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Come visit us at
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Facebook live.  
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Rev. Dr. Kim McLean

When I pray, all I can see is you. You, reading these words. And the “you”
who is me in the mirror, and the You who is God, whispering, thundering and
holding my heart with grace.

It’s so personal, that little word y-o-u. It acknowledges the existence of
another. We can never use the word “you” without some sort of connection.
It’s a personal pronoun.

“You” is a super-power kind of word the way it commands a response. My
ears tune in when the “you” is about me, because we all long for connection
whether it is good or bad. Hate me if you must, but don’t leave me desolate
and alone. We are all connected.

Martin Buber wrote a deeply influential book called “I-You” that discusses the
relational aspect of being. I promise I have not gone off the deep end,
though it is a difficult insight to put into writing. Pronouns are so specifically
vague, and I think I sound a little like Winnie the Pooh trying to explain life to
Piglet. Nonetheless, here I am trying. Buber’s book grapples the same way,
but it is a world changing idea.

He says I-You is different from I-It. An “it” is objective. We do not love objects
-like a lug nut or a ping pong ball. Buber’s premise is basically that we often
treat each other like lug nuts (I’m taking metaphorical liberties with that
image). Like inanimate objects. We do that with judgements and labels,
forgetting that everyone has a heart. Everyone has a story. 

And some people perceive God like some great lug nut in the sky holding
the world together impersonally and unapproachably. But God has a heart,
too. For us, you and me, God is person and we take God quite personally.
Calling God “You” assumes trust and relationship. It acknowledges being.

And on another related note, have you noticed the power of “you” when you
say, “I love you?” Most people seem to have that phrase tightly sealed in a
romantic locket or reserved for biological family members, and when you say
it in any other context, they squirm or look away. We try to soften the impact
by saying, “Love ya.” That takes the “I” AND the “YOU” out of the phrase but
acknowledges that love for one another is good – just scary somehow.

Well, I love you. I love you who are reading this. I love being me and playing
with words and ideas. And I love the Lord with all the courage it takes to
refer to the Creator of the Universe with a personal pronoun.

YOU AND ME AND GOD
God is very present. – Psalm 46:1

http://facebook.com/musiccitywestchurch
mailto:MCWCHURCH@GMAIL.COM
mailto:MCWPRAY4ME@GMAIL.COM
https://musiccitywestchurch.com/
mailto:MCWCHURCH@GMAIL.COM
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“For everything there is a season”
 Ecclesiastes 3:1

October 2026

10:30 am Service
@ Harpeth
– - - - -
3:30 pm Service at
Harmony at
Bellevue
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- - - - -
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VENMO SCAN HERE!

Discover Your Healing Journey ~ Open to all artists!

with Rev. Dr. Kim McLean

Wednesday, October 21, 2026Wednesday, October 21, 2026

Wednesday, November 4, 2026Wednesday, November 4, 2026
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424721437
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In 1834, Edward Mote, an English cabinetmaker who later became a Baptist pastor, wrote the words we know as “The Solid Rock.”
William B. Bradbury composed its familiar tune in 1863. What began in an ordinary working life became a song of extraordinary
assurance: our hope rests in Jesus Christ, whose saving love remains steady when everything around us changes.

Devastation can arrive through death, illness, a broken relationship, or a future suddenly overturned. We may pray through tears
and wonder how to take another step. This hymn gives our wounded hearts words to sing. Jesus taught that a life built on His words
can withstand the storm (Matthew 7:24–25). Faith does not keep every storm away; it gives us a foundation that will hold.

My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand; All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood, Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way, he then is all my hope and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne.

God is both the Rock beneath our feet and the loving Father who carries us when we cannot stand. Deuteronomy 33:27 speaks of His
everlasting arms beneath His people. Isaiah 40:11 pictures Him gathering His lambs close to His heart. His strength is tender: He
receives our tears, welcomes our honest prayers, and draws near to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18). We do not have to hide our
sorrow to be held by Him. 

The hymn’s anchor points us to the sure hope described in Hebrews 6:19. Our feelings may rise and fall, but Christ’s faithfulness
does not. His righteousness, rather than our own strength or goodness, is our confidence before God. Even death cannot separate us
from His love (Romans 8:38–39).

When life gives way, whisper this prayer: “Lord, be my Rock. Hold me in Your arms. Help me trust
You for the next breath and the next step.” We may not yet see how the pieces will come together,
but we are never beyond His reach. Beneath the devastation, His arms remain. Through
the darkness, His grace holds. On Christ, the solid Rock, we stand.

The Solid Rock
held through the storm

Throughout the day I like to listen to Christian
Music.  You know when that one song hits you and
you get goosebumps all over?  I call it the “Spirit
touch”.  That  happened this week and I wanted to
share.

