of us have definitely been there.
There's so many hints and tips and long-winded political points I could make in this article, but
most of all I'd like to show you that you're not alone in this. Sex workers shouldn't be especially
ashamed because of what we do, and right now many people out there are facing their own
problems and there's more solidarity. Not everyone is born into the position where they can buy
a house, more people realise that now. So don't beat yourself up about where you are. You're
literally doing what you can to get by and nobody should be ashamed of that.
I wake up everyday in lucky house number 14, and I'm very thankful that the rent is paid,
everything is in place but 10 minutes later I can feel that niggling at the back of my mind that at
some point I'll have to move on to house 15. Maybe 16, 17, 18 because I'm never fully secure.
Social housing is not something that is offered as much, so if you can create social housing with
each other as sex workers always have done, please do so.
We have to remember the history of our industry and who we're made up of. We are not this
institution that keeps people homeless for the usefulness of shame and for the sake of
maintaining a poverty class, in this way, if we can remember that we are all already home.

IG: mia_tofana
X: miatofana

Tik Tok: miatofana
Website: bdsmmia.com



TRANS
HOOKERS
RESISTANCE
NETWORK

THORN (the Trans Hookers Resistance
Network) is a grassroots mutual aid and
political organizing collective based in
London. The community group actively

organizes social spaces, distributes safer
sex supplies, and advocates for the labor
rights and decriminalization. By and for

trans sex workers

Follow on Instagram for current events,
mutual aid calls, and meet ups

See the links for harm reduction resources
including a guide for trans masc sex

workers

IG: thornonline
LinkTree

https://linktr.ee/thornonline


50 years of fighting for sex
workers' rights

It started with the legendary occupation of the St Nizier church in Lyon, France, by a group
of sex workers.  In 2025, at the 50th anniversary of the St Nizier occupation, ESWA organised

a region-wide campaign, with events, protests, parties and activities in different cities
across Europe and Central Asia. In June 2026 the European Sex Workers Alliance (ESWA)

launched documentary capturing this special day. 

Watch here:   eswalliance.org/50years_docu

Contact, donate, or join ESWA: eswalliance.org



Joanne has spent years working towards a life on stage. Neptune arrives there effortlessly. As
their paths continue to cross, comparison turns corrosive and envy becomes obsession. In this

psychologically driven solo performance, Joanne confronts the trauma, class barriers and
survival instincts shaping her ambition. An intimate and unflinching exploration of burnout,

neurodivergence and what it costs to pursue a creative life while carrying what remains
unhealed. 14+, Content Warning: Swearing and Depiction of an Autistic Meltdown

Instagram
 @lockdownprojections AND @jealousyplaybyrih

ko-fi.com/lockdownprojections

events.humanitix.com/jealousy-play





 SIGN OUR PETITION 
The UK law puts 70,000 women’s lives at risk by forcing them to work alone. It’s

legal to be a sex worker in the UK but illegal for them to work together.
Stop working together being a crime. Help us by signing and sharing our

#PledgeDecrim petition to press the government to decriminalise sex work and
#MakeAllWomenSafe.

prostitutescollective.net/petition/



what’s on at vagina museum?

24th October Creature keychains:
upcycling workshop!

Join Rozi (a.k.a the Crafty Dyke,
@thecraftydyke.ldn on Instagram)
at the Vagina Museum for a fully

guided jewellery making workshop

12th November A mix and mingles
for ACESPEC Sapphics of any

gender! It'll be the usual Mix and
Mingle format (see below) but only
for Sapphics on the ace spectrum
- come along to find friends, dates

and community!

