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The Art of
Celebration

From extraordinary Mayan ceremonies to bespoke
beachside gatherings, our heritage of glamour inspires
your one-of-a-kind love for one another.

Allow us to create the wedding of your dreams at
The St. Regis Kanai Resort, Riviera Maya.

No vendor fee
No curfew at any of our event venues
St. Regis Evening Ritual*

*Complimentary sabering ritual, one-bottle of Champagne

Live Exquisite

The St. Regis Kanai Resort, Riviera Maya
Paseo Kanai 15, Solidaridad, Quintana Roo, México
Reservations t. +52 984 122 4800 stregis.com/kanai
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CELEBRATE

%ESIGN

The Fall 2023 season has started off on a high note, with Paris Fashion Week in
full-swing. | love the aesthetics and inspiration this time of year brings, with
some of our favorite designers presenting a fresh lineup of incredible evening
wear. In this issue, we've highlighted some looks that would be perfect for
brides to wear as a second gown for the wedding day - either as a reception
gown or after-party ensemble. Many evening wear picks would also be suitable
for bridesmaids or ultra-stylish mothers who wish to wear something special.

Speaking of fashion and all things chic, our Fall 2023 Digital Issue highlights the
“Queen of Design” herself, Norma Cohen. Although Norma’s work has graced
the pages and website of Wedding Style for years, it's a pleasure to share more
about her background and personal evolution - from a Brooklyn teenager
volunteering at a community center, to becoming one of the top luxury wedding
planners in NYC and beyond.

Finally, with engagement season on the horizon, we wanted to feature some
gorgeous real weddings (including a showstopping Santorini celebration) and a
very special fashion shoot we produced onsite at The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach.
It was a pleasure to work with The Ritz-Carlton team, tour the property, and see
firsthand why it’s such a wonderful destination for a stylish South Beach wedding
celebration.

Cheers to a bright and beautiful new season filled with love.
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Dress: Karen Sabag
Wedding Dress: Zuhair Murad
Shoes: Giuseppe Zanotti
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Evening Wear
Fashion Feature

| THIS PAGE:
Couture: Zuhair Murad
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www.fourseasons.com/westlakevillage + (818) 575 - 3050 - @fswestlake
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JW MARRIOTT

CANCUN
RESORT & SPA

Come together for your
most meaningful moments

We're committed to your dreams coming true, with expert professionals who are

dedicated to getting every last detail right. This experience also means that we're on

top of the latest trends in cuisine and décor. We know vendors with impeccable histories

of bringing wedding ideas and venues to life. And we're always open to trying
something new and fun.

After all, our hearts are in this too.

JW Marriott Cancun Resort & Spa

BLVD. KUKULCAN, KM 14.5, LOTE 40-A, ZONA HOTELERA

ana.leyva@marriotthotels.com | Tel. 848 96 51
www.jwmarriottcancun.com
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Where your
love story
begins

State Road 187 Kilometer 4.2 Rio Grande 00754 Puerto Rico
t. +1 787 809 8000 stregisbahiabeach.com

Stay exquisite at more than 40 St. Regis hotels and resorts worldwide.
@stregisbb
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LET
US
STAY
WITH
YOU:

Your love story begins here.

Set against warm sands and picturesque blue waters of the Atlantic, our iconic resort effortlessly weaves the glamour, culture and
sophisticated ease of America’s most exotic city into your wedding story. Let the Ladies and Gentlemen of The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach
create unforgettable moments that will become cherished memories forever.

www.ritzcarlton.com/southbeach

©2023 The Ritz-Carlton Hotel Company, L.L.C.
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1 Giuseppe Zanotti Gz Aida Open-Toe
Mules with Crystal Rhinestone Embroidery.
giuseppezanotti.com

2 Dior Rose des Vents, Rose Céleste and
Mimirose Earrings in 18k White and Yellow
Cold, Diamonds, Mother-of-Pearl and Onyx.
dior.com

3 Giuseppe Zanotti Abileene Sandal with
Crystal Rhinestones. giuseppezanotti.com
4 Giuseppe Zanotti Brytta High Boot in
Purple. giuseppezanotti.com
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5 Giuseppe Zanotti Intriigo Bootie.
giuseppezanotti.com

6 Dior Rose des Vents Earrings in 18k Yellow
Gold, Diamonds and Mother-of-Pearl.
dior.com

7 Giuseppe Zanotti Intriigo Allure Pointed-
Toe Mules. giuseppezanotti.com

8 Harry Winston Emerald Watch with

Blue Face, 18K White Gold and Brilliant Cut
Diamonds. harrywinston.com

9 Giuseppe Zanotti Beverlee Mules.
giuseppezanotti.com
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Celebrate life, love and romance in Mayakoba.

Plan a romantic getaway for your wedding in a magical natural setting where unforgettable
memories are waiting to be created. With top-notch facilities and expertise in planning and
logistics, our team is ready to create memorable experiences for you.

Celebrate that special day in any of our Banyan Tree or Angsana properties and in exchange
receive a credit equivalent to the 2% off the total spending at your wedding to celebrate your
honeymoon with us!

*Restrictions apply.



