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  DAILY CURRENT AFFAIRS JULY 16 

 

• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari 
inaugurated the Lucknow-Kanpur Expressway in Unnao.  
• The 63-km-long expressway was built at a cost of about Rs 4,700 crore.  
• It reduces travel time between Lucknow and Kanpur from about three hours to 40 minutes.  
• It is the country's first barrier-less expressway with Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) 
cameras and FASTag readers for toll deduction.  
• Vehicles can run at a maximum speed of 120 km/h, and twowheelers are banned.  
• The toll for cars is Rs 275 from Lucknow to Kanpur.  
• The foundation stone was laid on 5 January 2022, and it was inaugurated on 13 July 2026 after 
about 1650 days of construction. 
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• The 2024 Statistics Report published by the Department of Economics and Statistics of Kerala 
recorded the state’s birth rate below 10 for the first time. 
 • The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) in Kerala was 9.64 in 2024, down from 11.06 in 2023.  
• The number of live births registered in 2024 was 3,44,766, compared to 3,93,231 in 2023.  
• The CBR declined by 1.42 during 2023–24 and by 1.47 during 2022–23, marking the sharpest 
annual declines since 1992. 
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• The 31st Divya Kala Mela was inaugurated on 14 July 2026 at Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata.  
• It was inaugurated by Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Virendra Kumar.  
• The eight-day event will continue till 22 July 2026.  
• Divya Kala Mela promotes products made by persons with disabilities (Divyang entrepreneurs).  
• The initiative was conceived in December 2022 and held in cities like Srinagar, Kochi, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Guwahati, Ahmedabad and Patna.  
• This edition is the first jointly organised by the Centre and the West Bengal government.  
• Around 40 stalls were set up, with major participation from West Bengal.  
• The Mela promotes self-reliance, dignity, economic empowerment and social inclusion for persons 
with disabilities. 
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• The 5th BIMSTEC National Security Advisers (NSAs) Meeting will be hosted by India in New Delhi 
on 16 July 2026.  
• BIMSTEC stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for MultiSectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation, a regional grouping of seven member states in South and South-East Asia. 
 • It was established in 1997 as BIST-EC and later renamed BIMSTEC.  
• Member states are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.  
• The BIMSTEC NSAs Meeting serves as a security dialogue mechanism covering issues like cyber 
security, terrorism, trafficking, transnational crime, and satellite cooperation.  
• Bangladesh, the current BIMSTEC chair, will participate with a delegation led by Prime Minister’s 
Defence Adviser Gen. (Retd.) Dr. A.K.M. Shamsul Islam.  
• India earlier hosted the First BIMSTEC Experts Group Meeting on Cyber Security in 2022 and the 
Second Meeting on 21 January 2025 in New Delhi.  
• The BIMSTEC Expert Group on Cyber Security works on an Action Plan for coordination and 
collaboration among member states 
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The Chief Justice of India (CJI) inaugurated the "Tower of Justice" in Gurugram, Haryana, a modern 
judicial complex with 56 courtrooms and digital infrastructure.  
● A modern judicial complex aimed at improving access to justice and judicial efficiency.  
● Equipped with 56 courtrooms and advanced digital facilities. CJI's Key Remarks  
● Judicial reforms should focus on efficient and impartial justice, not just speedy disposal of cases.  
● Justice must be accessible without financial, social or procedural barriers.  
● The judiciary should be modern, technology-driven, humane, and rooted in constitutional values. 
Judicial System in India  
● Supreme Court: Apex court; interprets the Constitution and protects Fundamental Rights.  
● High Courts: Highest courts at the State level. 
 ● District & Subordinate Courts: Handle civil, criminal and specialised matters. Major Challenges 
 ● Over 5 crore pending cases across Indian courts.  
● Large judicial vacancies (347 in High Courts; ~5,300 in District Courts).  
● Inadequate court infrastructure in many districts.  
● Low representation of women in the higher judiciary. Major Initiatives  
● e-Courts Mission Mode Project  
● National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)  
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● Electronic Supreme Court Reports (e-SCR) 
 ● Virtual Courts & Video Conferencing Department of Employment and Training 2  
● Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) – Arbitration, Mediation & Conciliation.  
● Fast Track Courts for speedy disposal of priority cases 
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Global Liveability Index 2026 Context The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) released the Global 
Liveability Index 2026.  
New Delhi ranked 120th among 173 cities, the highest among Indian cities. About  
● Published annually by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU).  
● Assesses 173 cities based on living conditions.  
● Evaluates 5 parameters: ○ Stability ○ Healthcare ○ Culture & Environment ○ Education ○ 
Infrastructure Key Highlights  
● Top City: Copenhagen (Denmark) – retained 1st position.  
● Average global score: 76.1/100.  
● Western Europe remained the best-performing region.  
● Least liveable city: Damascus (Syria). Top 10 Most Liveable Cities (2026) Rank City Country 1 
Copenhagen Denmark 2 Vienna Austria 3 Melbourne Australia 4 Sydney Australia 5 Zurich 
Switzerland 6 Geneva Switzerland 7 Osaka Japan 8 Adelaide Australia 9 Vancouver Canada 10 Tokyo 
Japan India's Performance  
● New Delhi: 120th (Score: 48.1) – highest-ranked Indian city in the index. 
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Freebies and State Fiscal Health Context States are increasingly announcing welfare freebies, raising 
concerns over fiscal sustainability. While the overall fiscal position of States remains stable, highly 
indebted States face rising fiscal stress.  
Fiscal Position of States  
● Combined fiscal deficit of States remained below 3% of GDP (FY2017–FY2024), except during the 
COVID-19 pandemic (4.1% in FY2021).  
● Fiscal deficit increased to 3.3% of GDP in FY2025 and is projected to remain at 3.3% in FY2026.  
● The 16th Finance Commission recommended retaining the fiscal deficit limit at 3% of Gross State 
Domestic Product (GSDP). Fiscal Deficit  
● Fiscal Deficit = Total Expenditure − (Revenue Receipts + Non-Debt Creating Capital Receipts)  
● Indicates the borrowing requirement of the government during a financial year. Freebies  
● Freebies are non-merit, consumption-oriented benefits provided without creating durable public 
assets, often aimed at immediate relief or electoral promises.  
● Section 123 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 treats bribery by a candidate as a 
corrupt practice.  
● S. Subramaniam Balaji v. State of Tamil Nadu (2013): The Supreme Court held that election 
promises by political parties do not amount to a corrupt practice under the RP Act, while 
emphasizing fiscal responsibility. Recent Trends  
● Spending on unconditional cash transfer schemes increased from 0.01% of GDP (FY2021) to 0.57% 
of GDP (FY2026 BE).  
● Jharkhand spends the highest share of its GSDP (≈2.1%) on unconditional cash transfers, followed 
by West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Maharashtra.  
● Odisha continues to maintain a revenue surplus while financing welfare schemes largely through 
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its own revenues. Concerns  
● Rising debt burden in fiscally weaker States.  
● Crowding out of capital expenditure on infrastructure, health and education.  
● Reduced fiscal flexibility during economic shocks and disasters.  
● Hidden fiscal risks due to off-budget borrowings and contingent liabilities. 
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