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By Frank Neill

Young Woodridge entrepreneur Cyrus Dahl has not let
having a disability stop him.

Cyrus is living with cerebal palsy, a physical disability that
affects his movement, posture and speech.

Yet he has just started his own business, Dahl Designs.
His business specialises in designing and 3D printing
custom products such as trophies, name plates, business
signage, accessibility products, personalised items and
practical solutions for everyday life.

Dahl Designs has a website, www.dahldesigns.co.nz.

“I have always wanted to show that having a disability
should not stop someone from pursuing their goals and
creating opportunities for themselves,” Cyrus says.

“I also want to encourage other young people, including
those with disabilities, to have a go at starting something
of their own.

“Starting my own business has been a really exciting
journey.

“I have had to learn a lot along the way, from designing
and manufacturing products to dealing with customers,
marketing, finances and running the business while also
balancing school.

“A big part of what motivates me is using my experiences
to create products that can make life easier for other people,
particularly through accessible and practical designs,” he
says.

“At Dahl Designs I create accessible, practical tools using
tech and lived experience —everything from inclusive sport-
ing gear to custom equipment for waka ama.

“At Dahl Designs every product is rooted in purpose, with
an eye on inclusion, usability and community.”

Even before starting his business, Cyrus was active in the
community.

This saw him win the Youth Philanthropy Award at the
2020 Wellingtonian of the Year awards.

This award came for his work with Wellington City
Council to provide swings disabled tamariki can use in
playgrounds.

As a 13-year-old student at Newlands College, Cyrus set
out to raise enough money for an inclusive swing for his local
park, Tawhai Raunui Play Area in Woodridge.

Disability has not
stopped entreprene

PHOTO: Cyrus Dahl at work. Photo: Supplied.

He wanted a specially designed supportive bucket swing which he
and other disabled children could enjoy.

Cyrus and his mother shared their plans with Wellington City
Council, which supported the venture and agreed to install the bucket
swing if their fundraising efforts succeeded.

They did. It did not take long for Cyrus to raise $23,000 — the full
cost of the equipment, shipping, safety surfacing and installation.

He then raised $43,000 for new swing seats at Pukehuia Park in
Newlands, Cummings Park in Ngaio and Shortland Park in Island Bay.

Cyrus continues to be invited by councils to advise on inclusive
playground design and to review and test play equipment before it is
installed.

He also advocates for city-wide accessibility improvements in parks,
housing and public amenities.

“I'm fueled by a mission to build an Aotearoa where accessibility
isn’t an afterthought. It’s the starting point,” he says.
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A creative concoction
of delights

Review by Margaret Austin

Circa 2 is crammed with expec-
tancy. Long-time fans and curious
newcomers are awaiting the first
night performance of Ali Harper’s
self-written show ‘Judy’s Encore’.

Harper has made no secret of her
dramatic premise: Judy Garland
returns to Australia to restore
her damaged reputation. This
imagined scenario underlies an
already powerful performance
with threads of remembrance and
pathos.

The stage already provides an
appropriate setting for a star’s en-
trance: glittery curtains, flashing
lights, chandeliers — oh and don’t
forget two musicians — grand pia-
nist Francis Meria and saxophonist
Blair Lathem who start us off with
a lively overture.

Enter Ali Harper, or should I say
Judy Garland, her gown as glittery
as her background curtains.

If we weren’t fully awake al-
ready, her belting out of I Feel a
Song Coming on” would do the
trick. Harper’s energy is infectious
and she sustains it throughout.

Altogether we get 20 songs,
many no doubt familiar to her au-
dience but none the less enjoyable
for that, and we hear the first half
of them, interspersed with some
light-hearted narrative in the form
of appeal for appreciation.
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There’s also some-messing with
the front row — de rigueur for an
entertainer and bound to have the
audience delighted.

We also hear of her introduction
to show business at the tender age
of 13, a theme that is due for fur-
ther exploration in the second half.

This is heralded by a musical
interlude and then introduced by
our star in a smart black trouser
suit and jerkin and takes a more
serious turn.

We are reminded of the darker
side of Garland’s life — from
her childhood beginnings being
thrust into Hollywood limelight.
These form a sharp contrast with
the gaiety and panache of songs
such as “Puttin’ On the Ritz” and
“There’s no Business like Show
Business”.

There are reminders of her time
and her contemporaries — the likes
of Gene Kelly, Mickey Rooney and
Fred Astaire.

But far more compelling is the
portrayal of Garland’s heartbreak
brought on by the avaricious and
relentless demands of Hollywood.

The portrayal is all the more
powerful by being felt and acted
out —not just narrated.

Harper’s constant appeals to us to
tell us we love her are touching —a
constant reminder that this show is
a heartfelt request for that which
she thinks is lost.

ABOVE: Ali Harper as Judy Garland in Judy’s Encore’.

Photo: Supplied.

Ali’s matchless performance
is matched actually — by her
two musicians whose rapport
with each other and with her
is delightful, and by the set
created by lan Harman who is

also the show’s producer.
‘Judy’s Encore’ is a mar-
vellous meeting of talents, a
creative concoction of delights
and a touching tribute to its
inspiration: Judy Garland.

PHOTO: The monitor being removed from Kopu Junior. Photo: Supplied.

Kiwi celebrates a milestone

By Frank Neill

power infrastructure.

The Capital Kiwi Project celebrated another
milestone in re-establishing a population of
wild kiwi on the hills surrounding Wellington
on 27 August.

It removed the last ankle bracelet with a
monitoring transmitter.

Kopu Junior, who was wearing the last ankle
bracelet to be removed, had graduated to a
stoat-proof weight and was able to be freed
into the Terawhiti scrub.

The Kiwi who have returned to the Welling-
ton hills, after an absence of some 150 years,
are now fully wild.

“This is a milestone a decade in the making,”
The Capital Kiwi Project says.

It is “a result of epic collective effort from
community, iwi, landowners, civic and sanctu-
ary partners.

“Half a million trap checks worth of predator
free and rewilding mahi. 5,300 traps across
24,000ha of farms, forestry, city suburbs, and

“Ten years ago the thought of a (rapidly
growing) population of 300 plus kiwi roaming
Wellington’s backyard would’ve been near
unimaginable. Now it’s a reality.”

Capital Kiwi only wants to have transmitters
on birds when they are necessary.

They are invasive and many kiwi don’t like
them.

“The reason that we’re able to remove them is
the confidence that we have in the monitoring
metrics that the project has delivered,” Capital
Kiwi says.

“In areas without predator control over 95%
of kiwi chicks fail to reach the weight where
they can fight off a stoat.”

Capital Kiwi’s chick survivorship is more
than 90%.

Removing the ankle bracelets does not mean
that the monitoring stops.

Less intensive monitoring using acoustic
recorders and call counts, along with people’s
reports, will help Capital Kiwi track the
population’s growth.
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Otari celebrating its
centenary

By Frank Neill

Otari-Wilton’s Bush celebrates its centenary
this year with Ra Tuwhera ki Otari | Otari
Open Day on Saturday 19 September from
10am to 2pm.

The open day will provide a behind the
scenes look at the people, plants and projects
shaping Otari.

The open day gives people an opportunity
to explore the only public botanic garden
dedicated solely to native plants.

The reserve has existed since 1926 and is
Aotearoa New Zealand’s only public native
botanic garden.

It is a living collection of unique native
plants and forests, a place where conservation,
education and recreation take place.