BANYAN TREE
MAYAKOBA

il

Banyan Tree Mayakoba |
Carretera Federal Chetumal-Puerto Judrez Km. 298 | Mayakoba, Quintana Roo, México, 77710 |

Tel. + 52984 877 3699 Ext 7306 |
www.banyantree.com
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1 Giuseppe Zanotti Gz Flash Loafer in
Velvet with a Golden Mirrored-Effect
Detail. giuseppezanotti.com

2 Harry Winston Ocean Date Moon
Phase Watch in 18K White Gold with
Brilliant-Cut Diamonds and Blue Alligator
Leather Strap. harrywinston.com







3 Hublot Spirit of Big Ben Sang Blue
Titanium Pavé Watch in Polished Titanium
set with Diamonds. hublot.com

4 Breguet Classique “Grande
Complication” Watch in Rose Gold.
breguet.com

5 Hublot Classic Fusion Original Watch in
Yellow Gold. hublot.com

6 Onoto Lotus 75th Anniversary Pen
Barrel in Lotus F1 Aluminum, Cap in
Sterling Silver with Vitreous Enamelling.
onoto.com
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Rami Al Ali ramialali.com

Rami Al Ali ramialali.com
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Suit, Shirt, Bowtie & Pocket
Square: Sebastian Cruz
Couture; Cufflinks: Duchamp
Jewelers
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This Spread:
Dress: Leah Da Gloria; Bridal Salon:
Chic Parisien; Jewelry: Duchamp
Jewelers; Suit, Shirt, Bowtie & Pocket
Square: Sebastian Cruz Couture;
Shoes: Bruno Magli; Cufflinks:
Duchamp Jewelers; Bouquet: Ines
Naftali Events Design




THE RITZ-CARLTON,
SOUTH BEACH

- A DREAM
DESTINATION FOR
MODERN MIAMI
WEDDINGS

At The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, a timeless sense of elegance meets
contemporary luxury and style. Nestled in the heart of one of the world’s
most vibrant cities, this wedding venue offers the perfect blend of opulence,
tropical allure, and a chic aesthetic to create an unforgettable celebration.
With its stunning Atlantic Ocean views, world-class amenities, and impec-
cable service, The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach sets the stage for modern
Miami weddings. It’s a truly enchanting destination that epitomizes modern
romance for discerning couples.

The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach - Where Luxury Meets “Miami Modern”
Upon arrival at The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, visitors are greeted by a
swanky atmosphere with equally stylish surroundings. There’s a moody;,
almost art deco feel to many of the spaces — including the lobby bar, which
is a fantastic place to grab a drink or two in a quiet corner — while the suites
boast a more modern and streamlined design.

The interior décor features many eye-catching patterns, designs, and
thoughtfully curated accents. While the hotel is quite modern in its aesthet-
ics and appeal, innovative design has been part of its identity and history
dating back 70 years.

“The hotel was designed by Morris Lapidus in 1953,” shares Camila
Chamorro, Market Director of Catering Sales. “Mr. Lapidus was primar-
ily known for Neo-baroque architecture of Miami hotels in the 1950s and
1960s which has become a staple in ‘Miami Modern’ design. The Lapidus
Wall inside the lobby is in an unusual L-shape, held together by a curv-
ing wall of circular lights. Lapidus referred to the ‘moth complex” and how
people are attracted to light”

Couples with an eye for design will especially appreciate the ever-evolving,
Miami Modern characteristics of The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach.

Why Choose The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach for Your Wedding?

There’s a reason why Miami is one of the world’s most popular cities for
weddings. It’s a convenient meeting point between the U.S. West Coast and
Europe, or New York and the Caribbean; and it’s still exciting enough for
Floridians to visit for a staycation. The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach is a beau-
tiful reflection of Miami and its eclectic culture.

“Our vibe is glamorous, modern, vibrant, and definitely full of life,”
Camila describes. “The location and stunning views of the Atlantic Ocean
make The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach the perfect place to host a wedding”

Miami is also home to countless wedding and event industry talent, from
luxury wedding planners to award-winning photographers and floral de-
signers. Couples who plan their weddings at The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach
will have the créme de la créme at their fingertips, and a beautiful property
to transform into their dream wedding celebration.

Creating the Perfect Wedding Experience at The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach
The wedding spaces at The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach allow for a great flow
between events.

“Our stunning Oceanfront Starr Bar is the perfect setting for a ceremony,”
says Camila. “You can follow with cocktails at the DiLido Beach Club over-
looking the Atlantic Ocean and finish the evening with dinner and dancing
under our Baccarat Chandeliers in The Ritz-Carlton, Ballroom.

The variety of spaces also make for several beautiful backdrops for wed-
ding photo sessions and first looks. All venues at The Ritz-Carlton, South
Beach have a capacity of up to 350 guests.

Between wedding events and activities, guests can curate their own
unique wedding experience by venturing to several nearby attractions.
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Dress: Giambattista Valli; Jewelry:
Duchamp Jewelers; Suit & Shirt:
Sebastian Cruz Couture; Shoes:
Bruno Magli
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Dress & Veil: Danielle Frankel;
Bridal Salon: Ever After Miami;
Suit & Shirt: Sebastian Cruz
Couture; Shoes: Bruno Magli
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Camila recommends walking down Ocean Drive and taking in all the archi-
tecture. A tour of Calle Ocho - a hotspot for Cuban culture and known as
“Little Havana” - is another favorite among visitors, along with visiting the
Vizcaya Museum and Gardens.

Celebrate in Style with Wedding Add-Ons and Luxury Fragrances

While most luxury hotels and resorts will offer a selection of wedding pack-
ages and incentives, The Ritz-Carlon, South Beach offers some wedding
add-ons that are unique to their property.

In partnership with Krigler, The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach offers a wed-
ding package that allows the couple to create their own signature scent. In
celebration of their partnership with the famous Perfume House of Krigler,
there are now three add-on options that couples can choose from to cus-
tomize their wedding package.