For Jeanne



Fall Series

oct 18 - boaz’s commitment
oct 25- Naomi’s joy
Nov 1 - The lord calls samuel
Nov 8 - samuel leads god’s people

If you would like to order a quarterly Sunday School Book, please send your request
complete with name and address to mcwchurch@gmail.com, subject:  Sunday School
Book.  A $5.00 donation goes to fund this literature.  Thank you!

Tune in to TPK on Zoom Tuesday nights
at 7:00 pm (CST) for an in-depth
discussion of this week’s lesson with
Pastor Kim McLean.

NOv 15 - the problem with kings
Nov 22 - samuel anoints saul
Nov 29 - god rejects saul as king

This Week

A POCKET
FULL OF
SUNDAY
SCHOOL

with Jerry Huff

BOAZ’S KINDNESS
Read Ruth 2:1 - 16

 “Kindness begets kindness.”

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87424721437


DISCOVERING
THE BIBLE

STUDY SERIES

3 John
The 64th book of the Bible

3rd John teaches believers to walk in truth, show loving hospitality, and
support those who serve Christ with humility and faithfulness.

Chapter Outline

SYMBOLISM & IMAGERY

Walking in Truth

Walking represents living each day faithfully, guided by Christ’s
teachings.

Spiritual Children

John describes believers as his children, reflecting his loving
guidance and joy in their spiritual growth.

Hospitality and Partnership

Welcoming and supporting Christian workers demonstrates love
in action and partnership in spreading God’s truth.

“I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.”  3 John 1:4

Verses 1–4: Joy in the Truth 
John greets Gaius and rejoices in his faithfulness.

Verses 5–8: Supporting God’s Workers
John praises Gaius for welcoming traveling believers and 
encourages support for their ministry.

Verses 9–10: A Warning Against Pride
Diotrephes seeks control, rejects John’s authority, and 
refuses hospitality.

Verses 11–12: Follow What Is Good
John urges believers to imitate goodness and commends 
Demetrius.

Verses 13–15: Closing Words of Peace
John hopes to visit soon and sends warm greetings.

3rd John was traditionally
written by the apostle John,
who calls himself “the elder,”
to his friend Gaius. It was
likely written from Ephesus
around AD 90, though the exact
date and location are uncertain.
John wrote to praise Gaius’s
hospitality, encourage support
for traveling Christian
teachers, and warn against 
the prideful behavior of
Diotrephes.



3 John 1

Salutation

Gaius Commended for His Hospitality

Diotrephes and Demetrius

Final Greetings

THEMES IN 3 JOHN
Live in truth and show love through hospitality, supporting those who serve Christ, and choosing goodness

over pride and selfishness.

Live Faithfully in
Truth

Let God’s truth guide
your daily choices,
words, and
relationships.
Practice honesty and
integrity so that your
actions reflect the
faith you profess. 
(3 John 1:3–4)

Welcome and Support
Others

Show Christ’s love
through hospitality,
including kindness to
people you do not know.
Offer encouragement,
practical help, and
support to those
serving God and
sharing His message.
(3 John 1:5–8)

Choose Goodness and
Humility

Follow examples of
kindness and faithful
service rather than
pride or selfish
ambition. Make room
for others, encourage
their contributions,
and serve without
seeking recognition or
control. 
(3 John 1:9–12).
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October 2026 Memory Verse

The grass withers and the flowers fall,

but the Word of our God

endures forever.

ISAIAH 40:8



Heart Quote

A r eflection for the heart
 

Psalm 46:1 NRSV

“Don’t let obstacles along the road 

to eternity shake you confidence in

God’s promises.”

“Cast your burdens on the Lord, and He

shall, sustain you; He shall never permit

the righteous to be moved.”

REST IN GOD

- David Jeremiah -



a special place where kids can
learn about God’s love

through creativity, music,
stories, activities, and

friendship while parents
enjoy worship.

MUSIC CITY WEST CHURCH
HARPETH VALLEY ELEMENTARY SHCOOL

7840 Learning Lane
Nashville, TN 37221

SUNDAY 10:30 AM CST



 22:6

Proverbs

“Train up a child in the way

he should go, and when he is old

he will not depart from it.”
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MUSIC CITY WEST PRISON MINISTRY

Donate clean shirts, pants, jackets, dresses, shoes, and other
wearable items. Bring clothing to church on Sunday, volunteer with

the ministry, or make a financial gift.

CLOTHING WITH DIGNITY
 A simple gift can help someone step forward with confidence.