The reserve’s genesis goes back much earlier
however.

One of the settler farmers that arrived in
Wellington in the 1800s, Job Wilton, chose
not to clear seven hectares of original forest.

He then fenced it for protection.

In 1906 the forest Job Wilton had protected,
along with adjoining land, was established as
the Otari Scenic Reserve.

Wellington City Council took over its man-
agement in 1918.

In the early 1920s eminent botanist Dr
Leonard Cockayne voiced his dismay at the
destruction of New Zealand’s native forests
and flora.

In order to reduce the loss Dr Cockayne had
a vision of bringing as many original native
forest plants as possible into one “open-air
plant museum”.

He selected Otari as the place for the “plant
museum” and the Otari Open-Air Native Plant
Museum opened in 1926.

He and the Director of Wellington Parks and
Reserves, ] G McKenzie were at Otari’s helm.

They developed a four point vision, to:

* establish a collection of plants from all
over New Zealand;
* cultivate these native plants at Otari;
* teach people about native plants and
advocate their use in gardens; and
e restore the native forest of Otari.

Their vision remains a blueprint for Otari-Wil-
ton’s Bush today.

More than 1,200 native plant species, hybrids
and cultivars are now at Otari.

They were collected from as far afield at the
Kermadec Islands in the north to Campbell
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Island in the south.

Reaching 100 years is an extraordinary mile-
stone to celebrate, says Otari’s team manager,
Tim Park.

“This place carries the stories of the land,
the dedication of countless people and the
resilience of our native plants.

“Our centenary is not just about looking
back, it’s about inspiring the next generation
to protect and cherish Aotearoa’s unique
biodiversity,” he says.

Mr Park leads a team of nine (part time and
full time) Wellington Gardens’ staff who are
based at Otari.

As well as the open day, the centennary
programme includes the Otari Seminar Series.
This series runs on the first Tuesday of each
month until November and features talks from
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PHOTO: The gateway that features at Otari-Wilton’s Bush. Photo: Otari-Wilton’s Bush Trust.

conservationists, researchers and community
leaders.
Other Otari centenary events are:

« Otari Walk Series — held on the fourth
Sunday of each month from March to No-
vember. These guided walks will explore the
ecology and history of both Otari and Aotea-
roa. The next walk on 27 September is entitled
“Kaiwharawhara Restoration Revisited”.

* Glow Worm Tour on 12 September, a
guided night tour through the forest to dis-
cover titiwai/glowworms and other nocturnal
wildlife.

* The Wellington Heritage Festival in
October and November, where visitors will
walk through Otari’s remarkable journey,
from forest and farmland to internationally
recognised native botanic garden.

inbrief ha/VS\

Movie Night

A whanau movie night will be held
at Johnsonville’s Keith Spry Pool from
5pm to 7:30pm on Saturday 5 Sep-
tember.

The evening will feature Kung Fu
Panda 2.

Kung Fu Panda 2 follows Po and the
Furious Five as they journey to stop the
villainous Lord Shen from eradicating
kung fu and conquering China, while
Po confronts long-buried truths about
his origins.

Tickets are available on the Welling-
ton City Council website, bookings.
wellington.govt.nz/Ticket/Buy.

Tickets are also available on this site
for the Splash Bash party at Karori Pool
on Saturday 19 September.

Starting at 4:30pm this will be an
evening of fun, music and water-filled
excitement.
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greg.oconnor@parliament.govt.nz
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Regional Council against rates capping

Capping rates increases
at 4% would fail to rec-
ognise the real cost borne
by Greater Wellington Re-
gional Council (GWRC)
for protecting communi-
ties, maintaining essential
services and investing in
the region’s long-term re-
silience.

The rates capping bill an-
nounced by the government
last week does not account
for councils’ responsibili-
ties, infrastructure pres-
sures and exposure to rising
costs, GWRC Chair Daran
Ponter says.

“If passed into law, the
bill could force difficult
trade-offs between afford-
ability today and higher
costs tomorrow,” Cr Ponter

says.

“History shows that defer-
ring essential infrastructure
investment does not make
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PHOTO: Greater Welling-
ton Regional Council Chair
Daran Ponter.
Photo: Supplied.

the cost disappear.

“It allows problems to
grow, transfers costs to
future generations and can
leave communities facing
more expensive, disruptive
and poorer solutions.

“New Zealand has seen
the consequences of sus-
tained underinvestment in
water services.

“We must not repeat that
pattern across flood protec-
tion, public transport, and
other essential regional
infrastructure.

Cr Ponter says Greater
Wellington supports dis-
ciplined financial manage-
ment and greater transpar-
ency but cautions against
measures that prioritise an
artificial short-term target
over long-term value.

“Affordability matters,”
he says.

“Greater Wellington has
a responsibility to scru-
tinise every dollar and
demonstrate value to the
community. But genuine
affordability is not achieved
by postponing essential
work until it becomes an

emergency.

“The Government must
design its rates-capping
system carefully so that
it does not recreate the
infrastructure deficit New
Zealand is now paying to
fix.

“A rates cap must not
become an investment or
resilience cap,” Cr Ponter
says.

Constraints on rates
revenue could also affect
councils’ borrowing capac-
ity, increasing financing
costs and delaying critical
projects, GWRC Deputy
Chair Ros Connelly says.

“Because council debt is
secured against rates rev-
enue, a cap could weaken
our ability to borrow and
fund major infrastructure
traditionally built and paid
for over generations.

“A rates cap based solely

on CPI inflation would also
fail to reflect the actual cost
pressures facing councils.

“Construction and main-
tenance prices typically rise
faster than general inflation,
while inflationary pressure
on unavoidable costs like
insurance premiums won’t
be capped by this bill.

“If revenue cannot keep
pace with these costs, coun-
cils may need to reduce
services, delay renewals,
increase fees and charges,
or reconsider essential capi-
tal investment.

“Those choices can weak-
en resilience and ultimately
cost communities more.

“For public transport,
that could mean higher
fares, fewer services, or
deferred investment. These
outcomes would fall hard-
est on people who rely on
affordable public transport

to access employment,
education, healthcare and
essential services,” Cr Con-
nelly says.

“Rather than imposing a
one size fits all approach,
we're calling on the Gov-
ernment to work with the
local government sector to
produce a transparent rates-
capping framework region-
by-region,” Cr Ponter says.

“In the Wellington Re-
gion, the government is
effectively signalling cuts to
public transport and flood
protection schemes.

“We will leave it to the
Minister of Local Gov-
ernment to explain to our
communities why their bus
and train services have to
be cancelled and why they
are in danger of flooding.”

Top placing by Newlands band

‘ We Have Moved

Just Blinds

Showroom:

405 Hutt Road, Alicetown, Lower Hutt
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ABOVE: Tofu Fighters per-
forming at Rockshop Band-
quest 2026 (from left) Declan
Burt, Louis Gillespie, Jasper
Quick, Joshua Wilkinson and
Arush Dhungana.

Photo: Supplied.

By Frank Neill

Newlands Intermediate School band Tofu Fighters
featured at the Rockshop Bandquest 2026, taking
out second place on day two of the competition on
23 August.

Five of the band — Declan Burt on guitar;
Louis Gillespie, drums; Jasper Quick, percussion;
Joshua Wilkinson, guitar and vocals; and Arush
Dhungana, guitar — played at Bandquest.

