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As Singapore marks its 60th year of independence,
we honour the generations who have built this nation
through unity, ingenuity, and resilience. SG60 is not
just a celebration of how far we’ve come—it’s also a
call to action: to continue building a more inclusive,
innovative, and sustainable Singapore together.

It is in this spirit that we at the Singapore Land
Authority (SLA) embrace the challenge of turning
constraints into possibilities. While Singapore may be
bounded by limited land, our capacity for innovation
and transformation knows no bounds.

As our world becomes increasingly unpredictable and
challenges grow ever more complex, it is crucial—now
more than ever—that we pause to reconsider how we
think, work, act, and engage with our stakeholders.

The Brown Bag sessions were a series of lunchtime
conversations initiated to exemplify how curiosity
and collaboration can spark meaningful dialogue and
inspire new ideas.

In 2021, as the effects of the pandemic continued

to reverberate through the lives of individuals and
across organisations and governments, we found
ourselves asking, “How can we gain a real sense of
what is happening on the ground¢ How do we stay
attuned to emerging trends¢ How can we be inspired
to generate new ideas in optimising spaces, beyond
purely economic usese”

One way, we believed, was by bringing together
individuals from diverse backgrounds, industries, and
areas of expertise to share their stories, thought
processes, experiences, and lessons. And this was how
SLA’s Brown Bag sessions began.

In July 2021, we held our inaugural session with Mr
Wee Teng Wen from the Lo & Behold Group. Since
then, we have had the privilege of hosting over 20
speakers, primarily from the private sector, who
shared their stories of resilience, entrepreneurship,
and sustainability.

From sports to finance to logistics to fashion to
hospitality and entertainment, these conversations
have been a wellspring of learning for all of us at SLA.
And this book, Think Unlimited, extends that spirit
outward—to our fellow Singaporeans today, and for
generations to come.

At SLA, we are committed to shaping
and stewarding Singapore’s land

and geospatial resources not just

with technical excellence, but with
imagination and purpose. \We aim to
engage, co-create, and evolve alongside
the people we serve by tapping into the
collective talents of our community and
embracing a mindset of possibility—
realising a vision of space that is not
just physical, but filled with potential.

As we reflect on our shared journey and look toward
the future, we hope this compilation of stories will
serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for us all to
always Think Unlimited.



This publication is a
collaborative effort between
SLA and our distinguished
speakers, all of whom generously
contributed their time and effort
on a pro bono basis.

All speakers featured in this
publication were from the
private sector when their
respective sessions took place
between 2021 and 2024.

The content reflects their
Brown Bag session, and each

story features them
photographed against a State
property that best resonates
with their professional domain or
personal narrative. The mState
properties managed by SLA in
this publication are highlighted
in colour and with a square.

We extend our warmest
gratitude to all the speakers
who have participated in

these conversations, embraced
this project, and shared

their wisdom.
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The Singapore Land Authority (SLA) is a statutory board under the
Ministry of Law. Formed on 1 June 2001, our mission is to ensure
effective use of land resources and data for the economic and social
development of Singapore.

Our vision Limited Land e Unlimited Space is a creative paradox that
aptly highlights our nation’s constraints and SLA’s commitment in
addressing them. The word ‘Space’ is multi-dimensional, encompassing
realms from the physical to the digital. ‘Unlimited’ represents the extent
of our commitment in our quest for solutions and innovations that will
contribute to the economic and social development of Singapore.

State Land and Properties

SLA manages about 11,000 hectares of State land and about 2,600
State properties, which are used for residential, commercial, social and
community purposes. Through the careful planning and execution of
interim uses for State properties under our management, SLA is able
to maximise the use of vacant State land and properties in creative
and innovative ways to support our nation’s evolving economic and
social needs.

Geospatial

SLA drives the use and development of geospatial information and
technology by fostering a national collaborative environment that
encourages innovation, knowledge sharing and value creation among
public agencies, private enterprises and the community.

Regulatory

SLA is the national land registration and land survey authority and is
responsible for maintaining accurate and reliable land ownership and
land boundary systems.






Making Singapore
Lovable:
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on placemaking,
people-building and
empowering other
local businesses

Singapore’s first rooftop-turned-bar, a 1930s garrison church
reincarnated as an award-winning restaurant, an opium warehouse
transformed into a boutique hotel, and a defunct high school
repurposed as a lifestyle enclave.