The first option is a private shopping experience at Krigler within The
Ritz-Carlton, South Beach, where couples can select their signature scent for
the big day. Fragrances begin at $555 USD, and shoppers can reserve their
private shopping experience with no lead time and walk out with their sig-
nature scent. This service is also available at The Ritz-Carlton, Bal Harbour.

The second option allows couples to lease a one-of-a-kind, archived Kri-
gler scent unavailable for purchase by the general public and inspired by the
bountiful florals of the wedding. Couples can capture the olfactory memo-
ries of their wedding day by connecting fragrant notes from floral bouquets,
decor, and the environment from their celebration to the historic scent that
they alone are granted access to for a limited amount of time. The leasing of
the Krigler perfume begins at $11,000 USD and requires at least 3-4 months
to recreate the perfume. The couple will receive 3 bottles of perfume.

The third and final option is a bespoke, custom-created fragrance which
can be done at the guest’s suite or a private experience in the Krigler store.
Custom-created fragrances start at $60,000 USD with an 18-month lead
time. This option includes the guest’s personal selection for the trunk design
and crystal bottle.

Wedding day perfumes and colognes are such a beautiful way to person-
alize and commemorate the wedding day. Most brides will even have their
perfume bottles photographed in their wedding details shots. The Ritz-
Carlton, South Beach reimagined this concept with their luxury fragrances
by Kirgler, so couples can walk away with a tangible, one-of-a-kind souvenir
from their wedding weekend.

A New Chapter for Modern Miami Weddings

The quintessential “Ritz-Carlton, South Beach” couple is young, chic, and
loves to experience the energy that encompasses Miami Beach. While the
property has a longstanding history in Miami, it also evolves with the com-
munity and remains at the forefront of style and sophistication. It couldn’t
be a better destination for today’s couples and modern Miami weddings.
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Dress: Danielle Frankel; Bridal
~ Salon: Ever After Miami; Hat:
Geneweve Rose Atelier; Suit &
Shirt: Sebastian Cruz Coutﬂre -
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Dress: Zuhair Murad;
Bridal Salon: Ever After
Miami; Jewelry: Duchamp
Jewelers
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Dress: Elie Saab; Jewelry: Duchamp
Jewelers; Jacket, Shirt & Pants:
Sebastian Cruz Couture; Shoes:
Bruno Magli; Cufflinks: Duchamp
Jewelers
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Dress: Elie Saab; Jewelry: Duchamp Jewelers;
Jacket, Shirt & Pants: Sebastian Cruz Couture;
Shoes: Bruno Magli; Cufflinks: Duchamp
Jewelers; Floral & Table Décor: EPIC Floral
Design; Furniture Rentals: The Lounge Design



Dress: Serge Jevaguine;
Bridal Salon: Roma Sposa;
Shoes: Bella Belle Shoes; Hat:
Genevieve Rose Atelier
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ARUBA MARRIOTT RESORT & STELLARIS CASINO

L.G. Smith Blvd 101, Noord, Aruba
ArubaMarriott.com
T.+297 586 9000




She’s as “New York” as it gets. With nearly three
decades of event planning experience, Norma Cohen
has become a household name in the world of lux-
ury wedding planning and event design. As a fully
self-taught and self-made businesswoman from
Brooklyn, she has developed the uncanny ability
to reimagine the same event spaces time and time
again. No two weddings are ever alike, simply be-
cause no two brides are alike; and she has a knack
for connecting with her clients in a way that always
brings their personal style to the forefront. With
her impeccable eye for design, laser focus, and de-
ceivingly tough exterior that houses an ultra-sen-
sitive spirit, Norma embodies everything a couple
could want in an NYC wedding planner.

It All Started in Brooklyn

Normas passion for planning began before she
was even a teenager. As a young girl, she was doing

GPACT OPMONDIE WEDDING STYLE

charity work and volunteering on the committee
of the Sephardic Community Center in Brooklyn.
While serving others, Norma also stepped into her
own little world that gave her a sense of fulfillment
she wasn't getting from other areas of her life.

“I was around 12" she shares, “and I wasn’t that
girl who wanted to be with her friends all the time.
I was very sensitive, and girls are not that nice at
12. It was an escape for me. I started going there af-
ter school and planning events, organizing fashion
shows and plays, and started building my skills”

By the age of 16, Norma opened her first busi-
ness — Party Expressions — and was planning all
types of events, from birthday parties to corporate.
She had also moved up to become a member of the
board at the community center. A few years later,
a friend gave her the opportunity to plan her first
engagement party and wedding.

Wedding Planning with Norma Cohen Productions

In the early days of Norma’s wedding planning
business, she worked almost exclusively with the
bride’s parents. Since then, she has collaborated
with almost every type of client imaginable, lend-
ing her expertise to countless design visions.

“There’s three types of clients” she states.
“There’s one that tells you to do whatever you
want; there’s another that gives a small seed of their
vision; and then there’s a particular micromanager.
I always stress that they have to give me something
so the wedding can be about them?”
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One of Norma’s favorite success stories in terms
of accurately matching her client’s vision hap-
pened about 15 years ago. A woman told her she
didn’t care about any of the design details — she just
wanted to show up to a party that was “dark and
sexy, and gave her carte blanche to fill in the rest.
After Norma put together a design scheme and the
event was underway, the client walked in wearing
a gray organza gown that was an identical match
to the luxury chair covers Norma chose. Of course,
Norma offered to swap out the chair covers; but
the client was more than happy with the final re-
sult and how the décor was the perfect reflection
of her style.

Today, couples who have the privilidge of work-
ing with Norma Cohen Productions can look for-
ward to a turnkey experience.

