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¢ Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Union Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari
inaugurated the Lucknow-Kanpur Expressway in Unnao.

* The 63-km-long expressway was built at a cost of about Rs 4,700 crore.

¢ It reduces travel time between Lucknow and Kanpur from about three hours to 40 minutes.

e It is the country's first barrier-less expressway with Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR)
cameras and FASTag readers for toll deduction.

 Vehicles can run at a maximum speed of 120 km/h, and twowheelers are banned.

¢ The toll for cars is Rs 275 from Lucknow to Kanpur.

¢ The foundation stone was laid on 5 January 2022, and it was inaugurated on 13 July 2026 after
about 1650 days of construction.

e LUMSIGTLILS Sl60M SMNEFFT FTRIHTS FIM LM MID 0SS W FTeneuL]
CUMTEG6UTS S LLMHMILD QBH G EHFTMVS SleMM | NEFFT HIG) 6T &L
LT CWITIT 2_60T60TIT6Y (Unnao) LIG& FHudl6vL 68 CeoTT-&meoTLL T el emiyey&
FMem6eVeN S HMIH S 601618 S 60TIT.

63 &).10 Hemd Q& mevoTL. @\ IH S 6NlemT6& FTeMm6V & IOITIT erh. 4,700 G&ITLY.
QFevail6L L LLILLLSI.

e @)1 6VHCEUTIT LDMHMILD & TEOTLLIT @) 60 LU 6VITEOT LW 6voT CIH TS 60 &LOMTIT
e 6oTmI Loeootl G780l (B 1H Sl 40 BILAILBISGETTH S GHMMER M.

* & IT60I 1 LLIMGIS) 61ITE5 60T 6T6U0T LIGV6M & & 600TL M) LLLD (ANPR) G LOITITE & 61T LD M MILD
& 6158 &L L 60oTLD 6U (G560 LILIGM&ITEoT '&LIMeruGL.&' (FASTag) IfL[J&6iT

LT WM M Q& T6ooTL., [HITL.LG.60T (N&H6V &emL W MM (barrier-less) e emyey&
FITemev @) Sl6UM@GLD.

* @) 56V EUITE 6OT IS 6T LD6VOI 185 S &LILFLD 120 F).10 Ceud & FH 6V
QFLEVEVITID; @) (HF ST 6UITE 6UTTEIS EH 5 (& | ILDT) @) 6V6m6v.

e 605 CeTmeN O\ (HIH &I & TEITLLIT Q& 6V6UG M TEOT & T8 611 60T & MBISH &
&L_L6U0TLD €Ih. 275 )& LD.

* Q\SMGITET 19886V 2022 RevTeulfl 5 60T HITLLLILILL &I; &LOMT 1650
IHITL 86T &L (HLOMETL! LI6ooTl & @58 (G LM (&, 2026 23O em6v 13 3| 6TMI @) Sl

S MHS MeUSHSLILILL S
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¢ The 2024 Statistics Report published by the Department of Economics and Statistics of Kerala
recorded the state’s birth rate below 10 for the first time.

¢ The Crude Birth Rate (CBR) in Kerala was 9.64 in 2024, down from 11.06 in 2023.

¢ The number of live births registered in 2024 was 3,44,766, compared to 3,93,231 in 2023.

¢ The CBR declined by 1.42 during 2023-24 and by 1.47 during 2022—-23, marking the sharpest
annual declines since 1992.

e G yermelledr QUITIHETMSTFLD MM LeTerfluflwe siemm QeuerfludlL
2024- 941D 31,600TLY. M & TeoT L]eiTerflefleuy 9im)&emas ullev, Lommlev s & 6ot LmLIL]
& GLD (NS EOT(LPEMM TS 10-8(GLD (& 60 MEUTE LI LI 6u TG W 6iTermSl.

e Gayemmallev 2023-@) 6L 11.06-4,85 @\ (HHS QLOME 5L LNmLIL e& &L (CBR),
2024-@) 6V 9.64-31,8 5 (& 60 MH SI6TETS.