These are but just a few examples of the iconic F&B and hospitality
destinations under The Lo & Behold Group’s portfolio of projects.
Since 2005, the Group has transformed and activated spaces of
all sorts, enlivening them with the aim of telling uniquely Singapore
stories. And in co-founder, Wee Teng Wen'’s own words, the mission
was always to make Singapore more lovable.

“Our mission is to make Singapore more lovable through ideas and
intentional hospitality. This has been the lens with which we have
said yes and no to new projects. It’s the lens that guides us, and
it’s the lens that, at the end of the day, we hope will make us most
proud.”

UNAPOLOGETICALLY |n 2005, when the F&B scene was heavily
LOCAL dominated by cut-and-paste concepts from
abroad, they seized the opportunity to
transform an abandoned rooftop in the heart of the city into the
first bar of its kind in Singapore. Playing on how Singaporeans
sometimes mispronounce “roof”, they cheekily named the bar Loof.

At the time, Teng Wen was 25 and had returned to Singapore after
graduating from the University of Pennsylvania with a degree in
Finance and Management and a minor in Psychology.

“l spent many years in the States, going to school and working.
Back then, the reputation of Singapore, at best, was efficiert and
clean. At worst, it was strict and soulless. | felt strongly for there to
be a fresh perspective on the Singapore story. There are so many
creatives here doing amazing work. So | thought about what | could
do when | came back, what | could do to change the lifestyle scene.”
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The logo of Loof reflects the cheeky
play on the Singlish pronunciation of
roof” (“loof”).

Singapore’s first rooftop bar, located
at Odeon Towers (2005-2022).
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Menus at Loof are laminated for spills—
and sudden downpours. Functional,
fun, and very Loof.
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Taking over the iconic White Rabbit
(RIGHT) space, Claudine (TOP) by
Chef Julien Royer brings elegant
French cuisine to M Dempsey. Set
in a beautifully restored chapel,

it's a place where heritage meets
contemporary dining.

Located in the National Gallery
Singapore, Odette is a three-
Michelin-starred restaurant helmed
by Chef Julien Royer. Ranked

among Asia’s Best Restaurants, it
blends French finesse with seasonal
ingredients, offering an unforgettable
dining experience.

Tucked away in East Coast Park,
FICO by Chef Mirko Febbrile is a
Michelin-selected trattoria known
for its wood-fired pizzas, handmade
pasta, and natural wines.

12 THINK UNLIMITED

Indeed, Loof was a breath of fresh air. It celebrated and elevated

local culture in novel and idiosyncratic ways. The Mandarin idiom
“RFBERFT", etched into the memory of every Singaporean student

who had written Mandarin essays, was immortalised in bright LED
lights, becoming synonymous with the bar. A nostalgia-infused Mama
Shop, a small provision shop typically tucked away in residential
neighbourhoods, also greeted patrons at the entrance. Branding aside,
the menu was meticulously curated to highlight local ingredients

and flavours.
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ATEST Three years later, in 2008, during the early days
OF CONVICTION of mDempsey, the Group opened their first

restaurant, The White Rabbit. This ambitious and
painstaking project transformed a vacant 1930s chapel built by the
British into an award-winning modern European restaurant. With no
electricity or water on-site, the team was also challenged with the
task of conserving as much of the building as possible while ensuring
it was safe and fit for use. Apart from the facade, original mosaic tiles
were retained, and the stained-glass windows were given a facelift.
The result: an awe-inspiring and beautiful restaurant, marking the
beginning of a working relationship with SLA. Teng Wen and the
Group’s co-founder Daniel He were also awarded the Outstanding
Tourism Entrepreneur award in 2017, under the Singapore Tourism
Awards organised by the Singapore Tourism Board.

“The White Rabbit was a project that got global
attention from the likes of CN/ and 7ime as they
felt it was a very interesting adaptive reuse of real
estate. | think that was a large part of the magic of
it. And we really have SLA to thank for trusting us
with that site.”

Since then, the Group has gone on to conceptualise everything from

a buzzy beach club celebrating island life, a three-Michelin-starred
restaurant, a seaside alfresco restaurant at East Coast Park, and a
modern ltalian dining destination that redefines luxury, amongst others.