WE’LL DROP OFF YOUR DONATIONS RESTORE HOPE THROUGH MINISTRY

Why your donation matters

Many men and women leaving prison return to society with little to no
wardrobe and often without the financial means to obtain one. Having proper

clothing is not just a basic need; it plays a vital role in restoring dignity, building
self-respect, and supporting a successful fresh start.

HOW YOU CAN HELP

LOVING GOD • LOVING PEOPLE • LOVING LIFE



Wear the message... Share the mission!

Fall will be here before you know it, so cozy up and shop the collection.

FALL FAVORITES

LONG-SLEEVE
ZIP-UP HOODIE COZY HOODIE

3/4-LENGTH SHIRT

CLASSIC CAP
DISTRESSED

CAP

BACKPACK TOTE BAG CROSSBODY

MUSIC CITY WEST

LOVING GOD   •   LOVING PEOPLE   •   LOVING LIFE

MUSIC CITY WEST MUSIC CITY WEST

MUSIC CITY WEST

MUSIC CITY WEST
MUSIC CITY WEST

MUSIC CITY WEST MUSIC CITY WEST MUSIC CITY WEST

MUSIC CITY WEST



Find something for everyone.

Everyday favorites, thoughtful gifts, and apparel.

CC WEST
T-SHIRT

EVERYDAY TEES FAITH DESIGNS

JOURNAL DRINKWARE FANNY PACK

VIEW ALL ITEMS, PRICES & ORDER HERE.

Scan the QR code to shop the full collection.

LOVING GOD • LOVING PEOPLE • LOVING LIFE

MORE GREAT ITEMS



A SMALL GIFT CAN MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE
 Help bring comfort, dignity, creativity, and hope to women rebuilding their lives.

THESE ARE ONLY SOME OF THE ITEMS NEEDED AT THE NEXT DOOR RECOVERY

Everyday essentials Comfort & creativity

LAUNDRY

ORAL CARE

JOURNALS

PERSONAL CARE

COLOR & REFLECT

thenextdoorrecovery.org | robbpaynetn@gmail.com

PUZZLES & PENS

HAIR & SKIN CARE

MUSIC CITY WEST CHURCH

brings a 12-Step Worship

Program of music and Scripture

to the women at The Next Door

Recovery every Wednesday

at 5:15 p.m. CST.

GIVE COMFORT. SHARE HOPE.
Your purchase becomes part of someone's story of hope. 

See the full list on Amazon
Click here!

https://thenextdoorrecovery.org/
mailto:robbpaynetn@gmail.com


 MUSIC CITY WEST CHURCH
 645 Old Hickory Blvd

Unit 701
 Nashville, TN 37209

Attn:  Pastor Kim McLean

https://give.tithe.ly/?formId=6d7030bc-6865-11ee-90fc-1260ab546d11&context=modal
https://www.kroger.com/i/community/community-rewards
https://musiccitywestchurch.com/shop/


Did You
Did You

Know?
Know?Did You
Know?

A simple way to support Music City West 
on your birthday is to ask friends and family 

to make a donation to Music City West
 instead of giving you birthday gifts. 

Many nonprofits provide a donation page 
where contributions can be made directly

 in honor of your birthday, ensuring the funds 
go straight to Music City West. 

This turns YOUR celebration 
into an opportunity to make a positive impact 

while supporting our Church.

FACEBOOK ~ PAYPAL GIVING FUND



The Next Door Recovery Worship Volunteers
Prison Ministry/Clothing donations/Music
Volunteers
Book Club leader/Coordinator
Celebrate Recovery/Coordinator
Harmony at Bellevue/Worship Volunteers

Send/Share Facebook/Instagram Posts
Send E-mail Announcements
Write Thank-you cards
Event/Service Photographer
Assistant Videographer
Promotional Videos/You Tube
Social Media Promoter

Coordinator/Setup
Community awareness promoter

Hospitality Coordinator
Set-up and Break-down for morning
service/Chairs/Literature, Altar, and Snack Tables
Children’s Church Assistant
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	Chapter Outline
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	THEMES IN 3 JOHN
	Live in truth and show love through hospitality, supporting those who serve Christ, and choosing goodness over pride and selfishness.
	3 John 1

	Live Faithfully in Truth
	Let God’s truth guide your daily choices, words, and relationships. Practice honesty and integrity so that your actions reflect the faith you profess.
	(3 John 1:3–4)
	Welcome and Support Others
	Show Christ’s love through hospitality, including kindness to people you do not know. Offer encouragement, practical help, and support to those serving God and sharing His message.
	(3 John 1:5–8)
	Choose Goodness and Humility
	Follow examples of kindness and faithful service rather than pride or selfish ambition. Make room for others, encourage their contributions, and serve without seeking recognition or control.
	(3 John 1:9–12).
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	The grass withers and the flowers fall,
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