“I do everything,” Norma says. “You're getting a
full service”

The first step is getting the budget and location
approved, followed by invitations. While design-
ing their invitation suite, Norma takes note of
what type of calligraphy, paper, ink colors, embel-
lishments, and any other small details her couples
choose. This gives her some insight to their design
preferences before moving on to create a floor
plan. From there, it’s all about whittling down and
refining the details.

GPACE OPMONDE WEDDING STYLE



The Design Process and Inspiration

What’s most remarkable about Norma being a top
wedding designer is that she never had any formal
training. In fact, she shares that “design wasn’t an
original skill” of hers. She was entirely self-taught
through personal experience over the years.

Although she is adamant about each wedding
being a representation of her couple’s tastes and
not hers, Norma’s innate sense of style and fashion
undoubtedly gives her an advantage. Even when
she attended the wedding of her friends Colin
Cowie and Danny Peuscovich in South Africa,
Colin raved about how Norma was the reigning
fashion queen during their “Glamoflauge Safari
Party”

“I always love to dress up and be over-the-top,”
Norma states. “I started looking at jewelry pieces
and seeing them as design applications. Now with
social media, you can’t do anything twice”

Like most artists, Norma can draw inspiration
and fresh ideas from anywhere. Fashion is always
readily accessible, but the thrill of seeing all the
components of a wedding come together can be its
own type of inspiration as well.

“My favorite part of the design process is con-
necting the dots from the day they give me their
vision, and where it goes back to them,” she says.
“We had a humungous wedding at a New Jersey
house, and the client wanted a large structure that
was in the middle of the garden. One thing led to
the next, which led to this first-of-its-kind tent that
looked like it was always there. I love the opportu-
nity to always be better. I approach every party like
it's my last party, so it has to be amazing”

Although Norma has planned and designed
weddings around the world, she honed her talents
by creating multiple events in the same spaces.

“Most of my career was in the same two rooms
and I had to renovate every time,” she explains.
“The brides are different, so they’re feeding me dif-
ferent elements. Every party looks like my couple
- it doesn’t look like me”

To create a beautiful wedding in a new and ex-
citing destination is one thing. To consistently pro-
duce fully bespoke events in the same venue is the

GPACT OPMONDIE WEDDING STYLE

Photography: Fred Marcus NY






Photography: Michael Jurick NY
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sign of a true expert.

Words of Wisdom

Looking back at how she and her business have
evolved over the decades, one of Norma’s greatest
takeaways is that people need to be given a chance
to show what they can do.

While she was mastering her planning and de-
sign skills in Brooklyn, Norma’s “big break” came
when her friend Preston Bailey called and invited
her to be a guest at a summit in Puglia. Norma
didn’t know anyone initially. By the time she left,
she knew everybody at the summit and came away
with a priceless new network.

“I always say people need the opportunity;,” she
says. “I got the opportunity, and I'm very thankful.
I didn’t know the industry and the industry didn’t
know me. I grew in my own bubble. 'm very grateful
for where I am and I don’t take anything for granted”

Now, after solidifying her spot as a leading luxu-
ry wedding planner and designer in NYC, Norma
has a wealth of advice for newer planners hoping
to tap into the luxury end of the wedding industry.

“Don’t get discouraged,” she says. “Obstacles
make you better. Do it because you love it, and
make sure you stay on top of it because this is
somebody’s wedding. Never change your price
and never negotiate, because one day it'll hit you
in the back. Always stay straight and focused. I
never take kickbacks from anybody, so I can al-
ways choose vendors based on how they perform.
Honesty is very important. Keep your team happy
— I used to be a screamer, and now I'm not. You
want everyone around you to love working with
you. And always stay loyal”

Normas life and career are like night and day
compared to where she started. From being a teen-
ager in Brooklyn volunteering at a community cen-
ter after school, to jet setting around the world in
designer gowns and designing luxury events, she’s
the epitome of the New York City dream. Yet even
with all her career accolades and credits, some of
her most meaningful achievements have been the
multiple awards for community service that she
has received over the years. Simply maintaining
that connection to her roots speaks volumes about
her character and the type of energy she brings to
her clients and their celebrations.

“You never forget where you came from,” Nor-
ma says. “This is number one”
>\Written By: Lauren Malamala

Photography: Fred Marcus Studios NY
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CHARMING CARIBBEAN
WEDDINGS

Say "l do" at our resort and watch the wedding of your
dreams become a reality. Doesn't matter if you wish for a
private beachfront wedding or a big ballroom event, we
have the perfect option for your special day.

A\

MARRIOTT|RESORT
SAN JUAN
STELLARIS CASINO




www.marriottsanjuan.com
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Melanie Papadopoulou and Markos Chaidemenos

were both working in the travel industry when
they met for the first time in 2019.

“I came to Santorini for a site inspection of the
Canaves Oia properties,” Melanie shares. “The ho-
tels were incredible, but Markos himself was defi-
nitely the highlight”

As the couple met in one of the world’s most
romantic destinations, it was only fitting for the
proposal to take place in another dreamy loca-
tion - Villa Treville in Positano, Italy. It was late-
September of 2021, and the two were enjoying
some much-needed time off after a demanding
work season. Markos suggested jetting off to
Positano to relax, and surprised Melanie with
the perfect engagement.

Getting Married in Santorini

Santorini is such a special wedding destination
that couples often secure their dates and venues
without ever having visited the island in person.

For Melanie and Markos, however, their connec-
tion to Santorini ran deep.