START WITH THE So when it comes to placemaking, what is Teng
g’:‘;é‘o":_:oc“s Wen'’s approach@ He says it’s critical to start

with the “why”—is it simply to create another
F&B establishment, or is there a deeper mission
and purpose driving the project? From there, these are some of

the questions to ask: How do you tell a compelling storye How

do you create a destination from scratch¢ How do you shape a
neighbourhood’s identity¢ How do you breathe life into a space?



He also highlights the importance of understanding one’s strengths
and weaknesses, collaborating with the right partners and brands, and
focusing on the people. “We seem to be in the restaurant and lifestyle
business. But actually, we are very firmly in the people business.”

:g:;’::l;fg‘\:vﬁu Beyond their own ventures, the Group is also
ENTERPRISES committed to supporting ambitious local consumer

brands as well as enablers of the industry they
operate in. In the last few years, they started an
investment fund with this intention, and some of the companies they
have supported include a US-based, Singaporean-owned HR software
firm that manages the entire hiring process of non-desk workers, a
local milk-alternative brand that’s gained popularity regionally, and a
homegrown coffee-tech startup that is changing the way we drink
coffee at home.

“We want to support brands that are led by
Singaporeans and are making their mark in
Singapore or have the ability to make their mark
in the world.”

In 2021, the Group also took over the operations of The Coconut
Club, a local F&B establishment that Teng Wen says is very close to

LEFT
TOP: Teng Wen at one of Loof’s parties.

BOTTOM: Teng Wen with the staff
who had been with the company for
10 years and earned themselves a
month-long sabbatical, at Tanjong
Beach Club'in 2018.

Teng Wen'’s 3 principles in shaping the
company’s people culture:

1. Be kind, be firm

“The best kind of leadership is the kind
where you can be kind, but firm. So,
you are not afraid to give feedback,
you are not afraid to give constructive
criticism, but at the same time, always
with a lens of kindness.”

2. Be intentional

“We want to do things veg
intentionally, we want to do things with
impact, we don’t want to do for the
sake of doing.”

3. Cultivate a culture of
accountability

“We needed to define a culture of
accountability. And at the same

time, people needed licence and
empowerment to make decisions

and own the outcomes. We work
collaboratively in our teams towards
a common goal. And while we may
not always agree, we commit to team
decisions together. When we achieve
something great, we celebrate. And
when we make mistakes, we admit it,
fix it fast, and move on. We celebrate
both as Eort of our continuous journey
of growth.”

“We have a programme called Catch
Me Doing Right, where all our venue
leaders are encouraged to find

and share the amazing stories they
encounter in their day-to-day work
that showcases our values. And every
month, we hold a group-wide session
where these stories are shared.

We want to showcase the people
who have gone over and beyond in
delivering customer service. And this
has a flywheel effect because the
more you encourage, and the more
you recognise, the more people are
compelled to do it.”

WEE TENG WEN 13



With outlets at Beach Road, Siglap (TOP) and B New Bahru at River
Valley (BOTTOM), Michelin Bib Gourmand-listed The Coconut Club
features interiors that incorporate natural materials like rattan
and bamboo in its decorative elements, lampshades, and loose
furniture—creating a breezy, casual charm.
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their hearts. Having been schoolmates with the founder, he decided to
take over the business shortly after his friend passed away. This was a
natural move, as the ethos and aspiration of the brand were very much
aligned with the Group’s.

“He always hired the disadvantaged and gave them
a second chance. He also had a mission, like us, to
elevate local cuisine and show that it can be at
the same level as any global cuisine, any Western
cuisine.”

The F&B business is a notoriously tough one to be in, and Teng Wen
knows this too well. Operational costs are undoubtedly the biggest
challenge for local F&B businesses—especially when sustaining a
business inevitably means having to compete with hawkers.

“Singaporean F&B operators have the toughest time because the bar
is set so high by our hawkers. You can truly have world-class meals at
$2.50. | do think that they should raise their prices to some degree

in order to attract the next generation and continue to be able to do
what they do. The sustainability of that industry depends on it. No one
will pay $1 for one ondeh ondeh, yet they will pay $5 for a cupcake. If
we all don’t want to pay for local food, at some point, no one is going to
make it. And then we’ll lose our identity.”

In addition to this, manpower, material costs and rents have also been
rising due to competition from overseas F&B operators.