* 2023-@)6L 3,93,231- 94,5 @\ (HHS 22U B L60T LNMIHS (& L0 1H 60 S 861 60T

6T6UOT 600118 60 85, 2024-@) 6V 3,44,766-31,8 L1 LIS 6U TS L] 6ITeTS.

e QM5 5L NmLiL e & gL0meorsl 2023-24-@) 6V 1.42 L6618 @BLD, 2022-23-@) 6L
1.47 L6iTerf1 & @B LD (& 6mMIh Hl6TeNSl; @) &l 1992-8 &L MG gHULL 16858

& (H) MO WIT6OT QUIBHL-MTH B I8 & mme LGLD.
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Kerala Records Historie Low Birth
Rate as Crude Birth Rate Falls Below
10

¢ The 31st Divya Kala Mela was inaugurated on 14 July 2026 at Rabindra Sadan, Kolkata.

¢ It was inaugurated by Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment Virendra Kumar.

¢ The eight-day event will continue till 22 July 2026.

¢ Divya Kala Mela promotes products made by persons with disabilities (Divyang entrepreneurs).

¢ The initiative was conceived in December 2022 and held in cities like Srinagar, Kochi,
Thiruvananthapuram, Guwahati, Ahmedabad and Patna.

¢ This edition is the first jointly organised by the Centre and the West Bengal government.

¢ Around 40 stalls were set up, with major participation from West Bengal.

¢ The Mela promotes self-reliance, dignity, economic empowerment and social inclusion for persons
with disabilities.

¢ 31-6u 5 'G6eUlL SH6VIT GLOGTIT' (Divya Kala Mela) 2026 83 6m6v 14 | 60T MI
Q&ML GG Tel6L 2 6TeT TaiTH S T &56016V QG TLMEISH meudSLILILL SI.

* 0SB W Fens HH LHMID B &EMTTLEISS560 Slenm S enwneEsT afCrhHS T
GLTT @) HM6TS QSTLEIS eMeuS ST,

e TL(H) HITL 6T HeOLQLIMILD G\ HIB&LD6Y 2026 229 616V 22 UM [H6OL QLI MILD.
* LOITH M5 MeoTmerfl & 6iT (&) 6l WM Q& ITLA6L (N6 60T CEUITITEH6IT) HWMTH &G0
QUITIHL&6m6IT 'S 6ULL SH6VIT CLOEITIT' 2618 & 68 S & M Sl

¢ @\SHLLID IQFDLT 2022-60 QSTLEISILLD), WHsT, Q&sTERF,

B ([HeUETHSL|TLD, G6UaMTESS), &S TLMS LDMMILD LITL 60T CLImeTm
H&JEIG6T6L LSS LILIL (H6TemSl.

* DSH W 2|78 LD CLOMEG UG S|T&LD @) 6M6TTHS! HLSSILD (PG6L [BlSLh6
@ &M@ LD.

e @\H6V &LOITIT 40 TG 6T MG & LILIL (h6iTerment; @ HleL CLOM S
CUMIGTeNS B 60T LIS 6LIL GMLILNLS5 58 3emallev 2_6Tengl.

e @\IHS GLOEITIT LOITM MI& ) M 6ot merf] & €1 &5 & IT6UT & W ITIT L], 8600T60011WILD,
QUITIHEMTS T ST &TInensEH60 InMmID FeNG 2 6TeTL &80

L HB WeUmenm 26rgs & 6Nl &R M Sl
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DIVYA KALA MELAY

A Celebration of Art, Skill & Inclusion

. Experience the incredibie talent, ereativity A
and craftsmanship of Divyamgian. R
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¢ The 5th BIMSTEC National Security Advisers (NSAs) Meeting will be hosted by India in New Delhi
on 16 July 2026.