“Getting married at the place where our love
story began, and which we consider our ‘home;
was the best way for us to celebrate the most im-
portant day of our lives with our beloved fam-
ily and friends,” Melanie explains. “When people
think of getting married in Santorini, the ‘Caldera’
cliffside is the first thing that comes to mind. That’s
why we organize over 60 weddings and elope-
ments every season at Canaves Oia Suites and Ca-
naves Oia Sunday Suites, both of which are great
smaller celebrations. However, for our wedding,
Canaves Epitome, located at the outskirts of Oia,
on a flat land right above Ammoudi and offering
more space and seclusion, was the perfect venue.”

Canaves Oia Epitome

Planning a wedding at Canaves Oia Epitome —
the couple’s own hotel - certainly had its advan-
tages. As the Events Manager, Melanie knew



exactly how things should be organized. Privacy
and exclusivity were her top priorities, as friends
and family would be traveling in from all over
Greece and abroad for the wedding. Naturally, the
couple wanted to ensure that everything was un-
forgettable from the moment their guests arrived.

“The entire hotel was exclusively booked for
our guests,” Melanie describes, “who enjoyed the
amazing rooms, private pools, and the entire re-
sort — an idyllic sanctuary away from the bustling

noise of Oia, surrounded by beautiful gardens. The

celebration lasted three days, allowing our guests
ample time to explore the destination, go on a de-
lightful cruise around Santorini (a must-do expe-
rience), and savor the exquisite Greek gastronomy
at our restaurants. And, of course, the highlight

of it all was the lively party that lasted until the
early hours of the morning!”

The bride and groom had their first dance
against the breathtaking backdrop of a golden
Santorini sunset. Guests enjoyed a delightful
dinner reception surrounded by olive trees, and
the newlyweds danced the night away with their
loved ones. Even with Greek weddings being no-
toriously grand, not to mention, loud—Epitome
was an idyllic wedding venue for accommodat-
ing an epic wedding celebration with more than
250 guests.

oneymooning in Africa

When she first visited Santorini before meet-
ing Markos, Melanie jokingly told her friends
that Canaves would be “the only place on earth”










where she would want to celebrate her honeymoon
with her future husband. After all, Santorini has
all the makings of a picture-perfect romantic get-
away: luxury accommodations, exquisite cuisine,
and the most magnificent views of the Aegean Sea
and sunset. Little did she know that life would lead
her to making Santorini her home so she could en-
joy the island every day.

With Santorini off the table, the newlyweds
chose to embark on a real adventure by honey-
mooning in Africa. It was the first time in his life
that Markos took a vacation for a full two weeks.

“Being on a honeymoon is a great excuse for
all the workaholics out there,” Melanie jokes. “We
began our journey in Cape Town, South Africa,
then proceeded to Kruger Park. From there, we
traveled to Botswana and concluded our trip in
Mozambique, right by the water. The safari expe-
rience was something neither of us had ever en-
countered before. It was a truly unique and life-
changing adventure!”
> Written by Lauren Malamala

For more feature weddings and resources visit
WeddingStyleMagazine.com

Location: Canaves Oia Epitome Santorini, Greece;
Floral Design: Betty Flowers; Rentals: Stylebox; Art de
la Table: White Lilac; Graphics: Bright White Graphic
Design; Lighting & Sound: Multimedia Events;
Candles: Idea Candles; \Wedding Dress: Maria
Konidi; Second Dress: Christina Varotsos; Shoes:
Alevi Milano; Hair & Makeup: George Marascas; DJ:
George Varveris; Band: Fortissimo & Swinging
Cats; Tent: Tentstyle; Favors: Yria Ceramics;
Videographer: Kapetanakis Team; Photographer:
Anna Roussos & Thanos Asfis
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Sedona Bride Photographers / Katrina Wallace

Sedona, Arizona

Destination Weddings

Experience moments of awe with a destination wedding set in
Sedona’s breathtaking Boynton Canyon.

It’s here that you and your wedding guests will be captivated by the picturesque
canyon views, exceptional resort service, creative culinary presentations and
illuminating night sky that makes Enchantment Resort a destination beyond
compare. Whether you are planning an intimate affair or a grand gala, our 70-acre
resort offers the privacy and personalization to make your dream day a reality.

www.enchantmentresort.com | 844.512.5860 LEARN MORE













Mariana Alston and Shea Theodore first met in
2015, when Sheas best friend happened to be
the boyfriend of Mariana’s university roommate.
Since Mariana was newly single at the time, her
roommate’s boyfriend suggested that Shea reach
out; so he broke the ice by sending her a message
on Instagram.

With Mariana being from Calgary and Shea
being from Vancouver, they chatted for a few
months but didn’t get around to meeting in per-
son. Eventually, things went quiet between them
for a period of time. Fast forward to November,
after Shea had moved to San Diego for hockey. He
and Mariana started communicating again, and
he invited her to come down for a visit. By the
time she left, Mariana was officially his girlfriend.

“That showed me we were really meant to be,”
she recalls, “T thought he was so cute, so authenti-
cally himself, and so sweet and kind”

The Forever Home

A couple years ago, Shea and Mariana pur-
chased a lot to build a house in Las Vegas, which
Mariana shares, “is just everything we wanted -
we want that to be our forever home.” Shea also
decided it would be the perfect spot to plan a sur-
prise proposal.

The day of their engagement, Shea asked Mari-
ana to go to dinner on the Strip, which they do all
the time. He also arranged for their architects to
send an email saying that they had to meet onsite
regarding a couple measurements, which was also
nothing out of the ordinary. Before going to meet
the architects, Shea asked Mariana if she could
have her hair and makeup done beforehand, as
she admittedly takes a long time to get ready -
another normal situation for the couple.
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After getting glammed up and putting on some
sweats, Mariana and Shea headed to the lot of their
forever home, where they were walking around with

their two dogs when Shea popped the question.