Two band members were missing as they were
sick—Liam Coutts, bass; and Luna Zhang keyboards.

“The Tofu Fighters really enjoyed playing at
Bandquest,” Tofu Fighters member Declan Burt told
the ‘Independent Herald’.

“We loved the experience of performing in front
of lots of people and playing the songs we worked
hard together to learn.

“We are really proud of ourselves for coming
second and very happy with the way we played.

“We hope we get more opportunities to present our
musical skills later in the year.”

Held at Lower Hutt’s Sacred Heart College, Band-
quest 2026 featured 24 bands — 146 students — per-
forming in front of whanau, friends and music lovers,
showcasing months of rehearsals and collaboration.

Rockshop Bandquest, launched in 2011, is Rock-
quest Promotions’s primary and intermediate school
pathway to Smokefree Rockquest and Smokefree
Tangata Beats.

There’s an
AA meeting
near you.

It gives young people the opportunity to
perform either covers or original songs on
a professional stage.

“Rockshop Bandquest is one of the
highlights of the year for us,” Rockshop’s
General Manager of Artist Relations, Spon-
sorship and Events Hamish Jackson says.

“It’s so awesome seeing young people
experience the joy of live performance,
often for the very first time, and build
lifelong creative skills.

“Creating these opportunities for the next
generation of musicians across Aotearoa is

hugely important to us at the Rockshop.”

Bandquest is powered by the Rockshop,
presented by the Wright Family Founda-
tion, and made possible through the gener-
ous support of the Lotteries Board and the
Lion Foundation.

The programme is supported locally by
the Kiwi Gaming Foundation.
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Khandallah Pool
closed this

summer

Khandallah Pool will not re-open for the
2026/27 summer season as preparations
continue for the refurbishment project and
construction moves closer.

The decision has been made to support
the next phase of the project, including site
surveys, investigations and enabling works
required ahead of construction, which is
currently planned to start in February next
year.

The existing facility has also recently
sustained storm-related damage and may
require repairs to enable operation for
another summer season.

Given the existing pool is planned to be
demolished and replaced as part of the
refurbishment project, undertaking repairs
for short-term use would represent poor value
for money and could delay progress toward
construction.

Starting construction in February 2027 will
allow the project to take advantage of favour-
able weather conditions and help optimise the
overall construction programme timeframe.

Councillor Diane Calvert, Chair of Wel-
lington City Council’s Te Taurapa Planning
and Finance Committee, says it’s great
to see work starting this year after a long cam-
paign by the community to save the pool.

“The pool is over 100 years and has only
had one major upgrade in its history, back
in the 1960s.

“This is more than a community pool.

“It is treasured by locals and used by peo-
ple across the city as it forms the gateway up

to Mount Kaukau, one of the most popu-
lar tracks in Wellington,” Cr Calvert says.

Chief Operating Officer James Roberts says
the decision will be disappointing for some
residents, but it is an important step in
delivering the refurbished facility as re-
quested with feedback during community
engagement.

“We know the 101-year-old Khandal-
lah Pool is a much-loved community facility
and that many people were looking forward
to seeing it re-open this coming summer,
but the project is now moving into a critical
phase.

“Keeping the site closed will allow us
to complete the investigations and pre-
paratory work needed ahead of construc-
tion, and avoid investing in repairs to
facilities that are due to be replaced.”

As agreed by the Council in the Annual
Plan, the project will proceed with the op-
tion to remediate the swimming pool within
abudget of $7.5 million, as identified in the
technical review completed in 2024/25.

This delivers on the Council’s Triennium
Plan agreement to uphold the Long-term
Plan commitment to Khandallah Pool with
funding for the lower-cost refurbishment op-
tion.

The planned refurbishment project will
deliver an improved facility for the Khandal-
lah community and help support the pool’s
long-term future.

While the project is in the development
stage, the pool will continue to operate.

in Johnsonville

WARWICK BUNNING

MOTORS

Mazda 6
Station Wagon
NZ New

$7,990

2012 Toyota
Aqua Hybrid
52,000km

$9,990

Phone 021 043 6851
26 Johnsonville Road
Down the lane behind Johnsonville Post Office

Picture a person wearing hearing aids. What
do you see? What do they look like? How much
did they pay for them? Do they look like you?

The intuitive answers to these questions for many
New Zealanders highlight the barriers preventing
nearly 500,000 people with hearing loss from
seeking treatment and improving their quality
of life. That's 58% of New Zealanders living with
hearing loss who don't wear hearing aids. With
an aging population, the prevalence of untreated
hearing loss will only increase if these myths
are not addressed. The team at Triton Hearing
Johnsonville are on a mission to change this,

smashing misconceptions, one barrier at a time.
Located at 120 Johnsonville Road, our inviting
space is where your journey to better hearing
begins. From a warm welcome at the front desk
to personalised care from our experienced audi-
ologists, Triton Hearing Johnsonville promises a
supportive environment every step of the way.
Together, the team at Triton Hearing Johnsonville
is committed to delivering better hearing
solutions with outstanding care and support.
With experience across everything from:

Free hearing checks, tinnitus management,
hearing aid fittings and providing expert
funding guidance.

As part of Triton Hearing's Better Hearing
Guarantee, clients have access to the very latest
advancements in hearing technology — ensuring
solutions are tailored to individual lifestyles,
environments and levels of hearing loss.

One of the newest innovations available is the
Phonak Audéo™ Sphere. Designed for people
who regularly spend time in social settings, Audéo
Sphere uses advanced sound processing to help
prioritise speech while reducing background
noise. Whether it's dinner with friends, family
gatherings or busy cafés, it supports clearer
conversations and greater confidence in group
environments.

For those seeking a more discreet, custom-made
solution, the Phonak Virto™ R Infinio offers a
different approach. Individually moulded to sit
comfortably within the ear canal, Virto R Infinio
combines a secure, personalised fit with powerful
Al-driven sound technology. Suitable for mild
through to profound hearing loss, it delivers
natural sound clarity while remaining subtle and
comfortable for everyday wear — ideal for active
lifestyles or those who prefer an in-ear design.
Both options reflect how far hearing technology
has evolved — offering not just amplification, but
intelligent sound processing designed to support
real-world listening.

“Life with hearing aids is so much better. With the benefit
of bluetooth aids | can hear my cellphone clearly. When |
have the devices in the crickets or bell ringing stops and |
can hear the birds and noises of everyday life clearly. | like
the ability to control settings and it doesn’t matter if they
get a little wet in the rain.” - Triton Hearing Client

Now’s the time to give it a go! Pop in and meet the friendly
team to discover the amazing benefits of the latest hearing
technology.

Call 09 477 0777 to discuss your hearing with the
experts or book your free hearing check.

TRITON

HEARING

*Terms and conditions apply. To learn more, please
visit our website; www.tritonhearing.co.nz.
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Aspects of Tiaki Wai’s
billing experience and
public communication
should have been bet-
ter, the Tiaki Wai Board
Chair, Will Peet, said
in his report to the 28
August meeting of Te
Komiti Tiaki Wai/Part-
ners Committee.

“While the billing pro-
cess was largely success-
ful at a technical level,
the size and timing of the
bills created frustration
and concern for many
customers,” he said.

“Some of that reaction
was expected, because
customers are now seeing
the cost of water services
more directly.

