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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JUNE 13 

 

The Kerala Cabinet has approved the Priyadarshini Scheme, which provides free travel for women 
and transgender persons on Kerala State Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) ordinary bus services 
from 15 June 2026. 
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India won the SAFF (South Asian Football Federation) Women's Championship 2026 by defeating 
Bangladesh 3–1 in the final held in Goa. 
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The Excavation Zojila Tunnel project completed on 9 June 2026, bringing allweather connectivity 
between Kashmir and Ladakh closer. 
 It is being constructed between Baltal in Jammu & Kashmir and Minimarg in Ladakh on the 
Srinagar–Leh National Highway. 
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West Bengal became the 36th State to implement Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (AB-PMJAY), completing nationwide coverage.  
 AB-PMJAY provides health insurance coverage of up to ₹5 lakh per family per year for secondary 
and tertiary hospitalization 
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Heat Action Plan 2026  

❖ The Government of Tamil Nadu released the State Heat Action Plan (HAP) 2026 to reduce heat-
induced illnesses and strengthen heatwave preparedness across the State.  

❖ The plan provides a roadmap for heat-risk forecasting, preparedness, and decision-making 
through multi-sectoral collaboration.  

❖ It uses the Steadman Heat Index, which combines air temperature and relative humidity to assess 
human-perceived heat stress.  

❖ The plan includes hazard, exposure, vulnerability, and heat-risk assessments at village panchayat 
and urban ward levels. 

❖ It was prepared by the Tamil Nadu State Disaster Management Authority (TNSDMA) and the 
Tamil Nadu Disaster Risk Reduction Agency (TNDRRA).  

❖ The HAP recommends measures for heatwave management, hospital preparedness, and rapid 
response to heat-related illnesses. 
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BIS Norms for Tea Bags 

 ❖ The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) has issued standards for tea bags for the first time, banning 
the use of epichlorohydrin and chlorine bleaching.  

❖ Epichlorohydrin is a paper-strengthening chemical classified as a potential carcinogen. 

 ❖ Chlorine bleaching has been prohibited in the manufacture of tea bag paper. 

 ❖ The new standards prescribe safety, quality, labelling, and traceability requirements for tea bags. 

❖ The standards apply to tea bags made from filter paper, non-woven fabric, biodegradable 
materials, or other food-grade materials. 

 ❖ India’s tea bag market is estimated at around 500 million US dollars. 
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CJP – Animal Symbols  

❖ The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) is not a political party.  

❖ Even if it registers and asks for the cockroach as its election symbol, the Election Commission is 
unlikely to allow it.  

❖ The EC allots election symbols to parties and independent candidates as per the Election Symbols 
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968.  

❖ The candidates are allotted to the reserved symbol of their respective parties.  

❖ The EC allots symbols from a list of “free symbols”.  

❖ The independent candidates & unrecognised parties can request their choice of symbol from the 
list, but they are not assured of getting the same.  

 ❖ The EC list states that certain symbols can be allotted freely except in certain states and Union 



 

 
 
 
 

6 
 

Territories.  

❖ Different recognised parties in different states can use the same symbol, since there’s no rule 
against it, and they usually don’t compete.  

❖ Following representations from animal welfare activists in the 1990s, the EC stopped allotting 
animals as election symbols.  

❖ Some parties that received animal symbols before the ban continue to retain them.  

❖ The most prominent example is the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), which still uses the elephant as 
its reserved symbol.  

❖ Sub-section 3 of section 123 of the Representation of the People Act, 1951 lists what all are 
deemed to be corrupt practices for this Act.  

❖ No symbol allotted under this Act to a candidate shall be deemed to be a religious symbol or a 
national symbol for this clause. 

CJP –                   

❖ '                      ' (CJP)             ய            .  

❖                 ய ய      ,               ய       

                                  ,            ய         

              ய        .  

❖ '                  (                        )    , 1968'-

      ,            ய                 ய     

                                           .  

❖                                                

                        .  

❖            ய   "                  " (free symbols)      ய 

    ய                         .  

❖   ய                                                  

       ய                                            ; 

     ,                                               

                 .  

❖                         ய                         

                                                          

   ய          ய            .  

❖                                                        

            ய           ;                          

           ,                                

              .  

❖ 1990-                                               

         ,            ய                                 

               ய .  

❖                                                  , 

                                  .  

❖              ய                             (BSP)     ; 

             ய    ய                             

 ய          .  

❖ '                          , 1951'-         123-           3, 

                     ய                         

                       ய     .  

❖                                                      



 

 
 
 
 

7 
 

       ,                                             

         ய                          . 

 
BRICS Agriculture Meeting 2026 

 ❖ The BRICS Agriculture Meeting 2026 was held in Indore under India's BRICS Chairmanship to 
discuss key issues in the global agriculture sector.  

❖ The meeting focused on food security, farmer welfare, nutrition, and climatesmart agriculture.  

❖ Discussions covered agricultural trade, supply chains, digital agriculture, research, Artificial 
Intelligence (AI), and robotics.  

❖ The meeting was organized by the Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (DA&FW).  

❖ BRICS currently comprises 11 member countries: Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa, Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and Indonesia. 
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Global Heat-Risk Hotspots  

❖ A study by the University of Oxford ranked Bengaluru, Mumbai, Hyderabad, and Chennai among 
the world's top 50 urban centres facing significant heat risk.  

❖ It assessed heat risk based on heat exposure, population vulnerability, and coping capacity.  

❖ Hyderabad ranked among the world's 30 most heat-vulnerable cities with a heatrisk score of 0.68. 

❖ A total of 14 Indian cities featured among the world's top 50 urban centres facing significant heat 
risk  

❖ A study by the University of East Anglia found that Indian urban areas may warm about 45% 
faster than surrounding rural regions.  

❖ According to the Council on Energy, Environment and Water, over 76% of India's population faces 
high to very high risk from extreme heat. 
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The 125th edition of the French Open concluded in Paris, France, with Alexander Zverev (Germany) 
winning the Men’s Singles title and Mirra Andreeva (Russia) winning the Women’s Singles title. 
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World Accreditation Day (WAD) is observed globally every year on 9 June to promote the 
importance of accreditation in ensuring quality, safety, and reliability.  
o The theme for the year 2026 is “Innovation, Trust and Sustainability: The Power of 
Accreditation.” 
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SEZ Export Record 

 ❖ Tamil Nadu–Andaman & Nicobar Islands–Puducherry (TAP) region Special Economic Zones (SEZs) 
achieved their highest-ever exports in 2025–26.  

❖ Export earnings rose to a record ₹2.2 lakh crore, higher than ₹2.03 lakh crore in 2024–25. 

 ❖ The TAP region has 62 functional SEZs, including the Madras Export Processing Zone (MEPZ).  

❖ Total investment reached ₹82,844 crore, including ₹8,677.9 crore in Foreign Direct Investment 
(FDI).  

❖ Information Technology (IT) and Information Technology Enabled Services (ITES) accounted for 
88.4% of total exports.  

❖ India has 280 Special Economic Zones (SEZs), with Tamil Nadu leading with 51, followed by 
Telangana and Maharashtra (38 each). 
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