Wedding Planning with Exquisite Events

The couple’s wedding planning process involved
working with Madiha Khan of Exquisite Events.

“That was the best decision I could have made in
regards to our wedding,” Mariana shares. “I didn’t
feel any stress. She just knew my vision and I knew
I could trust her. She has great taste, she’s really ‘on
it, and she makes sure everything is on time.”

The couple’s wedding was to take place at Fair-
mont Grand Del Mar in San Diego, and they envi-
sioned an Italian garden with rustic vibes.

“That location is incredible,” says Mariana. “I
showed Madiha the flowers I liked, and she just
nailed it. It was Black Tie, and I made the dress
code so everyone had to wear black. I'm so happy
I did that because it looked so nice in the photos.”

With Shea being a current Stanley Cup win-
ner with the Vegas Golden Knights, being in the
hockey world also means having to attend a con-
stant stream of weddings together - something
that worked to Mariana’s advantage. After notic-
ing the subtle nuances of what works and what
doesn’t for a wide range of people and ages, she
and Shea had a solid “laundry list” of what they
wanted so they could offer their guests the best
experience possible.

“I never felt more sure about Shea being my per-
son, than during the days leading up to the wedding;’
Mariana adds. “T was expecting some stress. But ev-
ery day that got closer, I was more and more certain
that he's my person. That’s something special”

An Ttalian Garden Inspired Wedding at Fair-
mont Grand Del Mar




Before the ceremony, the bride was relatively
“chill and zen,” minus a few nerves.

“Our aisle was pretty long, and I'm pretty
clumsy;” she laughs, “so I was nervous to walk. I
was definitely nervous for the ceremony because
we did our vows out loud and I hate public speak-
ing. But I thought it was important. After going to
a lot of weddings myself, I couldn’t believe it was
my own wedding. It was surreal the entire time”

The ceremony featured floral arrangements of
white roses and baby’s breath created by Butterfly

Floral, perfectly representing the couple’s vision
of an Italian garden inspired wedding. To kick
things off on a high note, their two dogs — Bruce
and Max - made their way down the aisle wear-
ing tuxedos and completely succeeded at their
sole job of looking adorable.

Despite any trepidations about her own walk
down the aisle, Mariana made a gorgeous en-
trance wearing her dream wedding gown by Galia
Lahav. She actually screen shot that exact dress
three years before Shea proposed, and had loved

it ever since. When she was wedding dress shop-

ping, she tried on countless dresses and made
sure to save the Galia gown for last. As soon as
she put it on, she knew that was it.

“I think our vows were definitely one of my fa-
vorite moments,” says the bride. “My sister also
officiated the wedding, and it was so incredible
having her up there with us”

The ceremony was followed by a cocktail hour,
reception, and afterparty that lasted until 2 a.m.
From the food to the father-daughter dance, the
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bride could hardly keep track of all the special de-
tails and moments that were unfolding. The cou-
ple later received several messages from guests
about how epic their wedding celebration was.

“Shea and I both love food, so food was hugely
important for us,” Mariana notes. “We had a na-
cho bar and slider bar for late night snacks, and
a Fireball toast before the afterparty. I really like
to party, and my side of the family is Latino - so
they also know how to party. At one point, Shea
and I got launched into the air on the dance floor.
I just wanted guests to have the best time ever.
Every bride is right when they say it goes by way
too fast. We got our wedding video back, and that
was really special because we really got to see the
whole day”

For their honeymoon, the newlyweds originally
planned to go to Maui. Of course, with the recent
Lahaina fires, they felt like it wasn’t appropriate to
visit the island at the time; so they changed their
flights at the last minute and headed off to Los
Cabos for a luxurious stay at the Four Seasons.
Since their wedding was in August, they couldn’t
jet off for a lengthy vacation due to Shea’s upcom-
ing training schedule. However, they’re planning
to enjoy a longer getaway in the future.
> Written by Lauren Malamala

For more feature weddings and resources visit
WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Location: Fairmont Grand Del Mar San Diego CA; Planning
& Event Design: Madiha Khan, Exquisite Events; Florist:
Butterfly Floral; Rentals: MTB Event Rentals; Lighting:
Amber Event Production; Wedding Dress: Galia Lahav;
Custom Aisle: Abbey Rents; Cigar Lounge: VB Cigars; Band:
Jukebox San Diego; Ceremony Strings: Eliana Strings;
Videographer: Symboll; Photographer: John and Joseph
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HOTELS

UNITED STATES
ARIZONA

Enchantment Resort
Sedona, AZ
www.enchantmentresort.com

Four Seasons Resort
Scottsdale at Troon North
Scottsdale, AZ
www.fourseasons.com/scottsdale