“However we also ac-

knowledge that aspects of
the billing experience and
public communication
should have been better,
particularly where cus-
tomers received their wa-
ter bill before their rates
bill and could not easily
see that the change was
partly a shift from rates
to direct water charges,
rather than simply an
additional cost,” Mr Peet
said.

“Unsurprisingly, the
immediate lesson is that
technically correct billing
is not enough.

“Customers need clear,
timely and consistent in-
formation that explains
what has changed, why
it has changed, what is

Tiaki Wai billing
should have
been better

within Tiaki Wai’s con-
trol, what is inherited
from the previous year,
and where to go for sup-
port.

“Aside from our average
increase, the bill differ-
ences are primarily the
product of council rating
policies which it is appar-
ent that many people did
not understand, and this
represented one of the
largest areas of negative
feedback.

“We are taking that les-
son into the next billing
cycle and into the design
of the longer-term cus-
tomer care, billing and
pricing work,” Mr Peet
said.

PHOTO: A tulip growing in the Botanic Garden during spring. Photo: Welington City Council

Spring Festival at

Botanic Garden

Lots on in
Heritage Festival
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PHOTO: Halfway House, which will feature throughout the Wellington Heritage Festival.

Photo: Supplied.

The events taking place as
part of the 2026 Wellington
Heritage Festival have been
announced.

The festival will run from 4
October to 15 November.

Events are taking place
across the whole region, in-
cluding Kapiti, Wellington, the
Hutt Valley and the Wairarapa.

Events in the ‘Independent
Herald’ circulation area in-
clude:

Historic Johnsonville Walk-
ing Tour from 10:30am to
noon on 26 October, starting
from the Johnsonville Meth-
odist Cemetery.

Heritage Thorndon Guided
Walk, at Old St Paul’s Murphy
Street, from 1:15pm to 3:30pm
on 24 October, and 1 and 7
November.

Friends of Karori Cemetery:
Queerly Departed, 76 Old
Karori Road, from Ipm to 3pm
on 24 October.

Friends of Karori Cemetery:
Treasures from the Gully,
76 Old Karori Road, from
10:30am to 12:05pm on 26
October.

Hangman’s Noose tour, Ka-
rori Cemetery, 76 Old Karori
Road, from 10am to 12:30pm

on 24 October.

Friends of Karori Cemetery:
Evening Tour, 15 Rosehaugh
Avenue, from 8pm to 9:45pm
on 30 October.

‘Tones of Silence’, public
talks at Futuna Chapel, 62 Fu-
tuna Close, Karori, from 2pm
to 4pm on 1 and 8 November.

“Tones of Silence’, exhibition
at Futuna Chapel, 62 Futuna
Close, from 1lam to 3pm on
31 October and 1 November.

Lilburn House open day, 22
Ascot Street, Thorndon, from
Ipm to 4pm on 25 October.

Anevening with Wellington’s
Ghosts, 3 Mulgrave Street,
Thorndon, from 7:30pm to
9pm on 28 October.

Halfway House heritage
garden self-guided tour, 246
Middleton Road Glenside, at
any time during the festival.

Rita Angus Cottage open
day, 194a Sydney Street West,
from noon to 4pm on 25 Oc-
tober.

‘Who was Dr Leonard Cock-
ayne?, Otari Wilton’s Bush
visitors centre, 150 Wilton
Road, from 7:30pm to 8:30pm
on 3 November.

Heritage Trees in the Botanic
Garden, 101 Glenmore Street,

Kelburn, from 1:30pm to
2:30pm on 31 October.

Katherine Mansfield House
and Garden open day, 25 Ti-
nakori Road, Thorndon, from
10am to 4pm on 25 October.

Talk: Unfolding Thorndon in
the Thomas Ward Map, 25 Ti-
nakori Road, Thorndon, from
11am to noon on 25 October.

There’s Gold in Them Thar
Hills: Terawhiti Station Tour,
220 South Makara Road, from
9:45am to 3pm on 31 October.

Dr Leonard Cockayne’s
vision for Otari, 150 Wilton
Road, from 2pm to 3:30pm on
25 October.

Randell Cottage annual open
day, 14 St Mary Street, Thorn-
don, from 1pm to 4pm on 25
October.

All About Foliage, 101
Glenmore Street, Kelburn,
from 1:30pm to 2:30pm on 7
November.

Makara’s Historic Buidlings,
366 Makara Road, from 10am
to 4pm on 24 and 25 October.

To discover the full list of
events, visit the Festival web-
site at wellingtonheritagefesti-
val.nz/events.

A month-long Spring Festival comes to
Wellington’s Botanic Garden Nga Mara
o Poneke throughout September.

There wll be open days, guided walks,
talks and experiences across Wellington
Gardens, alongside new collaborations
with Verb Readers and Writers Festival
and Te Matapihi ki te Ao Nui .

The 2026 programme also welcomes
the Ahikaea, a major new series of free

events bringing together voices from
Aotearoa and the Pacific to celebrate
koanga through culture, creativity and
connection.

Picnic Cafe will be re-opening in the
Botanic Garden just in time for everyone
to celebrate spring.

Tickets and information is available
at wellingtongardens.nz/events/spring-
festival-te-wa-o-te-koanga.

p— T -
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Johnsonville Club — great food, great
value and great company

Located at 1 Norman Lane, Vista Café
& Bistro at the Johnsonville Club offers
affordable, delicious meals in a warm
setting. Enjoy roast dinners, lasagne, satay
chicken and more, with brunch and lunch
served Tuesday to Saturday, including
popular eggs benedict.

Vista Café & Bistro aims for affordable,
family friendly, delicious meals with a
range of dining to suit everyone.

The club is the perfect place to connect,
offering activities like golf, darts, poker,
dance, snooker and pool.

Housie is a midweek favourite — easy,
social and full of laughs. Held first and
third Wednesdays, tickets from 7:00pm,
eyes down 7:30pm.

The Club has parking but is also close
enough to taxis, buses, and the train for a
worry-free way home.

Chill out at the Innkeeper

Locals regard the Innkeeper as an am-
bient and friendly pub setting, where
the staff are eager to learn your name,
and prepare your favourite drink from
their extensive range!

With summer starting to sizzle now is
the time to experience the friendliness
and character of the Innkeeper!

The restaurant features hand-
cut steaks, roast beef, pork belly,

mouth-watering burgers, the best
fried chicken, and plenty of kids’ meal
options.

They specialize in catering for large
groups, fundraisers, and birthday par-
ties. Contact them today to organise
your next outing!

Enjoy a Guinness, craft beer, or top
shelf spirits at a bar leaner or at the
seating under the sunny verandah.

9 FREE COOKIE ror everr

~ FOOTLONG ORDER
— ON EVERY —

ZAMPELLES

in Johnsonville Mall

OPEN FROM 8AM
9AM SUNDAYS

THE GOOD
TIMES

GREAT MEALS,
DRINKS AND SERVICE

PROUD SPONSORS OF NWFC

Open 7 days

11-13 Broderick Rd, Johnsonville

Ph: 04 478 9753

Beat the cost-of-living crisis with our
af'fordable member only prices!

Johnsonville Club

Join Now!

 PrIcRs

Enjoy our facilities and activities including:

Bistro
Membership Draw Texas Hold'em
Raffles
Live Entertainment

Bowls
TAB
Poolf/Snooker
Family Friendly

Quizzes

Venue Hire
Darts
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Story of Anna
Pavlova’s visit

A presentation of the visit of
Anna Pavlova and her ballet
company to New Zealand
in 1926 will be made at Te
Matapihi ki te Ao Nui Central
Library from 5:30pm to 6:30
pm on Tuesday 8 September.