* BIMSTEC stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for MultiSectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation, a regional grouping of seven member states in South and South-East Asia.

e It was established in 1997 as BIST-EC and later renamed BIMSTEC.

e Member states are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.

¢ The BIMSTEC NSAs Meeting serves as a security dialogue mechanism covering issues like cyber
security, terrorism, trafficking, transnational crime, and satellite cooperation.

¢ Bangladesh, the current BIMSTEC chair, will participate with a delegation led by Prime Minister’s
Defence Adviser Gen. (Retd.) Dr. A.K.M. Shamsul Islam.

¢ India earlier hosted the First BIMSTEC Experts Group Meeting on Cyber Security in 2022 and the
Second Meeting on 21 January 2025 in New Delhi.

¢ The BIMSTEC Expert Group on Cyber Security works on an Action Plan for coordination and
collaboration among member states

¢ 5-6u &I LIN1D6NVGL& (BIMSTEC) G5 & W LIMSHISGTLIL] O,C6VITEFSH TS 6T (NSAs)

Fa_L LD, 2026 87966V 16 | 60TMI L] S H6L6edludl6L @) HS) Wi meumev

L& SLILIL66ITeTSI.

¢ L91D6NVG L& (BIMSTEC) 6T6dTLI &I '6umais merm 91 LT LeLGienm Q& mLA6LHIL LI
LLHOILD QUTIHETTSTT 28 SI60LPLIL|&&Ter (LNWME)' (Bay of Bengal Initiative for
Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) 6T60TLI& 60T & (I & & LOMGSLD; @) Sl
Q5MEG LHMILD QHTH LSS SFWmelleL 2_6T6T L 2. MILIL] IFT(H &H6em6Ts
Q& mevoTL. 6@ LN MHH W SemLILIMEGLD.

e @) 51 1997-6L BIST-EC 6T60T BlMIeuLILIL(B), L 6dTeor T BIMSTEC 6T60TLI QLIWIY
LLTMHMD QFWWLILLLSI.

e UMBIGGCGHFLD, L,LLIT6T, @)\ S W, LW medrLory, GHLIMETLD, @) 6VMkiends oM mIlD
STWeVTHS ) H Wemeu @) &60T 2 MILIL] HT(HISETTEGSLD.

e LNDNVOLS CHFW LIMSISTLIL] CVMTEFSHITE 6T Fal L LD 6T60TLIS)

©) 60 600T WL LITSISTLIL], LIWMBIST6UTSLD, &L588 6V, 6T6V6M6V & IT600TLq L
GSMMMBIGET LDMMILD QFWMHeNSHEHCHITET 65 FHlemLpLIL] GLIMTeTM

6Nl QU S ITIT MBI 6M6IT 2_6ITEML &8 W (Ih LIMSHISGTLIL] 2 60JWITL6V SenWLILITSEF
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QFwWeLBHHMSI.

e ND6NVGLE 3jemLILN 6T SMELITEN S W &6M6V6UITITET 6UMBI&SCHFID,

N rswiler UMTSISTLUL OL,CVMEFST QRQ6TT6L (@UWeQuUMmMm) LTSLIT
.G5.6TID. 691D &6V @) 6VEVITLD &6016V6MLO U6V ITEUT SIS & (& (LD 6L 63T @) FH6v
LUmIGSs MG LD.

e Q\H B WIT M8 60TC6U 2022-6L @) 6M6TOTWILI LTSS TLIL G &S (NS6V

LN 1D6eVGILE [BlL600TT (& (D Sal L &6em& W] LD, 2025 eoTeufl 21 9j6dTMI LS
H6L6S1USl6L @) T6UOTLTEU S Fal L& 6MG W LD [HL & T U] 6ITeTSl.

e @)60600TWILI LIMSISTLIL|&&Meor LNLD6NVGIL8 BIL]600T (&(LD6UITersl, 2 mILIL]
BTH & EH S B)6mLUSl6VIT6OT 69 (IH M!S 6m6voT LIL] LOM MILD 62 8 Sl6m Lo LILN M & meot
QFW6L BLLGMG 2_(H6UlTsH LD LI6uollenl GLOMQ & mevor(h 6uUH R M S.