LAuberge de Sedona
Sedona, AZ
www.lauberge.com

The Phoenician, A Luxury
Collection Resort

Scottsdale, AZ
www.thephoenician.com

Sanctuary

Camelback Mountain
Resort & Spa

Paradise Valley, AZ
www.sanctuaryoncamelback.com

CALIFORNIA

Auberge du Soleil,

Napa Valley

Rutherford, CA
www.aubergedusoleil.aubergeresorts.com

Bernardus Lodge & Spa
Carmel Valley, CA
www.bernarduslodge.com

The Beverly Hills Hotel
Beverly Hills, CA
www.dorchestercollection.com

Beverly Wilshire, A Four
Seasons Hotel

Beverly Hills, CA
www.fourseasons.com/beverlywilshire

Calistoga Ranch
Calistoga, CA
www.calistogaranch.aubergeresorts.com

Cavallo Point
Sausalito, CA
www.cavallopoint.com

Four Seasons Hotel

Los Angeles

at Beverly Hills

Los Angeles, CA
www.fourseasons.com/losangeles

Four Seasons Hotel
Westlake Village

Westlake Village, CA
www.fourseasons.com/westlakevillage

Four Seasons Resort

The Biltmore Santa Barbara
Santa Barbara, CA
www.fourseasons.com[santabarbara

Hotel Bel-Air
Los Angeles, CA
www.dorchestercollection.com

Hotel Casa Del Mar
Santa Monica, CA
www.hotelcasadelmar.com

Hotel del Coronado
Coronado CA
www.hoteldel.com

Monarch Beach Resort
Dana Point, CA
www.monarchbeachresort.com

Montage Laguna Beach
Laguna Beach, CA
www.montagehotels.com/lagunabeach

Mr. C Beverly Hills
Los Angeles, CA
www.mrchotels.com/mrcbeverlyhills

Nobu Malibu
Malibu, CA
www.noburestaurants.com/malibu

The Resort at Pelican Hill
Newport Coast, CA
www.pelicanhill.com

The Ritz-Carlton Bacara,
Santa Barbara

Santa Barbara, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com/bacara

The Ritz-Carlton,

Laguna Niguel

Dana Point, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com/laguna_niguel

The Ritz-Carlton, San
Francisco

San Francisco, CA
www.ritzcarlton.com[sanfrancisco

Shutters on the Beach
One Pico Boulevard. Santa Monica, CA
www.shuttersonthebeach.com

The St. Regis San Francisco
San Francisco, CA
www.stregissanfrancisco.com

Terranea Resort
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
www.terranea.com

COLORADO

Hotel Jerome
Aspen, CO
www.hoteljerome.aubergeresorts.com

The Little Nell
Aspen, CO
www.thelittlenell.com

The St. Regis Aspen Resort
Aspen, CO
vvwvv.stregisaspen.com

FLORIDA

The Boca Raton
Boca Raton, FL
www.thebocaraton.com

The Breakers Palm Beach
Palm Beach, FL
www.thebreakers.com

Eau Palm Beach Resort & Spa
Manalapan, FL
www.eaupalmbeach.com

Faena Hotel Miami Beach
Miami Beach, FL
www.faena.com/miami-beach

Mr. C Miami - Coconut Grove
Miami, FL
www.mrchotels.com/mrccoconutgrove

The Ritz-Carlton, South Beach
Miami Beach, FL
www.ritzcarlton.com

Vizcaya Museum & Gardens
Miami, FL
WWW.vizcaya.org

W South Beach
Miami Beach, FL
www.wsouthbeach.com

GEORGIA

The St. Regis Atlanta
Atlanta, GA
www.stregisatlanta.com

HAWAII

Fairmont Orchid, Hawaii
Big Island, HlI
www.fairmont.com/orchid-hawaii

Four Seasons Resort
Hualalai

Kailua-Kona, HI
www.fourseasons.com/hualalai

Four Seasons Resort Lanai
Lanai City, HI
www.fourseasons.com/lanai

Four Seasons Resort Maui
at Wailea

Maui, HI
www.fourseasons.com/maui

Grand Wailea,

A Waldorf Astoria Resort
Wailea, HI

www.grandwailea.com

Halekulani
Honolulu, HI
www.halekulani.com

The Kahala Hotel & Resort
Honolulu, HI
www.kahalaresort.com

Montage Kapalua Bay
Maui, HI
www.montagehotels.com/kapaluabay

The Ritz-Carlton Maui, Kapalua
Kapalua, HI
wwuw.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/kapalua-maui

ILLINOIS

InterContinental Chicago
Magnificent Mile

Chicago, IL
www.icchicagohotel.com

The Peninsula Chicago
Chicago, IL
www.chicago.peninsula.com

MASSACHUSETTS

Four Seasons Hotel Boston
Boston, MA
www.fourseasons.com/boston

NEVADA

Waldorf Astoria Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV
www.waldorfastorialasvegas.com

Wynn Las Vegas
Las Vegas, NV
Www.vvynnlasvegas.com

NEW YORK

JW Marriott Essex House
New York, NY
www.marriott.com



Mandarin Oriental,

New York

New York, NY
www.mandarinoriental.com[newyork

Oheka Castle
Huntington, NY
www.oheka.com

The Plaza
New York, NY
www.theplazany.com

Public, An Ian Schrager Hotel
New York, NY
www.publichotels.com

NORTH CAROLINA

Biltmore
Asheville, NC
www.biltmore.com

RHODE ISLAND

Castle Hill Inn
www.Newport, RI
castlehillinn.com

SOUTH CAROLINA

Montage Palmetto Bluff
Bluffton, SC
www.montagehotels.com/palmettobluff

TEXAS

The Joule
Dallas, TX
www.thejouledallas.com

Rosewood Mansion on
Turtle Creek

Dallas, TX
www.rosewoodhotels.com

UTAH

Amangiri
Canyon Point, UT
WWw.aman.com

Montage Deer Valley
Park City, UT
www.montagehotels.com/deervalley

The St. Regis Deer Valley
Park City, UT
www.stregisdeervalley.com

VIRGINIA

Salamander Resort & Spa
Middleburg, VA
www.salamanderresort.com

WASHINGTON., D.C.

