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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 11 

 

Tamil Nadu Fertility Rate 2026  

❖ Tamil Nadu’s Total Fertility Rate (TFR) declined to 1.3 in 2026, below the replacement level of 2.1 
required for population stability.  

❖ TFR indicates the average number of children a woman is expected to have during her 
reproductive period.  

❖ Tamil Nadu’s TFR was 1.4 in 2025, while India’s overall TFR stands at 1.9.  

❖ The State is witnessing an ageing population, with 16% of people above 60 years; this may 
increase to 20% in the next 10 years.  

❖ Economic factors, women’s workforce participation, delayed marriages and changing family 
preferences are among the factors influencing fertility decline.  

❖ Tamil Nadu has a high women workforce participation, with 41 out of every 100 working women 
in India coming from the State.  

❖ The government emphasised institutional deliveries, pregnancy spacing of 2–3 years, maternal 
health support and strengthening healthcare services. 
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All India Survey on Higher Education 2023-24  

❖ The latest All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2023-24 data shows a significant rise in 
women’s enrolment in higher education.  

❖ Female enrolment increased by 42% in a decade, rising from 1.57 crore (2014- 15) to 2.24 crore 
(2023-24).  

❖ Women now constitute 49.7% of total higher education students, with a Gender Parity Index 
(GPI) of 1.08.  

❖ Female enrolment among Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs) increased by 51.4% 
and 75.7%, respectively.  

❖ Women account for 44% of STEM students, but participation remains low in engineering and 
technology (31.1%) compared to general sciences. 
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Index of Services Production  

❖ India’s upcoming Index of Services Production (ISP) will measure formal services sector output 
using Goods and Services Tax (GST) data, administrative data, and surveys.  

❖ The index will be the first attempt to periodically quantify India’s formal services sector 
production.  

❖ GST data will be the primary source, while the Annual Survey of Incorporated Services Sector 
Enterprises (ASISSE) and administrative data will support sectors without GST coverage.  

❖ Administrative data sources include the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), Railway Board, Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), and Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India 
(IRDAI).  

❖ The first release of the ISP is scheduled for July 29, 2026, and it will cover only the formal services 
sector. 
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Drishti Satellite Communication Failure  

❖ Mission Drishti, the world’s first OptoSAR (Optical + Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellite, lost 
communication due to an anomaly caused by a geomagnetic solar storm.  

❖ Radiation from the solar storm affected a critical onboard system during the Launch and Early 
Orbit Phase.  

❖ The satellite was designed to capture optical multi-spectral and Synthetic Aperture Radar (SAR) 
images of the same location simultaneously.  

❖ It aimed to overcome the tropical cloud-cover problem by using SAR sensors that can operate 
through clouds and at night.  

❖ Drishti used Artificial Intelligence (AI) to generate optical-like images from SAR data for easier 
interpretation.  

❖ The satellite was planned for applications including border surveillance, defence, disaster 
management, agriculture, infrastructure planning and insurance assessment. 

                                            

❖                       (        +                   ) 

                            ,                        

                                                

               . 

❖                                    ,                    

                         ,                                

                 . 

❖                      ,                       -        



 

 
 
 
 

5 
 

                          (SAR)                              

                      . 

❖                                       SAR           

         ,                                   

                                     . 

❖                            , SAR                     

                                               (AI) 

           . 

❖                                         ,         , 

                ,        ,                                

                                                       . 

 
Swift Boost Mission  

❖ NASA launched the Swift Boost Mission, the first satellite servicing mission to extend the life of 
the Neil Gehrels Swift Observatory.  

❖ The mission sent the privately built LINK servicing spacecraft developed by Katalyst Space 
Technologies to capture and raise Swift’s orbit.  

❖ Swift Observatory, launched in 2004, studies gamma-ray bursts and high-energy cosmic events. 

❖ LINK will use robotic arms and ion thrusters to move Swift to a higher orbit of about 600 km, 
extending its operational life.  

❖ The mission also marked the 45th and final flight of Northrop Grumman’s Pegasus XL rocket, 
which began operations in 1990 
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FAO-WMO Report on Extreme Heat and Food Systems (2026)  

❖ A joint report by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) identified extreme heat as a major threat to global food security.  

❖ Major crops face yield losses above 30°C; every 1°C warming may reduce maize by 7.5%, soybean 
by 6.8%, and wheat by 6%.  

❖ Global agricultural Total Factor Productivity (TFP) has declined by 21% since 1961 due to rising 
heat stress.  

❖ India is among the high-risk regions, with heatwaves affecting rice production and agricultural 
labour; workers lost 648 working hours (54 days) in 2024 due to heat stress.  

❖ The report highlights risk to livestock, fisheries, forests, and orchards due to increasing 
temperatures and marine heatwaves 
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World Investment Report 2026  

❖ The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) released the World 
Investment Report 2026, highlighting the rising concentration of global investment.  

❖ Global Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) increased by 6% to $1.6 trillion in 2025, with developed 
economies receiving higher growth than developing countries.  

❖ The top 20 host economies accounted for over 80% of global FDI inflows, showing increasing 
investment concentration.  

❖ Growth was mainly driven by Artificial Intelligence (AI) infrastructure, data centres, 
semiconductors, and energy sectors.  

❖ India improved its ranking, moving to 11th position in inward FDI and 18th position in outward 
FDI globally in 2025. 
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• Linda Noskova of the Czech Republic won the Wimbledon 2026 women's singles title by defeating 
Karolina Muchova in the final.  
• It was Noskova’s first Grand Slam title.  
• She became the third Czech player to win the Wimbledon women's singles title in the last four 
years, after Marketa Vondrousova (2023) and Barbora Krejcikova (2024). 
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• NABARD launched the Gramodyam Programme on 13 July 2026 to mark its 45th Foundation Day.  
• It is an entrepreneurship development programme designed specifically for rural youth.  
• The programme aims to support the creation of sustainable businesses in rural India.  
• Gramodyam is a three-year pilot programme targeting about 4,000 rural entrepreneurs using a 
digital-first hybrid delivery model across all States and Union Territories.  
• It is a collaborative initiative of NABARD and the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) 
under the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship.  
• The Institute for Industrial Development executes the programme.  
• Participants receive psychometric assessments, counselling, entrepreneurship training, industry-
specific skill programmes, mentoring, and enterprise setup assistance.  
• NABARD stands for National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development, established in 1982 as 
an apex development bank for agriculture and rural development. 
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