A

A Major South Asian
Reset? All eyes on

BIMSTEC NSA
Summit in Delhi

All eyes are firmly on New Delhi as India prepares to host
the crucial 5th BIMSTEC National Security Advisers' (NSA)
Meeting on July 16

The Chief Justice of India (CJI) inaugurated the "Tower of Justice" in Gurugram, Haryana, a modern
judicial complex with 56 courtrooms and digital infrastructure.

e A modern judicial complex aimed at improving access to justice and judicial efficiency.

® Equipped with 56 courtrooms and advanced digital facilities. CJI's Key Remarks

e Judicial reforms should focus on efficient and impartial justice, not just speedy disposal of cases.
e Justice must be accessible without financial, social or procedural barriers.

® The judiciary should be modern, technology-driven, humane, and rooted in constitutional values.
Judicial System in India

e Supreme Court: Apex court; interprets the Constitution and protects Fundamental Rights.

e High Courts: Highest courts at the State level.

@ District & Subordinate Courts: Handle civil, criminal and specialised matters. Major Challenges

e Over 5 crore pending cases across Indian courts.

e Large judicial vacancies (347 in High Courts; ~5,300 in District Courts).

e Inadequate court infrastructure in many districts.

® Low representation of women in the higher judiciary. Major Initiatives

e e-Courts Mission Mode Project

e National Judicial Data Grid (NJDG)
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® Electronic Supreme Court Reports (e-SCR)

e Virtual Courts & Video Conferencing Department of Employment and Training 2

® Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) — Arbitration, Mediation & Conciliation.

® Fast Track Courts for speedy disposal of priority cases

QBB WS Semevenlo HH LIS (CI), amflwimeormedl 6ot & H R T mLSlevL 56

BB 06T S eMME6T LDMHMILD LGS L 6L 2_6IT& L L 60LOLIL] 6UF ) & emes:

Q& meuor L [He et 158 & 5160 M 6UETTSHLOITET "L 6T 3b,&L1 826rV1q.6M0" (Tower of
Justice)-228 B MIH I UG SITI.

e B FevLLILIeng eTerflH M5 & euen S LD, H B & 5160 MUl 60T Q& Wi 6L ) M 6t 60T
CuILLIM S SIeuen G LD CHITEHSHLOMSS Q8 MevorL [haler HH & SIenm eUeTTsH LD
@\s.

¢ 56 HHLD6ITM MM 6T LOMHMID CLODLIL L 193] L6V 6UF 5 & @5 L 60T @) Sl
M &S LILIL (D 6Temgl. &emevenio If 5 LIS udl6or (0 &6\ W & (H S 81 &6iT:

e B G Ie0M FJH(H5S5SHEISH6T G6euMILD ULDE (S5 6M6IT 65lemTeUTs

WG LILIG 6L 0L (HLD S6U6TID Q&F SIS SITLO6V, B M 6emLD WIT6OT oM MILD

UMyUL &M 56 60 6ULDMEIE6UTH 6V &eU6iTd QFNI &S Ceueuur(HLD.

* B, FANSLD VLS HEOL(PMM FEMTHS S0L &6 ggiSleorn] (5S)

S| 6MEUTEU(H & (S LD B G LIQLIM Ceusvor(hLD.

e B& 5 aIemm HeTeoromEHa|d, ASTIHGLEILLID FTTHSSTSH6|LD,
eoflamUllmerTd W& &S TE e, 7 F weven oLl 69w LS Wik & enerr

I LILIMLWITSS Q&ITEUTL 5T 6D @) (HSH 8 Ceuetor(hLD. @) H S wmelleév
& Ss16mM Sj6MOLIL:

e 2 FF BB WeTMD: & 2. WTHS HH LTMLD; 3 TF W evemnLnLlemL
efl6ma: (G 6USIL 60T g LILIenL 2 FlemngGemneTl LIMTSHIGTSEH MSI.