“I think what’s tough is inherent to the Singapore scene. The real
estate tends to be very short-term. If | look at our counterparts in
London or New York, their lease terms are 15 or 20 years. They get a
lease term. And for ours? Most commercial landlords will give you a 3
plus 3 and then maybe no rental cap, etc., though SLA is 3 plus 3 plus
3, so thank you.”

CHALLENGES AND

Because of the typical short-term lease, Teng
OPPORTUNITIES

Wen says it’s been tricky to balance the amount of
effort that goes into a project with a mission that
requires time to realise over a long horizon. In spite of the ever-rising
cost structure, Teng Wen maintains that the one cost they cannot cut
or “squeeze” is the cost of hiring people.

LEFT
Over the years, Teng Wen has
artnered with several renowned
interior designers to create distinctive
spaces that blend functionality with
artistic expression. His collaborators
include Takenouchi Webb, Asylum,
NICE Projects, Foreign Policy Design
Group, FARM, Dawn Ng, Open Studios,
and John Lim of This Humid House.
The latest addition to his portfolio is
Somma, a cocktail bar and fine-dining
restaurant in l New Bahru, helmed by
Chef Mirko Febbrile and designed by
NICE Projects.

This limited-edition collection of shirts
for The Coconut Club is a collaboration
with local womenswear brand, Ong
Shunmugam, and an homage to our
sunny, coastal island.

WEE TENG WEN 15



TOP AND RIGHT

A 19th-century former spice
warehouse by the Singapore River

is converted into an iconic boutique
hotel that has received local and
international acclaim, including the
Condé Nast Traveler Readers’ Choice
Awards (2018), AHEAD Awards Asia
2018 (4 awards including Asia Hotel
of The Year), Singapore Tourism
Awards 2018 (Best Hotel Experience),
President’s Design Award 2018
(Design of the Year) and Tablet
Hotel’s Best Boutique Hotels of the
Decade (2019).

Designed by Sydney-based Akin
Atelier, Tanjong Beach Club at
Sentosa reinvents the mid-century
modern beach house, balancing
nostalgia with a contemporary edge.

16 THINK UNLIMITED

When asked about his “lowest low”, Teng Wen candidly shares this

was at the six-year mark of the business. Despite having had a few
successes, he said there was no overarching vision, mission, or culture,
especially as each venture was distinctly different. In addition, being a
relatively inexperienced leader, he had to learn about synergising the
operations and organisation.

“From the outside, it seemed like we were a success.
But internally, it was a real mess. The internal
function was not strong, and yet we were growing
the external — the venues, the concepts, and the
brands so quickly. That was a big learning for us.

At that point, we truly understood the power of
really defining who we are, why we do what we do,
and everything pulled towards a group culture.”

This moment of truth served as the catalyst for change and
transformation. They pulled back and took time to crystallise their
vision and mission, and since then, the Group has changed the way they
approach their operations. On hindsight, Teng Wen says they were
fortunate enough to reach that low early enough in their journey, wise
up, and change.

Another milestone year was 2020, with the pandemic at its height.
This presented an opportunity for the organisation to give back to the
community. Utilising the space and resources they had, they activated
their network of chefs to prepare, cook, and deliver over 10,000 meals
over the course of a few weeks to migrant communities who were

not getting enough or good enough food. They also used this time to
redefine their values and transform their HQ's approach to supporting
the venues.

“Our people are empowered, right from the start,
with the bandwidth to own outcomes for their
venues. And these are outcomes that are not
just monetary; we place a lot of emphasis

on recognition.”






RIGHT

Extra Curious Activities (ECA) is a
series of themed, design-led fairs
and workshops by B New Bahru,
aimed at fostering community
engagement and spotlighting
emerging local brands. Spanning
categories such as fashion, beauty,
food, home, and pet care, past
editions have featured brands
like Brewlander, A Kind Ooof,
Whytespace, Postcard, and Romi
Beauty.

Photographer Jovian Lim’s Waltzing
In and Lavender Chang'’s Eldest
Daughter are part of Now Now, a
showcase featurlng 6 photographic
works by Singapore’s r|3|-g and

established creatives at W New

Bahru.

18 THINK UNLIMITED

THE NEW-NEW

Overarching synergies aside, Teng Wen has also
learnt the importance of selecting the right
partners and locations. He has experienced his fair
share of failed projects like ‘A Curious Teepee’, which closed after two
years. These setbacks did not stop the Group from dreaming bigger
and bolder.