Two dance historians, Jen-
nifer Shennan and Ian Loch-
head, will be in conversation
about this visit 100 years later.

Anna Pavlova (1881-1931),
the namesake of the famous
dessert, was a Russian prima
ballerina who toured her com-
pany several times around the
world.

Her tour of New Zealand was
met with great enthusiasm, and
she performed a phenomenal
38 shows in 39 days.

The historians will shine a
light of the significance of this
tour, lesser-known stories, and

connections to local history.

Jennifer Shennan is the au-
thor of significant books on the
history of New Zealand dance,
and co-editor, with Anne
Rowse, of The Royal New
Zealand Ballet at Sixty (2013)
published by Te Herenga Waka
Victoria University Press.

Ian Lochhead was Associate
Professor of Art History at
the University of Canterbury
in Christchurch and has pub-
lished extensively on New
Zealand architecture. lan has
written and published dance
reviews for many years.

A series of events will be held
at Wellington libraries during
Dying Matters Week. Which
runs from 7 to 13 September.

Wellington City Libraries
has teamed with Go With
Grace to bring a series of

enlightening discussions on
end-of-life matters.

This is part of a national
series of Dying Matters Week
events.

The full programme Welling-
ton City Libraries programme
is at www.wcl.govt.nz/news/
dying-matters-week-events-at-
wellington-city-libraries/.

All events are free and seat-
ing is limited. Wellington City
Libraries encourages people to
arrive early to secure a seat.

Nau mai ra tatou katoa. Eve-
ryone is welcome.

PHOTO: Anna Pavlova. Photo: S
P Andrew, courtesy of National
Dance Archive Collection.

Talk to your
LOCAL PHARMACY

KELBURN
PHARMACY

Opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am-5.30pm,
Sat 9am-2pm

1 Upland Road, Kelburn

Phone 04 475 9512
Email: Kelburn@psl2022.nz

Unichem®

Johnsonville

Ear piercing
Instant Passport photos
Vaccinations

Diagnostic + Health
checks

Unit dose packaging
Smoking Cessation

Mon - Fri: 9am - Zpm
Sat: 9am - 6pm
Sun: 10am - 5pm
59 Johnsonville Road
P:04 477 9513
F: 04 477 1963

Located between
Countdown & the Warehouse
Johnsonville

Understanding Cholesterol

Cholesterol (mat ngako) is a fat-like substance
found in your blood. Your body needs some
cholesterol to work properly. It helps build cells and
hormones and plays a role in digesting fats. Cho-
lesterol comes from two sources: your liver makes
most of it, while some comes from the food you eat.
However, having too much cholesterol in your blood
can be harmful. High cholesterol can increase

| your risk of a heart attack or stroke because it can

cause fatty deposits to build up inside your arteries.
Types of cholesterol

There are two main types of cholesterol: LDL
(low-density lipoprotein)and HDL (high-density
lipoprotein).

LDL is often called “bad” cholesterol.

When LDL levels are too high, cholesterol can
build up in the walls of your arteries. Over time, this
can form hard fatty deposits called plaque. Plaque
can narrow the arteries and, if it breaks away and
blocks blood flow, can cause a heart attack or stroke.
HDL is known as “good” cholesterol. It helps carry
excess LDL cholesterol away from the arteries and

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

Johnsonville Medical
Centre Pharmacy

OPENING HOURS:

Mon-Wed: 8:30am - 8pm
Thurs/Fri: 8:30am - 6:00pm. Sat: 9:30am - 12:30pm

2 Trafalgar Street, JOHNSONVILLE

Michele Thompson
Phone: 920-8844

back to the liver, where it can be processed and
removed from the body.

What are triglycerides?

Triglycerides are another type of fat in your
blood. Your body turns unused calories into
triglycerides and stores them in fat cells. Levels
can remain high when you regularly consume
more energy than your body needs, particularly
from refined sugars, sweets, baked foods, white
bread, sugary drinks and alcohol. High triglycerides
can also contribute to fatty plaque in the arteries.
Getting your cholesterol checked

The only way to know your cholesterol levels is
through a blood test, sometimes called a lipid profile
or lipid test. It measures cholesterol and triglycerides.
If'you have never had a cholesterol test, talk to your
doctor or nurse about when you should have one.
You may need testing earlier or more often if you
have a family history or other risk factors for heart
attack or stroke.

How can you lower cholesterol?

You can help lower cholesterol by eating more
vegetables, fruit, wholegrains and high-fibre foods,
while limiting saturated fats and added sugar.
Regular physical activity, maintaining a healthy
weight, avoiding smoking and limiting alcohol can
also support heart health. Some people may also
need cholesterol-lowering medicine prescribed by
their doctor.

MANAGING HIGH
CHOLESTEROL

El.t!:l.q_ﬂﬂj' Fhmmu-:,-

Unichem Cuba Mall

122 Cuba Mall « P: 384 6856 « F: 382 9180

——— e




WE ARE BUYING NOW!

UNWANTED OR BROKEN GOLD & SILVER
JEWELLERY, COINS, WAR MEDALS,
OLD BANKNOTES AND VINTAGE WATCHES

DO YOU HAVE ANY OF THE ABOVE?

GETTING OLDER? NEED TO START GETTING RID OF THINGS?
THEN ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS...

Shouldn’t | be selling now at these extremely high gold and silver prices?

Isn’t money better off in my pocket rather than having things sitting around?

Will the kids or grandchildren really want or appreciate them?

Shall | give them the items or give them the money instead?

Will a museum really want them considering how much they already have in storage?
Will they be secure in an earthquake or other disaster?

Do | have the expertise or inclination to try and sell them myself on the internet?

YOU KNOW THE ANSWERS - WE WANT TO BUY - SO CASH IN NOW!

JOHN BERTRAND (COLLECTABLES) LIMITED

LEVEL 1, HARCOURT'S BUILDING
215 MAIN ROAD, TAWA
WELLINGTON 5028

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE — AMPLE FREE STREET PARKING
Please bring suitable photo ID and bank account details

Tel: 04 232 9832 Or email: info@bertrand.co.nz

!

k COLLECTABLES LTD

John Bertrand - The Trusted name in Numismatics Since 1965

g Members of the Australasian
B > Numismatic Dealers Association
I and the New Zealand Numismatic
Dealers Association
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! Actlive Feet Pod

= Retractable Roofs

o Ziptraks

e Awnings

= Shutters

¢ Thermacells
Timber Blinds
Roller Blinds
Vertical Blinds
Curtains And Tracks

Ph: 04 472 8696
Luewnd 2. 85 Tha Terrscs,

e Bt 011

Togmpunite flrert Mo owl Sarc Tramr

ALBATROSS

BLUE SEPTEMBER

RAISING AWARENESS TO FIGHT PROSTATE CANCER

Blue September:
A month to talk
about men’s health

September is Blue September
— a month dedicated to raising
awareness of prostate cancer and
encouraging men to take a more
active role in their health.

Prostate cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed cancer
affecting New Zealand men,
and thousands of men and their
families are impacted by it every
year. While it is more common as
men get older, knowing the signs,
understanding personal risk and
having conversations with a
doctor can make an important
difference.