e 2 WIT BHHIDETMMHEISGET: LDMBlev emallev & 2 W HS 1B S L0 60T Mk & 6.

e LOMeUL L LOMmMILD &Y BSermmsseT: 2_flemoullwe (civil), &M meslwev
(criminal) DM MILD FMLIL] FTTHS 6ULDE (S 6M6ITE 60185 LTG5 5 60T 60T. (LD &G W
F6UMELGHEIT:

e QB W BB eTmREIG6Tl6L 5 C&HITLYE (G0 3|5 &L0ITEOT 6ULD & (S 86T
Blsviemeuullev 2_eiTerTeur.

o B3 5 Z1emmuileL 95\ 5 erevorevor & 608 Ul 6LITEOT & MedlL Lieoorlull L i g e
(2-wy BS\weTmmSerlev 347; LnmeuL. L FHoeTmmISGerfleév &My 5,300).

e LI6V LoMQUL L Migerflev GUIMSILmenT B L060TM 2 618 L L emLOLIL] 6U&F S & 6T
@ 6veuITemILO.

o 2 WIT HFHGHsIemmuilev QLTS 6rfl6dT GemMBS LNTHBIH & Fi6aUlDd. (N&H W
W eTQ 60T (H LIL| 5 6iT:

o @)-G&ITITL6N (e-Courts) LE161q.60T GLOML. HL_LLD

e CxAW BTG sIe0M ST6] &L LemloLIL] (NJDG)

o Il ciTeoTED)] 2_F&F BB L06TMS BHITLIL|S6T (e-SCR)

e QUOWIEIS&T S L060TM MG 6T (Virtual Courts) LOMHMILD & TG evormerf] sumuilevmss
¥\ & ITIJ 60 60T [H L5 5156V

o LMHMEF FFFT] BT6] (ADR) - H(H16UIT LOETMLD (Arbitration), L0 & &) W6V LD
(Mediation) LOM MILD FLOF&LD (Conciliation).

o (6T l6mLD 6ULDE (& 66T 6llemTeuTs: (P88 edlemiTey 15 G L0 65T M I & 6T
(Fast Track Courts).
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Global Liveability Index 2026 Context The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) released the Global
Liveability Index 2026.

New Delhi ranked 120th among 173 cities, the highest among Indian cities. About

® Published annually by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU).

® Assesses 173 cities based on living conditions.

e Evaluates 5 parameters: o Stability 0 Healthcare o Culture & Environment o Education o
Infrastructure Key Highlights

® Top City: Copenhagen (Denmark) — retained 1st position.

e Average global score: 76.1/100.

e Western Europe remained the best-performing region.

® Least liveable city: Damascus (Syria). Top 10 Most Liveable Cities (2026) Rank City Country 1
Copenhagen Denmark 2 Vienna Austria 3 Melbourne Australia 4 Sydney Australia 5 Zurich
Switzerland 6 Geneva Switzerland 7 Osaka Japan 8 Adelaide Australia 9 Vancouver Canada 10 Tokyo
Japan India's Performance

e New Delhi: 120th (Score: 48.1) — highest-ranked Indian city in the index.

2 sugearmellw eump & &6y 8 GMIUT(® 2026 @ LD6V: B) 6T86OTITLAl6TUL

@) TG L60 Q g2 60T6MV W, 60f1L (EIU) 2_6uaemmelll eump & &6y s &MIui(® 2026-2
QeueflWILL51. 173 B& RIS 6L L 51 H6eL60] 120-6u8 G\L G5 NG5S,
@8 QhHH W BeErESGflGuGCW W& 2 WHHS @ LLMmEGLW0. Lumn

o ) ersmeurTLSl 6TV L @) 60TG L 69 Q2 66T6N Wi, 6vflL (EIU) eLneuLld 31,6001 (H C&TmILD
QeueflWLULGSR M.