Their newest and most ambitious project to date is @ New Bahru,
the former Nan Chiau High School, which has been repurposed into
a vibrant lifestyle enclave featuring over 40 home-grown F&B and
retail concepts. The aim¢ To provide a space for leading local brands
to thrive, change the way we think about homegrown brands, and
celebrate the incredible amount of talent we have on our shores.

Now 20 years into the business, Teng Wen'’s passion for what he does
still burns bright. Together with his team, he continues to be excited
about activating more spaces to enliven the tapestry of Singapore’s
creative scene.

“My hope is that Singapore can start to impactfully create concepts,
projects, and brands that can be held as global benchmarks. And the
secondary dream, at least linked to my industry, is to be able to change
the perception of food & beverage and hospitality as a truly fulfilling
career.



1S

SLA’s vision of unlimited space...
is a familiar one as the Group has always
embraced the unlimited potential of the

spaces and neighbourhoods we hold

dear to us. Down the road, I'd love to see
Singapore more rooted in a culturally
confidert creative scene, one that is
unhindered by our country’s size or youth.

\When | think unlimited, | think of...
ideas.

| am unlimited when...
ideas run wild.




P Built in the mid-1960s as married
quarters for British military personnel,
M Chip Bee Gardens has transformed
into a trendy lifestyle enclave. Once
home to expatriate teachers after the
British withdrawal, it now features a mix
of residential and commercial spaces,
blending heritage with contemporary
charm. Known for its distinctive
1960s-style design, the estate is now
popular for its eclectic blend of local
lifestyle and F&B brands, including quaint
cafés and homegrown brand names.

230 THINK UNLIMITED

1 Once a British military barracks in the 1800s,
B Dempsey has evolved into a vibrant lifestyle and
dining destination near the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. Nestled in lush greenery, it blends
colonial heritage with modern charm, featuring a
mix of restaurants, cafés, boutiques and sports
and wellness establishments. Remnants like tiled-
roof structures and old playing fields hint at its
military past. Today, Dempsey is celebrated both
locally and internationally as one of Singapore’s
premier spots for dining and leisure.

LEFT: Dempsey was originally the site of a nutmeg
plantation that later became Tanglin Barracks for
British troops in the 1800s. The site was also once the
headquarters of the Far East Land Forces, and later the
headquarters of the Ministry of Defence (MINDEF) and
the Central Manpower Base (CMPB).




RN at
is a social enterprise-run
food court staffed by individuals with
disabilities and from disadvantaged
backgrounds. Operated by Project
Dignity and founded by Koh Seng
Choon, engineer turned entrepreneur
and recipient of the Straits Times
Singaporean of the Year 2024 award for
his efforts, the outlet offers meaningful
employment through skills training and
food service roles. Housed in a striking
red State property since 2021, it serves
affordable local hawker fare and baked
goods in an inclusive environment.
Beyond being a vibrant dining spot,
Dignity Kitchen stands as a powerful
symbol of empowerment, mental health
advocacy, and social change, aligning
with broader efforts to promote dignity
and opportunity for all. ==

P Built in 1956, the M Former Bukit Timah

Fire Station served as part of the post-war

Fire Service expansion and features distinctive
elements like a hose drying tower and the Colony
of Singapore’s coat of arms. Decommissioned

in 2005, the 0.86ha site—comprising the main
station, firefighters’ quarters, and Station Master’s
residence—has been gazetted for conservation.
Strategically located near the Rail Corridor and
nature reserves, it is now set to be revitalised

by LHN Facilities Management into a mixed-use
community node, offering co-living, heritage, and
nature experiences with sustainable, zero-energy
features while preserving its historic character.

& The charming row of restored

1930s heritage buildings at W 52-56
Kampong Java Road will soon become
a vibrant multi-disciplinary arts sandbox
for experimentation, creation, and
collaboration. Originally residences

for municipal officers, the buildings sit
along a road named after Javanese
gardeners who once sold produce along
Arab Street. Awarded to 19SixtyFive
Pte Ltd via a joint tender by SLA and
the National Arts Council, the space
will feature acoustically treated studios,
galleries, and performance venues. It
will also host live performances, arts
markets, and arts festivals - enriching
Singapore’s artistic landscape and
fostering creative growth.