14th November How can we
support people through their

pregnancy ending, whether the
pregnancy ends with a birth or an

abortion, a miscarriage or a
stillbirth? How do we honour their
experience in all its complexity? 

vaginamuseum.co.uk



Edinburgh Sex
Worker Breakfasts



Under the Red Umbrella caught up with the organiser of a new sex worker meet up in
Edinburgh

We're so glad to hear about a new sex worker breakfast starting up in Edinburgh, tell us all
about it:
So, both me and my co-host were feeling like in Edinburgh there was like a real lack of social
infrastructure for sex workers. Like there is obviously existing community networks and existing
peer to peer support networks and friendships and of course the community is incredibly tight knit,
but there was a lack of like sex worker centred events. I know that I personally was particularly
inspired by the memory of a Scot Pep breakfast, which I used to attend before COVID and which
were incredible, and this format is very popular across the UK.

How did the idea come about?
I don't think we were particularly original in setting this up, but, sometimes it's not about coming up
with a new groundbreaking idea, it's just about like building something in the community. 

Is it sex workers only? And how do people get involved?
Yes, it is sex workers only, and specifically we are very clear in our safer spaces policies that, if you
are not a current or former sex worker, you should not consider yourself welcome to this event. And
we also ask that you examine your relationship with sex work because the way I see it, if you have
sold 2 foot pictures in 2015, and that has been the entirety of your involvement with the adult
industry as a service provider, then maybe this is not necessarily the space for you. We don't want
to be exclusionary, but we also want to protect this space and the people who will turn up because
it's very important to us that our attendees feel like it's as safe a space as possible. It's a
trustworthy space in which they can feel comfortable and open, Basically, yes, it is sex workers
only. We are open to former sex workers because we feel like a lot of the times, your ties to the
community can still be quite significant, we just ask that you're like realistic about your level of
involvement with the community. 

As for how people get involved, people can just find us on Instagram or Fet Life and soon on Grindr,
or they can email us and we will let them know the address of our venue, and, yeah, and then they
just show up, prepared to have some lovely breakfast, even though it's usually an afternoon event,
but, you know, sex workers' schedules and sleep cycles tend to be unusual sometimes. 

“I know ketchup on
haggis is a crime...”



If someone wants to come on their own but feels a bit awkward, what's your advice to
them?
I think it's so normal for people to feel a little bit awkward the first time when you're going
somewhere new and especially if you don't think you're gonna know anyone. The best advice I
think is bring a buddy. If you have a sex worker friend who is also free that day, showing up with
someone who you already know with and whose company you know you enjoy. Yeah, my best
advice is come along with a buddy. Or if you don't have any friends in the community, and this is
why you're coming along, because you're hoping to make new friends, something that I've done
in the past has been make plans with your friends before and after, in the vicinity of the venue.
So you could ask a friend to grab coffee with you beforehand, you could ask a different friend to
go for a walk with you afterwards, so you know that there's less pressure on this event itself
going well and being amazing. Hopefully it will go well, hopefully it will be amazing, but you
might be able to approach it in a more relaxed way, if you've just seen a friend or if you're just
about to see a friend afterwards, so you've got something else really nice in your day that you
can look forward to, to kind of like, Yeah, take a bit of pressure off. 

And another thing to remember is that we've all been the odd one out, you know, the person in
the corner of the function, the person near the snack table at the party in the kitchen, because
we don't know anyone and we don't know who to talk to. Because we have all been in that
situation before, we will always try our best to make new faces feel welcome and included. A lot
of people come to these things who don't know each other beforehand, you know, this is not like
a regular meetup where all the same people show up every time. It's always going to be a blend
of people who have known each other very casually, and people who don't know each other at
all. There might be a few people who have known each other quite well before, but that's usually
a minority; that's why social mixers like these exist, to bring into the same room people who
don't know each other. So you are very much not alone in feeling a bit awkward and a bit shy.
The other thing to do to remember is that you can always message the hosts, us, beforehand.
You can shoot us an email or a message on our social media and be like, hey, I'm thinking of
coming, but I'm really bad at new people. I have really bad social anxiety, I'm really autistic, I'm
really shy or whatever, and we'll just be like, hey, you OK? Do you wanna meet up beforehand? Do
you want me to come outside to meet you outside so we can walk in the room together and you
don't have everyone staring at you? Do you want us all to wear a stupid hat, so you feel like,
because we're wearing a stupid hat, you feel like less put on the spot? The point of coming to
these things is building a community and unfortunately, the price to pay for building a
community is that little bit of discomfort and intimidation of walking in a room where you don't
know if you're gonna like people, you don't know if you're gonna know people for the first time.
But the good news is it gets so much easier from there. 