* QUITLDE60 5 5] 616V60IL0 &5 61T 60T 19 LI LI60L_USI 6L 173 [H 85I I 85 60) 61T
LHULINQSMSI.

* 5 96T (H & SHeMET DT LILI(H QEFLIGRMSI: o [Bl6016V S S 60T60LD 0 FSHMTGITITLD O
SEUMTEFFTIJLD LDMHMILD &M MIFELP6V 0 &H6Ledl 0 2 6T& L LemoLIL] (P& W

S\ LUILILD&FEIG 6T

e FMIHS HHTLD: CHITLTCAM S 60T (QLETIOMTTE) - N6V Q) LSNS5S 555
M6US S5 Q& ITEUOTL Sl.
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o Fm&fl 2 v emmell W LS LIG LI6woT: 76.1/100.

e CLOMG VETFTLULT FMHS QF WS MmeT Q& mevorL LNFThHHWIoTSS
QBMTLIHSS!.

o 858 GOMMHS QUTNSSSGHS [H&TLD: LIDMerVaen (FFlwim). sumpeusmn @
N&6eld 2.&H& (PSH6V 10 [H& TS 6T (2026) HTeulflem& HSTLD BHITH 1
CHMUETCAM & 60T QL6OTLOMTE 2 691U 60T6oT T 21,61V W 3 QDL GLITIT60T
LV FHCTeSWIT 4 T 6ol 9y 6rVHCTeOWIT 5 G & &l FFeumHSI 6
Qgefaur &L FFeuMhSl 7 @FTEHT QLILITET 8 319G 6uWI[H IL,6H Credlwim
9 6UITEOTTR6UIT &6OTLIT 10 CL. TS CWIT QLILIM6r @) & wmeller QaFweum@
o L5 B6L69): 1206u 5 (LS LIGILI6TOT: 48.1) - @ HGSMIUTL 196V L& 2 WTHS
sreuflens QuHM @S W H&TLD.

g
I p / X - Global Liveability Index 2026
- ‘

INDIA’S
PERFORMANCE

B tiow Indian Ciies Ranked 33
Indian Rank Global Rank | City
120 New Delhi
121 Mumbai
123 Chennai
127 Bengaluru

* New Delhi is the highest-ranked Indian city in the index.
* All four Indian cities remain in the lower tier globally.

Freebies and State Fiscal Health Context States are increasingly announcing welfare freebies, raising
concerns over fiscal sustainability. While the overall fiscal position of States remains stable, highly
indebted States face rising fiscal stress.

Fiscal Position of States

e Combined fiscal deficit of States remained below 3% of GDP (FY2017-FY2024), except during the
COVID-19 pandemic (4.1% in FY2021).

e Fiscal deficit increased to 3.3% of GDP in FY2025 and is projected to remain at 3.3% in FY2026.

e The 16th Finance Commission recommended retaining the fiscal deficit limit at 3% of Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP). Fiscal Deficit

o Fiscal Deficit = Total Expenditure — (Revenue Receipts + Non-Debt Creating Capital Receipts)

e Indicates the borrowing requirement of the government during a financial year. Freebies

® Freebies are non-merit, consumption-oriented benefits provided without creating durable public
assets, often aimed at immediate relief or electoral promises.

e Section 123 of the Representation of the People (RP) Act, 1951 treats bribery by a candidate as a
corrupt practice.

e S. Subramaniam Balaji v. State of Tamil Nadu (2013): The Supreme Court held that election
promises by political parties do not amount to a corrupt practice under the RP Act, while
emphasizing fiscal responsibility. Recent Trends

e Spending on unconditional cash transfer schemes increased from 0.01% of GDP (FY2021) to 0.57%
of GDP (FY2026 BE).

e Jharkhand spends the highest share of its GSDP (=2.1%) on unconditional cash transfers, followed
by West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Kerala and Maharashtra.

e Odisha continues to maintain a revenue surplus while financing welfare schemes largely through
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its own revenues. Concerns

® Rising debt burden in fiscally weaker States.

e Crowding out of capital expenditure on infrastructure, health and education.
e Reduced fiscal flexibility during economic shocks and disasters.

e Hidden fiscal risks due to off-budget borrowings and contingent liabilities.