1 Originally known as Flagstaff House, the B Former Command House was built
between 1937 and 1938 as the residence of Malaya’s senior military commander.
Designed in a distinctive Arts and Crafts-inspired style with pitched roofs and brick
archways, the house later provided lodging for royalty, a president in office and
senior military figures. In 2007, UBS, the Swiss investment bank, made it its business
university’s Asia-Pacific campus. Now a national monument, the State property
continues its legacy as an elegant event venue, blending heritage, architecture, and
history with quiet distinction.

{4 Launched in November 2024,
B The Foundry is a collaborative
hub for social purpose organisations
{ housed in the former Elections
Department building at 11 Prinsep
Link. The Foundry is a result of a
partnership with The Majurity Trust,
SLA, Tote Board, and the Singapore
1 Government Partnerships Office with
its 17,000 sq ft space housing over 20
non-profits and social enterprises. With
an aim to foster a vibrant ecosystem,
The Foundry supports idea incubation,
community-building, and collaborative
innovation to address Singapore’s
evolving social challenges.

= e, mree s
1 The former St Andrew’s
Mission Hospital at B 5
Kadayanallur Street
provided respite and care

to impoverished women and
children in its early years, with
a unique triangular air well in
the middle of the building to let
in natural light and ventilation.
Originally built in the 1920s, it
has served various purposes
over the years, including as

a government medical store,

an outpatient dispensary and
an office space It has most
recently been transformed into
KADA, a creative lifestyle and
wellness hub with co-working
and co-living spaces popular
with the youth. The building,
one of Singapore’s earliest
Modernist structures, houses
one of the nation’s oldest
electric lifts, still in operation
today.

1. Crowd of onlookers during the
opening of the outpatient clinic at
Kadayanallur Street (1964).

2. Maxwell Road outpatient
dispensary (1989).

232 THINK UNLIMITED



> BW1925 Quarters at 79-95 Hindoo
Road is situated in a beautifully restored
row of red-brick, two-storey building

in the heritage Little India precinct.
Originally built in 1927 to house junior
Asian staff of the Municipality of
Singapore, this State property has been
transformed into a modern co-living

o
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3 \|\|“
space by Eco-Energy Pte Ltd and Cove -‘\“\;\\‘f:?tt‘-‘ ;
Living Pte Ltd. The building retains
its distinctive colonial architecture,
featuring pitched roofs and fair-faced
brick columns, and reflects the shared
history of other municipal quarters in
the area.

At
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+ Opened in 1937, W Old Kallang Airport was
Singapore’s first purpose-built civilian aerodrome and
4 was hailed as the world’s most modern at the time.
Described as the “finest airport in the British Empire”,
it gained international recognition, with aviator Amelia
Earhart praising it as “an aviation miracle of the East”.
The Art Deco terminal later housed the People’s
Association from 1960 to 2009 and is now part of a
conserved site with a hangar, service blocks, and an
entrance gateway. Since 2011, it has hosted a variety of
events, from arts and culture to corporate launches.

4. Immigration check point (1948).

5. Aerial view in 1957. The foreground shows Nicoll Highway,
while the circular control tower can be seen beside the
highway on the right.

o

1 M New Bahru at 46
& 58 Kim Yam Road
occupies the former |
site of Nan Chiau High
School, a historically
significant educational
institution that was

first the Nan Chiau
Teachers’ Training

School established in
1941. Today, the site

has been reimagined

into a dynamic lifestyle
destination that blends
residential, retail,

and commercial uses.
Developed by the Lo and
Behold Group, it houses
an exciting collection of
homegrown brands and
offers community-centric
spaces and activities, and
is well visited by locals
and international tourists.

3. Nan Chiau High School
in 1993.




P Built between 1952 and 1953,

H Pasir Panjang Power Station began
with Station A, which was named when
Station B was added in 1965. Its iconic
red-brick design reflects Singapore’s
early urban transformation. Together,
the two stations powered Singapore’s
industrial boom in the 1960s. In recent
years, its arresting architecture was the
stunning backdrop for the staging of
shows and events, including the Louis
Vuitton Spring Summer 2023 trunk
show and the immersive exhibition on
Singapore’s founding Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew’s life and legacy.

BOTTOM: Aerial view of Pasir Panjang Power
Station (1957).