What's your go-to breakfast order? 
I am so sorry to everyone in Scotland, but link sausage and haggis on a roll with no butter and a
lot of ketchup. I know that ketchup on haggis is a crime, but that is the best combination in my
opinion. This is if I'm having breakfast out. If I'm having breakfast in the house, you know, I just
like some avocado toast. Actually, let me think. My favourite breakfast right now that I'm
currently obsessed with is a slice of thick bread, better if it’s multiseed, not brown, lightly
toasted, mashed avocado with a little bit of lemon juice, crumbled up goat cheese on top, a
couple of olives and and brine without the pit, and a wee drizzle of balsamic glaze. That's been
my go to breakfast this summer.



Illustration by Pixie @pixiesprettypictures 



Sexquisite is an award-winning performing arts company platforming
sex worker artists, using art as activism and as a tool to drive

meaningful change. They use performance to destigmatise sex work
and create original work that is political, feminist, and

multidisciplinary. 
​

Operating year-round across the UK, Sexquisite produces original
shows, cabaret, theatre, podcasts, exhibitions and more that centre

sex workers.

Upcoming events: 

Sexquisite Halloween: WITCH BETTER HAVE MY MONEY 
Fri 16 Oct

Bethnal Green Working Men's Club
From £6.50

Sexquisite Christmas London
Fri 4 Dec

Bethnal Green Working Men's Club
From £6.50

Sexquisite Christmas Bristol 
Wed 16 Dec

The Loco Klub (Bristol)
From £6.50

https://dice.fm/event/6aa26b44d37f4e00018c17e5
https://dice.fm/event/6aa26b44d37f4e00018c17e5
https://dice.fm/event/6ab55b2437b4c00001b7dca6
https://dice.fm/event/6ab55432c1b3600001da7948
https://dice.fm/event/6ab55432c1b3600001da7948


sexquisite
events



drop ins



Scotland:  NUMbrella Lane is a safe, collective space located in central Glasgow that
seeks to create opportunities to strengthen mental health, wellbeing and community
support for sex workers. We promote a friendly environment where all sex workers are
welcome, and also run online drop ins. 
View the calendar at: nationaluglymugs.org/numbrella-lane

Edinburgh Sex Worker Breakfasts is building community for sex workers in and
around Edinburgh. New people are always welcome 
Find ESWB on FetLife, Instagram, and soon Grindr, or find out more on page 20

North East: Spicy Coffee mees up happen regularly at different venues around the
region. Events are a sober space and based on mutual aid principles - feel free to drop
in at any time for a hot drink, pick up some condoms/hygiene products and chill out.
Feel free to bring your own items to swap with others too!
Email: necoffeeforhotties@proton.me 

North East Sex Worker Collective Collective is a group current & former SWers
building community in the NE
Instagram: northeastswcollective

Manchester: NUM offer a monthly drop in session for anyone engaged in sex work. We
provide free safe sex supplies, sanitary products, access to a toiletries bank, hot drinks
and snacks, and the opportunity to discuss ISVA support or other casework needs.
Email: Rosalie@nationaluglymugs.org

Sheffield: SWIMS is a sex worker led community group. Find out more on page 9 
Instagram: @SWIMSSheffield

Nottingham: Swan  is a sex worker led collective based in Nottingham, campaigning
for decrim, and working towards community events
swan.collective.nottingham@gmail.com

London: SWARM Suppers are a informal meet ups for sex workers (some sessions are
open to allies) to learn about SWARM,  and enjoy a free meal 
swarmcollective.org/event/swarm-suppers/