@evausFs )L HEIG6T oM mILD LOTH] 6Vl & erfl6or 515 H6m6v &8 60TemLN:
LOMBlVEIGET QSTLTHS G 6VeusF HVSH L L EISGemeT mells sl
6U(HEUSTEV, IFIG) Hlem eV & S 6TEnLD (&M S5 5561606V 86IT 6T(LD [H I 6TEITEUT.
rBlevmGerfler L HIQLNSS B Hlemev FImas @) (HH& TV, 9 H & &L 60T
&60L0 Q& 60T L LD ITIH] 6V I & 6T 15 Q1B (IH & & 19.60 LI & & [ S 8 &) 60T M) 60T.

Lo IBlev sl & erfl 60T B Hlemev:

¢ CHMIL-19 QUIBH QS TMHMIE HTELEHEMS S (2020-21 B G) LI TETOTLY.6L 4.1%)
56917, 2017-18 (N &H6L 2023-24 euem T Ul 6LIT6oT B Wi ITevoT(H) & 61l 6L

LOIT B 6V I & 61T 63T 62 (IH MGl &) M 6T0T [H & BIHLI LIMHMITE G emM Q0TS S 2 6THITL(H
2_MmuUSH ullev (GDP) 3%-8@LD G0 MeUTSHCeU G\(HHSSI.

® 2024-25 BB WIMEUOT 9.6V BISHLI LIMMTE (S 6mM GDP-Uudl6L 3.3%-31,8

9 &1fl158 81; 2025-26 51 S) WITEUOT L9 &VILD @) &l 3.3%-31,85C6U @) (H& (SLD eT6dTM)

& 60018 & LILIL_(h 6o,

¢ 16-6u 5l BT & &1, BIG LI LIMMTEH G MM eUFLDenLI LOMBleLS B 6T QLTSS
2 6T 2 MG T ull6L (GSDP) 3%-31,8C6u 60 6us B (H&E& LI LI HSIenTs S Sl.
BISILI LIHMTEEenm:

e BIH LI LUMHMTEGMM = Q0TS SEF Q&F6v6S60TLD - (6UIH6UITL 6UT6 86T + &L 60T
2_(HEUMSHSHITS CLN6VS 60T 61T 6 8561T)

* @ (H BB WIMEHITI 6L S TFMRISESHHMGS CHemeuLILI(HLD &L60T 3| 6Temeu
@8 GM&ERMSI. @ 6VeUEFS H L L MBISEIT:

* Q\VAUFS B LIS eTeoTLIem6 519585 QLITSIF Q&M S8 5606
2_(heUMEHTSH, BIGTE FMTHS FIM&SHEETTGLD; @) 6Mmeu GLI(HLOLITEYILD

2_L 60TLq [BlEUITIF60OTLD 6V6V I C& TS 6V 6U T & M) &H6em6T CIHMTHEL0TE S

Q& TEUOTL_6M6L.