S

4+ The M Ridout Tea Gardens in Queenstown was once home HHH
to Singapore’s first Japanese-themed community garden, later
redeveloped in 1980 into a traditional Japanese Garden (RIGHT)
with ponds, pavilions and bridges. In the late 1990s, the site was
transformed into the McDonald’s Ridout Garden outlet, blending
modern dining with the location’s tranquil past. Today, it stands as
one of the few recognisable flagship McDonald’s outlets worldwide,
drawing families for its food as much as its unique and scenic setting.

234 THINK UNLIMITED



+ —named after Sir Cecil Clementi Smith, Governor of
the Straits Settlements—is a heritage-rich enclave in Chinatown where
conserved shophouses and pedestrian-friendly spaces bring the area’s
storied past to life. Once known as Hei Yuen Kai or “Theatre Street”

and home to the iconic Lai Chun Yuen Theatre, Smith Street has been
rejuvenated with exciting lifestyle concepts including local favourites and
international brands while preserving local Chinese culture. With its unique
blend of history, culture and architecture, Smith Street is a living showcase

1 The M State Land @ Margaret Drive,
once the site of Hua Yi Secondary School
or previously known as Hua Yi Government
Chinese Middle School, is now home to a
restored public running track. Established
in 1956 as Singapore’s first government-
aided Chinese secondary school, Hua Yi
was renowned for its academic excellence
and sports achievements. After relocating
in the 1980s, the school left behind its
legacy at Margaret Drive. The newly
restored running track honours its
historical connection to education and
sports, providing a community space for

. ) 4+ EtonHouse International Education Group’s headquarters at
residents to enjoy.

M 6A and 8 Stevens Road occupies a pair of conserved colonial-era
heritage bungalows managed by SLA. Once a residential property—
including the former home of philanthropist and businessman Lee
Kong Chian—the heritage site has been thoughtfully repurposed into
a serene, greenery-filled office space Retaining elements like timber
floors and arched doorways, the design features biophilic elements
and clever adaptive reuse.

1 The Team Singapore Wall of Fame at

B 8C Jalan Kledek features a vibrant

mural celebrating Singapore’s Olympians

and Paralympians. Created by graffiti artig
Ceno?2, it showcases Team Singapore
athletes Nur Syahidah Alim, Shanti Pereira,
Maximilian Maeder, Loh Kean Yew, and Yip
Pin Xiu for their sporting achievements on
the world stage. The location also houses the
Vintage Camera Museum, home to over 1,000
cameras that offer a fascinating glimpse into
photographic history. It’s a unique landmark
in Kampong Glam where sport, art, and
photography come together. 235




P The , a familiar
and iconic landmark in the heart of the Geylang
Serai area, is set for rejuvenation. These include
plans to dedicate a portion of the redeveloped
space to tenants representing traditional Malay
trades, preserving and celebrating the heritage
and culture of the Malay community. With its
deep historical roots and strong cultural ties,
the revitalised Tanjong Katong Complex will
continue to serve as a vibrant hub, honouring
its past while evolving to meet the future needs
of the community.
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& H Temasek Shophouse at 28
Orchard Road was known for its
distinctive architecture. Built in 1928,
it was one of the first buildings in
Singapore to feature spiral staircases.
The social impact hub will expand to
include restored units at 14, 22, and 38
Orchard Road with reinstated historic
features such as its Shanghai plaster
fagade, further highlighting Orchard
Road’s transformation from nutmeg
plantations and motor showrooms to a
place of renewed purpose for people,
planet, and community.



1 M Vidacity is a sustainability innovation hub
located at the former Loyang Primary School
(RIGHT), now creatively repurposed as a space for
green entrepreneurship by City Sprouts. The site
features co-working areas, workshops, and living
labs focused on urban farming and sustainable
technologies. Home to startups in fields such as
agriculture, water treatment, reusable materials,
and waste innovation, Vidacity brings together a
community dedicated to building solutions for a
more sustainable future.

& The former community centre at 10 Kampong Eunos is
now home to M Vivistop Kampong Eunos, Singapore’s only
non-profit makerspace dedicated to children and youth.
Operated by Vivita, the space offers hands-on workshops,
camps, and competitions that introduce young learners

to robotics, Al, and emerging technologies. Supported

by public sector and community partners, this SLA-

led initiative has transformed the State property into a
vibrant hub for creative learning and empowering the next
generation of tech-savvy changemakers.
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