Ask for Alex organises regular wellbeing sessions in London, see page 8 for more
details
askforalex.org.uk

Brighton: Sex Workers’ Brunch, is a Monthly brunch meet up for sex workers.
LQBTQIA+ includive space. Email for dates and locations
brightonsexworkersbrunch@gmail.com

South West: Devon and Cornwall Hookers Collective. Meet ups for full service sex
workers and escorts only. Head to the NUM members’ area for the contact number to
attend the next event

Find community, pick
up safer sex supplies,

or just grab a cup of tea

https://www.instagram.com/northeastswcollective/


contacts

www.swunion.co.uk
X: @swunion_uk

instagram: @swunion_uk

sex workers'
union

european sex workers'
rights alliance

www.eswalliance.org
X: @sexworkeurope

instagram: @sexworkeurope

decrim now

www.decrimnow.org.uk
X: @ukdecrimnow

instagram: @decrimnow

spectra: ask for alex

www,spectra-london.org.uk
X: @askforalexldn

instagram: @spectra_london

www.swarmcollective.org
X: @SexWorkHive

instagram: @swarmhive

sex workers' advocacy
and resistance

movement
www.nationaluglymugs.org

X: @NationalUglyMug
instagram:

@nationaluglymugs

national ugly
mugs

www.prostitutescollective.
net

X: @ProstitutesColl
instagram: @ecp_org

english collective
of prostitutes

www.decrimnow.org.uk
X: @HAHcampaign

instagram: @hah_campaign

hookers against
hardship

instagram.com/thornonline/

THORN
www.vaginamuseum.co.uk

X: @vagina_museum
instagram: @vagina_museum

bluesky:
@vaginamuseum.bsky.social‬

Vagina Museum

www.scotlandfordecrim.org
instagram:

@scotland4decrim

scotland for
decrim

www.eastlondonstrippersc
ollective.com

instagram: https://
www.instagram.com/

eastlondonstripperscollecti
ve/

east london
strippers collective

https://www.swunion.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/swunion_uk
https://www.instagram.com/swunion_uk/
https://www.eswalliance.org/
https://twitter.com/sexworkeurope
https://decrimnow.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/ukdecrimnow
https://www.instagram.com/decrimnow/
https://twitter.com/sexworkeurope
https://twitter.com/sexworkeurope
https://www.swarmcollective.org/
https://twitter.com/SexWorkHive/
https://www.instagram.com/swarmhive/
https://nationaluglymugs.org/
https://twitter.com/NationalUglyMug
https://www.instagram.com/nationaluglymugs/
https://www.instagram.com/nationaluglymugs/
https://prostitutescollective.net/
https://prostitutescollective.net/
https://twitter.com/ProstitutesColl
https://www.instagram.com/ecp_org/
https://decrimnow.org.uk/hookers-against-hardship/
https://twitter.com/hahcampaign
https://www.instagram.com/hah_campaign/
https://www.instagram.com/thornonline/
http://www.vaginamuseum.co.uk/
https://scotlandfordecrim.org/


support 

vagina museum
merch

buy

sexquisite

tickets for

donate to

red umbrella
research

subscribe to

sex workers'
union

join the

donate to

national ugly
mugs

european sex workers'
rights alliance

donate to

Tickets for

eswa shop
buy some merch from the

swarm shop
buy some merch from the

scotland for
decrim

get involved at

spectra

donate to

decrim now
get involved at

&donate

scotland for
decrim

get involved at

jealousy play

lockdown
projections

https://anuntoldstory-voices.com/our-book/
https://vaginamuseumshop.co.uk/collections/lip-service/products/lip-service-issue-5-sex-work-decriminalisation
https://dice.fm/promoters/sexquisite-dkgev
https://www.youtube.com/@redumbrellaresearch
https://www.youtube.com/@redumbrellaresearch
https://swersunion.wordpress.com/
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