 1951- 911D 31,600TLY.60T LO& S 6T LNTH BIS & SleudF FL.L &S 60T (RP Act) LIl 1fley 123,
CaULLITET 62 ((HeUITIT6L 6ULPMHISG LILI(HILD 6V(EHEFSH MG 2eETLN6V
HLOISMEWTHS SH(HSIHMSI.

e eTerv. &L T6 Wb UMl eTH T SLELDHBITH F& (2013) 6ULD & S:

TR W6V &L T serfleir 5786V 6UITE (S MIB &6IT 08 56T LNTH PSS Sleu &
FLL GG 6T GLD 267060 [HLOULL.E& NS WTSHS SH(HSLILIL TS 6T60TMl 2 F&F

BB ermb STLILE S5 51; 31C5Ceuemerudlev BIH) LI G LIITMILIL]600T T 606U W LD
38l W MISHWSI. FSLSH W CLITE @& 6T:

e BlLIBHGemeTW MM LievorLl LIFomMMHmE &)L L MBI E1H & & TeoT Q& 6v6dl6oTLD GDP-
ufl6L 0.01%-69(HH &I (2020-21 IS W TevoT(H)) 0.57%-3L, & (2025-26

515\ W mevor(h) & & IT6uT 6UT6Y-Q&Feveyd T L oG LILI() 315 &ifl5 SieTens.

* QMISHEEUUTL. IDMBI6ULD &60TS GSDP-UN6L BSHLILFLI LIMIENS (FIOMT 2.1%)
B LH S 60 60T WM M LiesorLl LIFIDMHM kIS EHs S QFualQBmS!; 0SS
QSMLIH S CLMEG 6UMBIGLD, RL.EFT, S WL KNFCHFID, F&HG VST,

G IJeITIT DM MILD LOSTT TG [TIT 3G W LOITIH] 6V M & 6T 2_6T6rTeoT.

* PRLQFIT LOMBI6ULD S60TSI Q&FTIHS 6U(HEUITI PNV TS Cel
HVSH L LMEISEHESG BIH Wellsg s, eupeuril 2 Uflenws QSMTLTH S

55 5606U5 515 Q& TeuoT(H6ITeNSl. &6Uemeus &N LD &FMhIG6IT:
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e B16) FHWMEHLI LevaTeoroment LOMHleunl & erfleL 95 &5 8 6UHLD &L 66T
e0l0.
e 2 GTHLLEMWOLIL], &&MTSTILD L0MMILD & 606N &8 IT60T CLN 6V S 6OTE
Q&F6v61 60T MBI S 6IT LTS &85 L1LI[H &6V (crowding out).
e QUITIBETTSTT B FeYs 6T MM CUILT &mevkisGerflev BIS &MTHS
QBN 6 S S 6ETEnLO (&60 DS 6V.
* U6]-QFV6S BLLESHMES SLILTMHLILL &L 60TS6IT (off-budget borrowings)
LOMH MILD BILIH S EeM 60T (&L LIL L QLITMILIL|& 6T (contingent liabilities) & IT[J600TLOMS
LM (NS B S LIMWMBIS6T HLI(H&6V.
(-\‘ , UNDERSTANDING THE L

S FREEBIES vs. WELFARE DEBATE .'

(0 — e —— 1
The Role of the Welfare State Welfare Measures vs. Freebies

» Welfarism has existed in India’s governance structure o The lack of a clear definition of freebies has
since independence, evolving through various phases fuelled the controversy.
32 .
o The Five-Year Plans initiated under Jawaharlal Nefru | W""flsi °"::‘-;“e "‘;”iw
focused on industrial growth and economic development. ' waber of cach T
T G is an economic burden,
However, recognizing the need for direct sodial welfare, others daim that these initiatives
the mid-day meal scheme, Public Distribution System
(PDS), and employment guarantee schemes were later
introduced to support the poor,
8 subsidized food, healthcare, &"
The Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian and education are recognized &4
Constitution also recognize the state's responsibility to as essential for human development.
provide basic needs such as education, healthcare, Freebies like laptops, TVs, gokd coi -
: ns,
employment, and food security. % and cash handouts often serve poltical _:F;
"

Over time, states have played a keyrole in s :
expanding these social security measures objectives rather than economic needs.

/,’ i,
v
55
L5

S Some items, ke bicycles for girls
e 4 to improve education access,
] m‘_c-\ bhur the line between essential welfare
and election-onented giveaways.
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