The St. Regis
Washington, D.C.
Washington, D.C.
www.stregiswashingtondc.com

Waldorf Astoria Washington DC
Washington, DC
www.hilton.com

CARIBBEAN
ANGUILLA

Aurora Anguilla Resort & Golf
Club

Anguilla

www.auroraanguilla.com

Belmond Cap Juluca
Anguilla
www.belmond.com

Four Seasons Resort
and Residences Anguilla
Anguilla
www.fourseasons.com/anguilla

ARUBA

Aruba Marriott Resort &
Stellaris Casino

Palm Beach, Aruba
www.marriott.com

BAHAMAS

The Cove
Paradise Island, Bahamas
www.atlantisbahamas.com

A Four Seasons Resort
The Ocean Club,
Bahamas

Bahamas
www.fourseasons.com[oceanclub

Rosewood Baha Mar
Bahamas
www.rosewoodhotels.com[baha-mar

DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC

Eden Roc Cap Cana
Dominican Republic
Www.edenroccapcana.com

GRENADA

Sandals Grenada
Grenada
www.sandals.com

PUERTO RICO

San Juan Marriott Resort &
Stellaris Casino

San Juan, Puerto Rico
www.marriott.com

The St. Regis Bahia Beach Resort
Rio Grande, Puerto Rico
www.stregisbahiabeach.com

ST. LUCIA

Jade Mountain
St. Lucia
www.jademountain.com

ST. THOMAS

The Ritz-Carlton, St. Thomas
St Thomas, United States Virgin Islands
www.ritzcarlton.com

ST. VINCENT
& THE
GRENADINES

Mandarin Oriental, Canouan
Canouan Island
www.mandarinoriental.com/canouan

TURKS AND
CAICOS

Amanyara
Turks and Caicos
WWW.aman.com [resorts/amanyara

COMO Parrot Cay
Turks and Caicos
www.comohotels.com/parrotcay

The Shore Club
Turks and Caicos
www.theshoreclubtc.com

MEXICO
CABO SAN LUCAS

The Cape, A Thompson Hotel
Cabo San Lucas
www.thompsonhotels.com

Esperanza
Cabo San Lucas
www.esperanza.aubergeresorts.com

Grand Velas Riviera Nayarit
Riviera Nayarit, CP.
www.vallarta.grandvelas.com

Montage Los Cabos
Cabo San Lucas
www.montagehotels.com

Nobu Hotel Los Cabos
Cabos San Lucas
www.nobuhotels.com

The Resort at Pedregal
Cabo San Lucas
www.theresortatpedregal.com

Sheraton Buganvilias Resort &
Convention Center

Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico
www.marriott.com

CANCUN

JW Marriott Cancun Resort
& Spa

Cancln

www.marriott.com

NIZUC Resort & Spa
Cancan
WWW.nizuc.com

CHOCHOLA

Chablé Yucatan
Chochola
www.chableresort.com

LLOS CABOS

Grand Velas Los Cabos

Los Cabos
www.loscabos.grandvelas.com

Le Blanc Spa Resort
Los Cabos
www.leblancsparesorts.com

One&Only Palmilla
Los Cabos
www.oneandonlyresorts.com

PLAYA DEL
CARMEN

Banyan Tree Mayakoba
Playa del Carmen
www.banyantree.com

Rosewood Mayakoba

Playa del Carmen
www.rosewoodhotels.com/en/mayakoba-
riviera-maya

UNTA MITA

Four Seasons Resort
Punta Mita

Punta Mita
www.fourseasons.com/puntamita

The St. Regis Punta Mita Resort
Punta Mita
www.stregispuntamita.com

RIVIERA MAYA

Chablé Maroma
Riviera Maya
www.chableresort.com

Grand Velas Riviera Maya
Playa Del Carmen

Riviera Maya, Q.R.
www.rivieramaya.grandvelas.com

The St. Regis Kanai, Riviera
Maya

Playa del Carmen, Q.R. Mexico
www.marriott.com

Zoétry Paraiso de la Bonita
Riviera Maya
www.zoetryresorts.com/paraiso

SAN JOSE DEL
CABO

Cabo Azul Resort
San José del Cabo
www.caboazulresort.com

Casa Maat at JW Marriott
Los Cabos Beach Resort & Spa
San José del Cabo, B.C.S. Mexico
www.marriott.com

SAN MIGUEL DE
ALLENDE

Belmond Casa de Sierra Nevada
San Miguel de Allende
www.belmond.com

> For more of the best
wedding destinations worldwide
visit www.WeddingStyleMagazine.com
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Lomn: Four Seasons Hotel Westlake Village Westlake
Village, CA; Planner and Event Design: Goli Pak, Events By
Goli Los Angeles, CA; Floral: Floral and Events By Sammy
Los Angeles, CA; Rentals: Palace Party Rentals Los Angeles,
CA; Caterer: Bahador Event Specialist Tarzana, CA;
Lighting: 4th Dimension Productions Inc. Van Nuys, CA;
Photography: Shumanev Production Los Angeles, CA;
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Boca Raton, FL;
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GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE




gn: Boca BY Design Boca Raton, FL;







Location: Four Seasons Hotel Westlake
Village Westlake Village, CA; Planner and
Event Design: Kristin Banta Studio City, CA;
Photography: John & Joseph Photography
Santa Monica, CA;
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GRACE ORMONDE WEDDING STYLE
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Location: Four Seasons Hotel Westlake
Village Westlake Village, CA; Plannerand
Event Design: Kristin Banta Studio City, CAs
Photography: John & Joseph Photography
Santa Monica, CA;
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Let our thoughtful team of wedding experts bring yourb’eépéke wedding vision to life in the
heart of Virginia’s horse and wine country. Our Forbeé'i!i've,-Star resort offers an idyllic setting
accompanied by unmatched personalized service for an unforgettable wedding experience.
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Submit your wedding to WeddingStyleMagazine.com/submissions
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