One of the challenges with
prostate cancer is that there may
be no obvious symptoms in its
early stages. When symptoms do
occur, they can include needing
to urinate more often, difficulty
starting or stopping urination, a
weak or interrupted flow, or blood

in the urine or semen. These
symptoms can also be caused by
other conditions, so they don’t
necessarily mean cancer — but
they are worth discussing with a
health professional.

Age, family history and ethnic-
ity can all influence a man's risk.
Men with a close relative who
has had prostate cancer may have
a higher risk and should talk to
their doctor about when screening
or further assessment may be
appropriate.

Blue September is also a re-
minder that looking after your
health isn't just about one par-
ticular disease. Regular exercise,
maintaining a healthy weight,
eating a balanced diet, avoiding
smoking and keeping alcohol
intake within recommended
limits can all contribute to better
overall wellbeing.

Perhaps most importantly, men
are encouraged to speak up. It
can be easy to put off a doctor's
appointment, particularly when
life is busy or when talking
about personal symptoms feels
uncomfortable. But a simple con-
versation could be an important
first step.

For partners, families and
friends, Blue September provides
an opportunity to encourage the
men in their lives to make their
health a priority — not with
pressure, but with support.

This September, wear blue, start
a conversation and encourage the
men around you to know their
health, understand their risk and
seck medical advice if something
doesn't feel right.

Because looking after your
health isn't something to put off
until tomorrow.

Lance the Locksmlth

-" « Locks Fitted / Replaced

ROOFINGE

M: 021 321 446 E: jamie@albatrossroofing.co.nz
WELLINGTON | KAPITI COAST | HUTT VALLEY

Craig Burrows

Wellington Franchise Owner
J&P Partners Ltd

M: 021 490 486 E: craig@exceed.co.nz

42A James Cook Drive | Whitby Wellington 5024

» Remove Broken Keys
¥ ° Emergency Locksmith

PROUD to Support
BLUE SEPTEMBER

Phone Number 021 188 8048

exceed

we fix windows & doors

0800 25 25 00

www.exceed.co.nz § fi(e]
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BLUE SEPTEMBER

RAISING AWARENESS TO FIGHT PROSTATE CANCER

Local support available for
Prostate Cancer

People affected by prostate cancer across
the community can access trusted, com-
passionate support through local Prostate
Cancer Foundation New Zealand (PCFNZ)
support leads.

Whether someone has recently been
diagnosed, is undergoing treatment, living
beyond prostate cancer, or supporting a loved
one, PCFNZ representatives are available to
provide connection and support for individ-
uals and their whanau.

Each local support lead brings lived ex-
perience and a strong understanding of the
prostate cancer journey.

NZ footballers
rally to support
Blue September

It's September — and time to remember
All Whites skipper Steve Sumner and his
legacy with Prostate Cancer.

Once again, the calendar has rolled
around to September — the month in
which football supporters help promote
awareness of ways to combat prostate
cancer.

Support can include regular group meet-
ings, informal connections and one-on-one
conversations, allowing people to choose an
approach that best suits their needs.

Those seeking support are encouraged to
find their local PCFNZ contact and get in
touch when they feel ready.

While local support leads can provide
understanding, connection and practical
support, people with questions about medical
treatment should speak with their usual
healthcare provider, who is best placed to
provide clinical advice.

Prostate Cancer Support

Are you living with prostate cancer, or caring for someone
who is? You don't have to go through it alone. A community
of others, who've been there too, are here for youw.

For information or a chat contact

Support Coordinators Graeme Coutts & Bill Guthrie
P: 022 674 7832 (Graeme) 027 247 5427 (Bill)

E lowerhutt@prostate.org.nz

© Individual support & information
@ Monthly support group meetings
@ Family and whanou welcome

© Prost-FIT exercise group

Jenkins Gym, 497 Hutt Rd, Alicetown
Contact Prost-FIT Trainer Daisy Hutton
P; 027 334 9522 E: daisy.hutton@tbihealth.co.nz

Prostate Cancer

Foundation NZ

0BO0 66 0800
prostate.org.nz

Brendon Motors
KARORI

PROUDLY SUPPORTING
PROSTATE CANCER

AWARENESS MONTH

144 Karori Road
P: (04) 476 8338

MYQS Supports;
Prostate Cancer.
Awareness Month

Ensure your build
project is set to go!

See us for:
- Insurance Rebuild Options Ff
- Strengthening
- Tender Preparations My Qs
- Trade Schedules

www.myqsconsultants.nz
QUANTITY SURVEYORS
Ph: 04-568 6977
55 Cuba Street, Petone, Lower Hutt

Unichem Cuba Mall Pharmacy

Raising Awareness of
Prostate Cancer

Your one-stop shop. Gift, wrap and Post!

Open 7 days 122cubaMall
P: 384 6856 « F: 382 9180 E: office@cubamall.unichem.co.nz

Mon- Fri 8am-6pm Sat 9-5 Sun and
Public Holidays 10-5

dem” ® oo
ARWICK BUNNIN
W MOTORS G

PROUD TO

SUPPORT
PROSTATE CANCER
AWARENESS
MONTH

Warwick Bunning Motors has
35 listings for sale on Trade Me right
now. Find detailed vehicle information,
prices, photos, descriptions,
and information.

Phone 021 043 6851

26 Johnsonville Road
Down the lane behind Johnsonville Post Office

STEVE FEJOS
Supporting dignity,

respect, safety, and
care for seniors.

Steve Fejos M 027 562 1777 E sfejos@loweandco.nz

U/////////////////I

CLEAR Rir

| Head Office
B8 Sydney 5t,
Petone, Lower Hutt 5012
Jason Nicol

Ashestos Management Ltd

| Mohbile: 027 775 5005

Clear Air is proudly certified in
A
(ﬁ)

ITlsﬂFE
{ MEMBER)

e &
B0 48001

SITE

100% > 2026/27

TSTIKA H\FAMANZ

Proudly supporting BLUE SEPTEMBER
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Buig Now

% A_\II Gold Jewellery

\ %J{( #‘ Coin and Banknote

Collections and accumulations

Antique, Estate,
and Modern Jewellery

Silver and Gold Bullion

All Vintage and Old Watches

Are you moving, downsizing, or worried about security?
No longer collecting? Family not interested?

Would the money be more useful to you?

Please come and see us in our permanent store for an
“on the spot” appraisal and offer.

Visit Us Store Open Hours

Heritage Gold Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 2:30pm Heritage
Imperial Park, Unit 81, Thursday: 9:30am - 4pm °
41 Bouverie Street, No appointment necessary.

Petone, Lower Hutt.
Next to Gilmours & Mitre 10.

Imperial Park

ALWAYS
BUYING
AND
SELLING

Phone +64 21074 9410
Email Hannah@heritagegold.nz
Web www.heritagegold.nz

Scan the QR code
for directions to E‘. tifm

Heritage GOld our store.

Family owned, Fourth generation, Fully licenced
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Exhibition confronts endometriosis cost

Endo Warriors Aotearoa and
photographer Ainsley Duyv-
estyn-Smith will present ‘Now
You See Me’, a free photographic
exhibition exploring the lived
realities of endometriosis, at Thistle
Hall Community Gallery from § to
13 September.

Combining powerful portraiture
with personal storytelling, the
exhibition centres diverse bodies,
genders and identities while reveal-
ing experiences frequently hidden
from public view.

The stories address chronic
illness, persistent pain, surgery,

infertility, menstrual health and
experiences within the healthcare
system.

Together they challenge narrow
stereotypes and invite visitors to
see the lives behind the statistics.

For Endo Warriors Aotearoa
founder and Charity Director
Yessenia Sandoval, the exhibition
is deeply personal.

Yessenia was diagnosed with
endometriosis at 20 following
her first miscarriage. Her health
journey has since included chronic
pain, multiple surgeries, infertility,
eight miscarriages and an ectopic

pregnancy.

After undergoing a hysterectomy
in 2019, Yessenia developed a seri-
ous infection and spent an extended
period in hospital. In early 2020,
she was medically retired and
could no longer continue working
full time.

“Endometriosis did not just give
me painful periods. It affected
my health, my relationships, my
pregnancies, my ability to work
and the way I saw myself,” she says.

“Much of what I was experiencing
remained invisible. ‘Now You See
Me’ asks visitors to pause, look

and listen — to recognise what
those with endometriosis may be
carrying behind an appearance of
being well.”

The exhibition was created by
Ainsley Duyvestyn-Smith, an
empowerment portrait photogra-
pher, visual storyteller and health
advocate who also lives with en-
dometriosis.

“Photography has the power to
help someone reclaim how their
body and story are represented,”
Ainsley says.

“These portraits are not about
reducing anyone to an illness.

They are about identity, strength,
vulnerability and the right to be
witnessed on your own terms.”

Accessibility is a core part of the
exhibition.

Seating, accessible exhibition
guides, clear signage and inclusive
design will be available, alongside
scheduled low-sensory viewing
periods.

Admission is free, with a koha
being welcomed. For more infor-
mation visit https://endowarrior-
saotearoa.nz/now-you-see-me/.

Talk on Tinakori Road history

Gabor Toth will present on
the residents of Tinakori Road
when Katherine Mansfield’s
family lived there at the next

+ meeting of the Wellington
=_ Branch of the NZ Society of

Genealogists.

' The meeting will be held on
. Wednesday 16 September at
| 7:30pm at the Johnsonville
Bowling Club, 34 Frankmoore
Avenue.

‘The Butcher, the Baker, and
the Beauchamps: A look at the

75’ is the title of the talk.

Gabor Toth has been the
Local History Specialist at
Wellington City Libraries for
more than 25 years.

While researching the histo-
ry behind a City Council deci-
sion in the early 20th century
to re-number all the properties
in Tinakori Road, Gabor was
struck by the diversity in the
occupations of residents in
the area.

This led him to concentrate

the Thorndon area after living
in Karori for five years.

They shifted into a grand vil-
la at 75 Tinakori Road which
was later renumbered No 133
(and eventually demolished
for the construction of the
motorway).

Gabor will talk about how
the mixed nature of the neigh-
bourhood was something
Mansfield later drew upon in
some of her best-known short
stories.

“Coffee, tea, and biscuits
are available from 7pm, and
our friendly members will be
happy to chat with you,” the
branch says.

“If you would like some help
with your own family history
research, please ask us at our
pre-meeting informal discus-
sion group and help session
which starts from 6pm.”

The meeting should finish
between 8.30 and 9 pm.

For more information on the

demographics and residents of
Tinakori Road and the nearby
area when Katherine Mans-
field’s family lived at number

on the period when Katherine
Mansfield’s father, Sir Harold
Beauchamp, made the deci-
sion to move his family back to

LOCAL TRADES

TRUST OCAL
Fiv

This talk is aimed at a gener-
al audience and is free.

Visitors are very welcome at
all the branch’s meetings.

- = Fan ! s society visit www.wellington-
PHOTO: Number 75 Tinakori Road, photographed about genealogy.org.
three to five years before Katherine Mansfield's family

moved in. Photo: Supplied.

Your local
trusted
community
newspaper!

- we get results!

Phone BRENDA today on 021 640 152 or email brenda@wsn.co.nz

CARPET & VINYL

BUILDERS

* Professional ° reliable
* high-quality work
* licensed building practitioners

SALEX"

For A No Obligation FREE
MEASURE & QUOTE
7 Strathmore Ave, Strathmore Park, Wellington

Ph: (04) 388 7969
E: dmcarpets@gmail.com

PLUMBING

CRAFTSMAN

PLUMBER

Certified Plumber and Drainlayer
Graham Plumbing & Drainage Ltd

Plumbing. Drainlaying. Roofing and
Spouting. Blocked drains. Burst pipes.
Repairs and Leaks. Black Dux Qest pipe
replacement. Maintenance. Kitchens.
Bathrooms. Replacing hot water cylinders.

Phone 027 4574 999 or 970 2409
Email: jokagraham3@gmail.com,,,

Our services include home renovations, alterations,
kitchens, bathrooms, maintenance and repairs.
No job is too small.

Ph: 04 390 1351

www.citybuilders.co.nz

PAINTER

Craham’s Painters

Exterior / Interior
Experienced tradesmen and large team

Winter is here!!!
Now is the time to get your
House Exterior painted before
the Summer rush
Available for Interior work too.

Herald

Phene (04) 587 1660

| ~ Pensioner Discounts ~

Email: grahamspaintersnz@gmail. com
www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph (04) 564 9202 or 021 183 9492

www.independentherald.co.nz
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Historic crackdown on Tiaki Wai

Wellingtonians will get independent scrutiny of
how Tiaki Wai spends their money, with the Govern-
ment imposing tougher regulation on the region’s
water services provider, Local Government Minister
Simon Watts and Commerce and Consumer Affairs
Minister Cameron Brewer have announced.

The Government has accepted a Commerce Com-
mission recommendation to impose performance
requirement regulation on Tiaki Wai for the next
10 years.

This is the first time this tool has been used on a
water services provider in New Zealand.

“Wellingtonians are being asked to pay a great deal,
and they are entitled to know exactly what they are
getting for it,” Mr Watts says.

“Decades of local underinvestment have left
this region with water networks that are not up to
standard, and the cost of fixing them is now landing
directly on households.

“Given the scale of investment required, strong
accountability is essential.

(Grahamgs]
Painters

Get your
House Exterior
and Interior
painted!
Experienced tradesmen
and large team
~ Pensioner Discounts ~

E: grahamspaintersnz
@gmail.com
W: www.grahamspainters.nz
Ph:(04) 564 9202
021183 9492

WHATS
ON

Onslow Historical Society
Our historical centre at 86
Khandallah Road is open
every Sunday afternoon
from 1-4pm. Come along
to learn about local his-
tory.

“The Government will be watching Tiaki Wai
very closely.

“I have a low threshold for considering further
intervention if we do not see clear and sustained
performance improvements,” Mr Watts says.

“This is about restoring confidence that the money
being collected is delivering the infrastructure and
services people have been promised.”

“Under Local Water Done Well, water charges are
ring-fenced,” Mr Brewer says.

“For years the cost of water services was buried
inside rates while networks were left to deteriorate
— which is partly why Wellington ended up here.

“Transparency on its own is not enough.

“The Commission—which is the sector’s independ-
ent regulator — needs to be able to do more than
publish information, and that’s why we are giving
it the power to set binding requirements on Tiaki
Wai’s performance.

“That means the Commission can specify what

Tiaki Wai must deliver and by when, giving greater
assurance that major investments are prioritised ap-
propriately, delivered effectively, and are achieving
the outcomes Wellingtonians are paying for.

“The Commission has signalled its initial focus
will be the critical, high-risk projects Tiaki Wai has
already committed to,” Mr Brewer says.

“Tiaki Wai faces an estimated $25 billion of
investment over the next 30 years.

“That is an enormous amount of other people’s
money, and Wellingtonians are entitled to expect it
goes into pipes and treatment plants.

“This is hard accountability, enforced by an
independent regulator with real teeth.

“It is part of this Government’s plan

to fix the basics and build the future, so
the money Kiwis hand over buys them
the services they were promised,” Mr
Brewer says.

Funeral Directors Funeral Directors

We make a difficult
time a little easier

Share your funeral wishes with Eva
at The Wilson Funeral Home

Karori

142 Karori Road
(by appointment only)
04 476 5292
Newtown

375 Adelaide Road

04389 6069

Eva Rippon: eva@twfh.co.nz | twfh.co.nz

Johnsonville
4 Moorefield Road
04 477 4025

Guardian

Funeral Home

Tawa
157 Main Road
04 232 1588

Open by appointment only

www.gfh.co.nz
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(’{'ﬁ)’t Otari School

OTARI SCHOOL ENROLMENT
FEBRUARY 2027

Otari School Board of Trustees is limited in the
number of places it is able to offer students as a conse-
quence of operating an enrolment scheme, details of
which are available at the school office.
‘The Board has determined that there are limited places
available for children wanting to enrol in our English
medium classes in 2027. Spaces are limited to the
Original Strand and are available for students in Years
lto8.
If the number of out of zone applicants exceeds the
number of places available, students will be selected
by ballot, following the Ministry of Education defined
priority order:

1. Siblings of current students

2.Siblings of former students

3. Children of former students

4. Children of board or staff

5.All other applicants
The deadline for receipt of applications is Thursday 17
September. Applicants will be notified of the outcome
of applications before Friday 25 September 2026.
If a ballot for out of zone places is required, it will be
held on Monday 21 September..
Application forms are available from the Otari School
office: phone 475-3018 or email office@otari.school.nz.
(lifford Wicks
Principal

PHOTO: Protesters marching on Parliament to raise issues about Tiaki Wai on
20 August. Photo: Supplied.

Churton
Park

School

Churton Park School Enrolment
Out of Zone Enrolment for 2027

The Board of Trustees invites applications from parents
who wish to enrol “Out of Zone” students at Churton
Park School. Churton Park School is governed by an
enrolment scheme, details of which are available on the
school website.

The Board of Trustees have approved 40 Out of Zone
vacancies in 2027. Applications are made on the official
enrolment form, which is available at the school office
or online enrolment on the school website. The
deadline for receipt of applications for out of zone
places is Friday 16" October 2026 at 3pm. If a ballot for
out of zone places is required, it will be held on
Wednesday 21 October 2026. Parents will be informed
of the outcome of the ballot within three working days
of the ballot being held.

If you live in the home zone and have not yet signalled
your intention to enrol your child, please contact the
school immediately to assist us to plan appropriately.

Please contact the school office, phone 04 4784282 for
details regarding the application process or email:
office@churtonpark.school.nz
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PHOTO The golfers are all smiles as they enjoy the Manor Park Golf Club’s course.

Summer escape at
Manor Park Golf Club

As the warmer months arrive in the
Greater Wellington region, golfers
seeking an easy local escape can
find it at Manor Park Golf Club in
Lower Hutt.

Tucked away in Lower Hutt along-
side the banks of the Hutt River,
this historic course combines a
welcoming community atmosphere
with an easy-walking layout suited
to summer rounds.

Golfers can enjoy tree-lined fair-
ways, native bush, picturesque hills
and the chance to spot local wildlife
along the way.

A flexible summer membership is
available from $425 for 9-hole play,
with an early-bird offer running from
1 September to 31 March.

The membership provides an
affordable option for golfers wanting
regular access to the course through-
out the warmer months.

Manor Park Golf Club is a great
course to choose this summer.

It provides a range of facilities and
amenities for both regular and casual
players, including comprehensive
practice areas for those looking
to sharpen their game, and after

a round, golfers can relax on the
modern ground-level summer deck
enjoying the clubhouse’s relaxed
hospitality at the Sprig Bar.

Whether the goal is to maintain a
handicap, improve a swing or simply
enjoy a weekend round in the sun,
the summer membership offers local
golfers a flexible way to make the
most of the season.

Golfers interested in joining can
contact Manor Park Golf Club to
secure their summer membership
and get out on the course.

PBA

Wadestown walk
back again

The Wadestown School
House and Garden Walk is
back again this year.

The walk, which is held
every three years, will take
place from 10am to 4pm on
Sunday 15 November.

“Wander through some of
Wadestown’s most beautiful
homes and gardens,” the
organisers say.

These homes and gardens
provide “a wonderful mix of
indoor and outdoor spaces
that reflect the neighbour-
hood’s character and crea-
tivity.

“This year’s walk spans an
inspiring range of houses,
from cleverly renovated spac-
es with fresh, contemporary
design to heritage homes that
honour their history.

“Two of the featured homes
will be serving refreshments
(included in your ticket), and
the much loved deli stall will
be back by popular demand.”

A community tradition for
nearly 30 years, the Wades-
town School House and
Garden Walk continues to
draw locals and visitors from
across the region.

PHOTO: One of the houses people will visit on the Wades-
town School House and Garden Walk. Photo: Supplied.

Tickets to the walk are available at www.wadestown.
school.nz/house-and-garden-walk-2026.

"
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Grenada North
playground
upgrade

By Frank Neill

Wellington City Council is seeking community input on the planned
upgrade of the Grenada North Play Area.

A concept plan has been developed, and the Council wants people to
view the plan, tell them what they like and what could be improved,
and why.

The plan is at www.letstalk wellington.govt.nz/grenada-north-play-
ground-renewal.

Feedback on the plan closes at midnight on 6 September.

The concept plan for the play area includes:

« alarger play module with a crawl tunnel, monkey bars, climbing
opportunities and two slides;

* a bowl spinner ¢ a swing set; ¢ a walk the plank seesaw;

« balance elements; * sensory panels; ® new safety surfacing; and

* amenity planting.

playground.

Design and carve your own piece to take
home with the help of our master carvers!
Plus learn about the significance of carving
in Maori culture.

T: 037556504
E: stevengwaliasi@gmail.com
W: www.bonznstonz.co.nz
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All Gold Jewellery

Coin and Banknote
Collections and accumulations

Antique, Estate,

and Modern Jewellery

Silver and Gold Bullion

All Vintage and Old Watches
T v

I o W M
3 |

Are you moving, downsizing, or worried about security?
No longer collecting? Family not interested?

Would the money be more useful to you?

Please come and see us in our permanent store for an
“on the spot” appraisal and offer.

Mitre 10

Visit Us Store Open Hours Mega Petone
Heritage Gold Mon - Fri: 9:30am - 2:30pm Hgiﬁﬁge

Imperial Park, Unit 81, Thursday: 9:30am - 4pm °

41 Bouverie Street, No appointment necessary.

Petone, Lower Hutt.
Next to Gilmours & Mitre 10.

Imperial Park

ALWAYS
BUYING
AND
SELLING

Phone +64 21074 9410
Email Hannah@heritagegold.nz
Web www.heritagegold.nz

Scan the QR code
for directions to E

Heritage GOld our store.

Family owned, Fourth generation, Fully licenced




